
attributes fundamental importance and significance to those concepts 
that find applications in different theoretical frameworks and contexts 
simultaneously (action, structure, system, institution, social role, consen­
sus, conflict, development, continuity, change).

Subrt thus subscribes to the understanding of sociology as a science 
of social processes. He himself points out that, in late 20th century soci­
ology, the concept of ‘process’ was discussed primarily as a result of the 
attention drawn to it by the work of Norbert Elias, who had turned his 
research interests towards the study of long-term socio-historical process­
es. Today, this perspective is primarily the focus of historical sociology 
and Elias’ legacy.

In Subrt’s understanding, however, processes become the initial cate­
gory of sociological thinking with a much broader content than is often 
associated with sociological inquiry. For him, generally speaking, they 
represent gradual long-term processes associated with successive and 
internally interconnected changes of phenomena such as states, things, 
relations, or systems. In sociology, processes can take place at different 
levels of social reality, across different geographical and social bound­
aries and can be characterised by different durations and dynamics of 
movement.

In Subrt’s opinion, however, this approach to social processes is com­
plicated by their multi-level nature. If we want to capture the basic ten­
dencies of what happens at one level (micro-, meso-, or macro-), we must 
isolate that level from much of what happens at the other levels. But 
since social reality is constructed from the interplay of movements across 
all three levels, it is also true that the tendencies revealed at one level can 
never fully explain what takes place at the other levels. Moreover, some 
processes may be so interconnected that their development constitutes 
interdependence.

Explanations in sociology—as Subrt notes—may seek to find certain 
laws or regularities of the type considered in, for example, economics, 
however what can be expected above all from the social sciences is rather 
the discovery of something that can be labelled by the terms ‘tendencies’ 
and ‘trends.’ In the social reality we encounter relations and process­
es that are not usually established by some ‘iron necessity’ but rather 
are associated with a certain, albeit in some cases very high, degree of 
probability.

(Ĺ. C. B.)
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