
CONTENTS
Introduction 7

P a  r t  One
THE BASICS OF 
PERSPECTIVE
One:
How We See 10
Light .11
Cone of Vision 14
Viewing Distance 16

Two:
Perspective T ools 18 
Picture Plane 19 
Station Point 22 
Eye Level 24 
Vanishing Points 28

Three:
T hree-D imensional Forms 32
Perspective Systems 33 
Shadow Projection 36

P art Two
PUTTING PERSPECTIVE 
TO WORK
Four:
Landscapes 42
Low Eye Level 43
High Eye Level 50
Medium Eye Level 54
Multiple Vanishing Points 58
Combining Elements 62
Inclined Planes 66
A View in One-Point Perspective 70
A Distant Subject 74
A Close Subject 78
Two-Point Interior with Sunlight 82
Nonlinear Perspective 86

Five:
Still L ife 90
Objects Placed at Different Angles 91 
'ľhc Circle in Perspective 92 
Artificial Light 94 
Inclined Planes 95
Simple Forms with Single Light Source 96 
Varied Objects with Inclined Planes 100 
Light and Shadow Patterns 104

Kir  •

Figure 108
The Figure as Geometric Forms 109 
Light and Shadow 112 
Seated Figure 114 
Standing Figure 118 
Recumbent Nude 122

Seven:
Shortcuts and H elpful Hints 126
Diagonals 127
Vertical Reference Line 129
Special Vanishing Points 129
Ground Line and Measuring Point 
for Single Surfaces 130 
Ground Line and Measuring Point 
for Complete Objects 131 
Boxing-In Forms 133 
Reflections 134

Eight:
Mechanical Systems 135 
One-Point “Office Method" Plan Projection 136 
Two-Point “Office Method” Plan Projection 138 
Two-Point Ground-Line Projection 140

Bibliography 142 

Index 143


