
References and further reading

A very short introduction
N. Carroll, Two Comic Plots’, Лг* in  Three Dimensions (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2010).

Chapter!. The nature of humour
General introductions to humour
M. Apte, Humour and Laughter: An Anthropological Approach 

(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1985).
A. J. Chapman and H.C. Foot (editors), Humour and Laughter 

(London: John Wiley and Sons, 1976).
P.E. McGhee and J.H. Goldstein (editors), Handbook o f  Humor 

Research (New York: Springer-Verlag, 1983).
RE. McGhee and A.J. Chapman (editors), Childrens Humor (London: 

John Wiley and Sons, 1980).
R.A. Martin, The Psychology o f  Laughter: An Integrative Approach 

(London: Elsevier Academic Press, 2007).
The Monist, Humour issue, voi. 88, no. 1 (January, 2005).
J. Moreall, Taking Laughter Seriously (Albany: State University Press 

of New York, 1983).
J. Moreall (editor), The Philosophy o f  Laughter and Humor (Albany, 

NY: State University Press of New York, 1987).
J. Moreall, Comic Relief: A Comprehensive Philosophy o f  Humor 

(Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009).
D.H. Munro The Argument o f  Laughter (North Bend, IN: University 

of Notre Dame Press, 1963).



M. Mulkay, On Humor: Its Nature and Place in Modem Society 
(Oxford: Blackwell, 1988).

R.R. Provine, Laughter: A Scientific Investigation (New York: 
Penguin, 2000).

The superiority theory
Aristotle, Basic Works o f Aristotle, edited by Richard McKeon 

(New York: Random House, 1941).
C. Baudelaire, ‘On the Essence of Laughter’, in his The Painter o f 

Modern Life and Other Essays, translated by Jonathan Lane 
(London: Phaidon Press, 1995).

F.H. Buckley, The Morality o f Laughter (Anne Arbor, MI: University 
of Michigan Press, 2003).

T. Hobbes, ‘Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)’, in J. Moreall (editor), The 
Philosophy o f Laughter and Humor.

C. R. Grüner, The Game o f Humour: A Comprehensive Theory o f Why
We Laugh (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 1997). 

Plato, The Collected Dialogues o f Plato, edited by Edith Hamilton 
and Hamilton Cairns (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 1978).

The incongruity theory
A. Breton, Anthology o f Black Humor, translated by M. Polizzotti (San 

Francisco, CA: City Lights Books, 1997).
J. Beattie, ‘Essay on Laughter and Ludicrous Composition’, in his 

Essays on Poetry and Music (Edinburgh, 1778).
M. Clarke, ‘Humor and Incongruity’, in J. Moreall (editor), The 

Philosophy o f Laughter and Humor.
F. Hutcheson, Reflections Upon Laughter and Remarks Upon the 

Fable o f the Bees (Glasgow, 1750).
A. Koestler, The Act o f Creation (London: Hutchinson, 1964).
D. H. Monro, The Argument o f Laughter (South Bend, IN: University

of Notre Dame Press, 1963).
M. Martin, ‘Humor and the Aesthetic Enjoyment of Incongruities’, in 

J. Moreall (editor), The Philosophy o f Laughter and Humor.
J. Moreall, Taking Laughter Seňously (Albany, NY: State University of 

New York Press, 1983).
V. Raskin, Semantic Mechanisms o f Humor (Dordrecht, The 

Netherlands: Reidel, 1984).
R. Scruton, ‘Laughter’, in J. Moreall (editor), The Philosophy o f 

Laughter and Humor.



H
um

ou
r

S. Stewart, ‘Not Quite Flying Nuns and Other Salvaged Skits’, in the 
Arts and Leisure section, New York Times, 10 December 2008, p. 8. 

M.C. Swabey, Comic Laughter: Л Philosophical Essay (New Haven,
CT: Yale University Press, 1961).

The release theory
S. Freud, ‘Humor’, in J. Moreall (editor), The Philosophy o f Laughter

and Humor.
H. Spencer, ‘On the Physiology of Laughter’, in Essays on Education, 

etc. (London: Dent, 1911).
R.L. Latta, The Basic Humor Process (Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, 

1999).

The play theory
T. Aquinas, Summa Theologica, translated by Thomas Gilby (New York:

McGraw Hill, 1973).
M. Eastman, The Enjoyment o f Laughter (New York: Simon and 

Schuster, 1936).
J. Moreall, Comic Relief: Л Comprehensive Philosophy o f Humor 

(Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009).

The dispositional theory
J. Levinson, ‘Humour’, The Routledge Encyclopedia o f Philosophy, 

edited by E. Craig (London: Routledge, 1998).
J. Moreall, Comic Relief: Л Comprehensive Philosophy o f Humor 

(Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009).

Chapter 2. Humour, emotion, and cognition

Comic amusement as an emotion (or not)
J. Morreall, ‘Humor and Emotion’, in J. Moreall (editor), The 

Philosophy o f Laughter and Humor.
R. Scruton, ‘Laughter’, in J. Moreall (editor), The Philosophy o f 

Laughter and Humor.
R.A. Sharpe, ‘Seven Reasons Why Amusement Is an Emotion’, 

in J. Moreall (editor), The Philosophy o f Laughter and Humor.

Neo-Jamesianism
J. Prinz, Gut Reactions (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).
J. Robinson, Deeper Than Reason: The Emotions and their Role 

in Literature, Music and Art (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2005).

120



Comic amusement and vital human interests
M.M. Hurley, D.C. Dennett, and R.B. Adams, Inside Jokes: Using 

Humor to Reverse-Engineer the M ind  (Cambridge, MA: The MIT 
Press, 2011).

J. Miller, ‘Jokes and Joking: A Serious Laughing Matter’, in Laughing 
Matters, edited by J. Miller et al (Essex, UK: Longman Group, 1981).

M. Minsky, ‘Jokes and their Relation to the Cognitive Unconscious’, in 
Cognitive Constraints on Communication, edited by J. Hintikka 
et al (Dordrecht, The Netherlands: Reidei, 1981).

M. Minsky, Society o f the M ind (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1988).

Chapters. Humour and value

Humour and the reproduction of social norms
H. Bergson, Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning o f the Comic (Oxford: 

Macmillan, 1911).
T. Cohen, Jokes (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999).

Wicked laughter; evil character
F.H. Buckley, The Morality o f Laughter (Ann Arbor, MI: University of 

Michigan Press, 2003).
R. DeSousa, The Rationality o f Emotion (Cambridge, MA: The MIT 

Press, 1987).

Comic ethicism
B. Gaut, ‘Just Joking’, in Philosophy and Literature 22 (1998), pp. 51-68.
B. Gaut, A?t, Emotion, and Ethics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2006).

Comic immoralism
A. Eaton, ‘Rape and Ethics in Almodovar’s Talk to Her, in Talk to Her, 

edited by Anne Eaton (London: Routledge, 2008).
D. Jacobson, ‘In Praise of Immoral Art’, in Philosophical Topics 25 

(1997), pp. 155-99.

Moderate comic moralism
A. Smuts, ‘The Joke is the Thing: In the Company o f Men and the 

Ethics of Humour’, in Film and Philosophy 11 (2007), pp. 49-66.
A. Smuts, ‘Do Moral Flaws Enhance Amusement?’ in The American 

Philosophical Quarterly 46, 2 (2009), pp. 151-63.
A. Smuts, ‘The Ethics of Humour: Can Your Sense of Humour be 

Wrong?’ (forthcoming).


