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Summary

The best way to capture the transformation of society as a result of its 
literalization is probably through the environment of the Czech royal cit­
ies. Town halls represented a communication environment, the replace­
ment of the oral form of acquisition by the written form can be observed 
in city offices thanks to the increase in preserved written material. For 
this reason, the environment of city government is certainly the most at­
tractive segment of public administration at the turn of the Middle Ages 
and the modern era. Moreover, written communication of cities is studied 
most frequently and in the most detail by Czech historiography as well as 
the authors of the contributions to this collective monography.

It should be noted that the research attention is not focused only on 
the content of the correspondence or its accessibility in the editorial pro­
cess, but also on the operation of city offices, the actual implementation 
of communication or its mediation with the help of messengers and en­
voys. The interest of historiography is also focused on the aristocratic 
environment, although it is not emphasized as much in this volume. Like 
any other research, written communication of the early modern period 
is largely determined by the preserved composition of written sources, 
which also affects our knowledge of the topic at the turn of the Middle 
Ages and the modern period.

An exceptional environment in this respect is clearly Cheb, which is 
evident from the position of this city in the Middle Ages and its strong 
orientation towards the advanced environment of the empire. Cheb was 
a communication and information hub that mediated the distribution of 
information not only to the empire, but also to the east of the Czech 
Kingdom. A probe into the environment of messengers and messenger 
networks in this city outlined their role at the end of the Middle Ages. 
In comparison to the findings and conclusions of other contributions, 
a number of points of contact and analogies can be found across the gap 
of time, for example, even for the very different environment of patrimo 
nial administration of the 18th century. Whether it was the occasional 
employment of messengers without a permanent employment relation 
ship, the method of paying them and, moreover, the records-keeping of 
these expenses.

Lhe role of messengers was crucial in the process of communication in 
the Middle Ages and early modern times, as they were the ones who medi 
ated communication. Not only did they convey messages and letters, but 
also transported and delivered larger documents, official and accounting
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