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Conclusion

Both the German law on adoption and the German law on assisted repro
duction seem to be in need of reform. The current regulatory framework for 
adoption is more than four decades old, and no longer caters for the social 
reality of adoption, which has changed significantly from the ‘old paradigm’ 
of adoptions of young children by strangers to adult, in-family, and les
bian co-parent adoptions. As the law stands, the institution may be abused 
for collateral purposes (as in adult adoptions) or pressed into service to rem
edy the defects of other areas of the law (as in lesbian co-parent adoptions). A 
reform should both reorient the central institution and remove the incentive 
(or need) for the ‘misuse’ of adoption by reforming adjacent legal areas, and in 
particular the rules on filiation for lesbian couples who undergo donor insemi
nation. When it comes to assisted reproduction, a comprehensive legislative 
response is long overdue. The sensitive legal issues raised by this fast-growing 
industry and social practice must not be left to professional self-regulation and 
piecemeal legislative tinkering any longer.
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