
CONTENTS

Acknowledgments ix

Introduction: Where Do Rights Come From? 1

I The Sources of Rights

1 What Are Rights? 15

2 Is God the Source of Rights? 23

3 Is Nature the Source of Rights? 29

4 Are There Other “External” Sources of Rights? 39

5 Do Constitutional Democracies Really Need an 
External Theory of Rights? 49

6 Do We Need to Invent an External Source of Rights— 
Even If It Does Not Really Exist? 59

7 Is Natural Law a Helpful or Harmful Fiction? 67

8 What, Then, Is the Source of Rights? 81

II Some Challenges to Experience as the Source of Rights 

9 Is There Always a Right Answer? 99

• •
V11



viii CONTENTS

10 If Rights Do Not Come from God or Nature, 
How Are They Different from Mere Preferences? 111

11 Does the Experiential Approach Confuse Philosophy 
with Sociology? 121

12 Can Rights Produce Wrongs? 137

13 Is the Debate over External Sources of Rights a 
Liberal-Conservative Issue? 145

III Applying the Experiential Theory of Rights to
Specific Controversies

14 Can Experiential Rights Check the Abuses of
Majority Rule? 155

15 Is There a Right "to Life"? 169

16 Is There a Right Not to Be Censored by Government? 175

17 Is There a Right to Have Church and State Separated? 183

18 Is There a Right to Emigrate and/or Immigrate? 187

19 Do Animals Have Rights? 193

20 Do Dead People Have Rights in Their Organs? 201

Conclusion: The Future of Rights 213

Notes
Index

233
251


