
me I 1 f HHC
CI I CC I I G-

Preface: 'Critical religion' and the purpose of this volume ix
Contributors xiv
Acknowledgements xvii

PART I Introducing critical religion: A toolkit of 
critiques, methods and trajectories 1

1 What is wrong with the category 'religion’ and what can we do 
about it? Alexander Henley 3

2 What is critical religion? Past, present and future of critical 
scholarship Alexander Henley 21

PART II Perspectives on being critical about 
'religion' and the 'secular' 45

3 The reluctant genealogist: Why it matters where our terms 
come from Aaron W. Hughes 47

4 Classification matters: Why you should care about scholarship 
on the category religion Russell T. McCutcheon 61

5 The Ideology of Religious Studies then and now: The author's 
view Timothy Fitzgerald 77



вое

VIII CONTENTS

PART III Applying critical approaches in the 
field 99

6 The projection of 'religion’ upon Japan by the United States 
since the 1850s Mitsutoshi Horii 101

7 Religionization of minorities and culturalization of 
Christianity: How to study boundary cases? Teemu Taira 121

8 Researching 'religion’ in Indigenous cultures Suzanne 
Owen 141

9 Managing ‘faith' in a modern state: ‘Time for Reflection’ 
in the Scottish Parliament Steven j. Sutcliffe 157

10 Thinking outside of the 'religion and politics' duality: 
The Jewish-Israeli case Yaacov Yadgar 179

11 The category of religion in the technology of governance: 
An argument for understanding religions as vestigial 
states Naomi Goldenberg 195

12 The implications of critical religion for (gendered) 
Religious Education Alison Jasper and John TAnson 209

Notes 229
Index 239


