
Contents

List of Figures, Diagrams and Tables ix
Abbreviations x
Notes on Contributors XII

Introduction 1
Manuel Herrero Sanchez, Jonatan Orozco Cruz and Pedro Cardim

PART 1
The Asiento; Foundations, Structure and Consolidation of a 
System

i‘Pocas piezas hay para tantos navies’: Business Ventures in Angola and 
Transimperial Slave Networks during the Portuguese Asientos 
(1595-1640) 27

Miguel Geraldes Rodrigues

2 Slaving, Settlement and Social Ties: Iberians and Africans in the Rio 
Grande Estuary and the Caribbean, c. 1580-1600 48 

David Wheat

3 The Guinea and Cape Verde Contract of 1589-1594: Financing Networks 
and Transatlantic Returns 75 

Manuel F. Fernandez Chaves

4 Global Networks, the Trade in Enslaved Africans and Peruvian Business 
Interests, 1580-1640
The Case of the Portuguese New Christian Manuel Bautista Perez 98 

Linda A. Newson

PART 2
Commercial and Diplomatic Networks in Control
of the Transatlantic Trade in Enslaved Africans after 1662

5 Chains of Gains: toward a Global Approach to Studying the Benefits 
Derived from the Commerce in Enslaved Africans and Slave-Produced 
Commodities 125 

Filipa Riheiro da Silva



V I CONTENTS

6 Reciprocity, Self-Organization and Flexibility in Transnational Slave 
Trade Networks
Foundations of Mercantile Collaboration in the Asientos of Juan Barroso, 
Nicolas Poreio and Baltasar Caymans (1675-1694} 154 

Jonatàn Orozco Cruz

7 Managing Transimperial Trade: Legal Representatives and Factors in the 
Coymans Asiento of 1685 172 

Ramona Negron

8 The Royal Company of Guinea: an Introductory Study 193 
Maximiliano M. Menz

9 Manuel de Belmonte, the Asiento and the Deregulation of American 
Trade
Cosmopolitan Diplomatic and Mercantile Networks in a Transimperial
Seventeenth-Century Context 213

Manuel Derrero Sanchez

10 The Compagnie de lAssiente (1702-1712) and the Formation of the
Plantation Economy of Saint-Domingue 242

Klaus Weber and Joseph Mainherger

11 Exiting the Asiento: Diplomacy and the Dutch Slave Trade during the
War of the Spanish Succession 261

Wim Klooster

PART 3
Alternative Models of Administration and Participation in the 
Slave Trade, Contemporaneous with the Asiento

12 Revisiting the Atlantic African Contratos
Shedding New Light on Slaving Tax Farms in the Shadow of the Asiento de
Negros (Sixteenth-Seventeenth Centuries) 283

Edgar Pereira

13 The Asiento’s Role in the Changing Relationship between the State 
and the Merchant Community in the Context of the British Trade in 
Enslaved African People, c. 1660-1740 316

William A. Pettigrew



CONTENTS VI I

14 A South Atlantic Counterpoint: Facing the Asiento from Bahia
(c. 1585-1740) 333

Thiago Krause and Christopher Chert

Afterword 355

Alejandro Garcia-Monton

Index of Names, Places and Subjects 365


