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The daily world in which we live came about by imaginative investigation of pos-
sibilities, discarding those that don’t work: the adaptive process that is a central theme
of this book, enabled by a modicum of randomness at the macro- and micro-levels,
interacting with necessary physical processes. And it is these processes that also
allow the emergence of the ordinariness of everyday life (Fig. 8.10): which actually
is quite extraordinary. Bottom-up effects are crucial to emergence. Physics underlies
all. Nevertheless, the vitality of life, which arises from physics, transcends it.
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