
CONTENTS

Acknowledgments xi
Note on Transliteration xiii

1. Introduction 1

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE IRGC 5

CONCEPTUALIZING THE IRGC 9

PRO-CLERICAL ACTIVISM 9

PRIMACY OF THE LEADER 11

CONFLICT AND STATE FORMATION 13

CHAPTERS AND QUESTIONS 16

2. From Ali to Khomeini 19

THE FORMATION OF SHIITE ISLAM 20

RISE OF THE CLERGY 25

THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT 29

REVOLUTIONARY IDEOLOGY 34

3. Vanguard ofthe Imam 39

ENTER THE VANGUARD 41

ROOTS AND RADICALS 47

KHOMEINI UBERALLES 54

ONE SYSTEM TO RULE THEM ALL 59

4. The Imposed War 62

INVASION 64

vii

A STYMIED WAR EFFORT 69



viii Contents

DEATH OF THE OPPOSITION 71

THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC STRIKES BACK 74

5. The Long War so
THE INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION 81

RUNNING INTO WALLS 82

IN THE PATH OF THE DIVINE 85

AFLEETING TASTE OF VICTORY 91

THE BITTER END 96

6. Exporting the Revolution 102 

REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONALISM 104

A CONSERVATIVE TURN 107

ONWARD TO JERUSALEM 109

THE REVOLUTION COMES TO LEBANON 112

FALL OF THE RADICALS 118

7. Warriors of Karbala 121

THE ISLAMIC MODEL ARMY 122

POWER OF THE PEN 125

WARTIME CULTURAL ACTIVISM 126

VISUAL IDENTITY 128

ICONOLOGY OF THE SELF 130

WARRIORS OF KARBALA 133

8. When Johnny Comes Marching Home 141

POSTWAR RECONSTRUCTION UNDER RAFSANJANI

PROPAGATING VIRTUE, PROHIBITING VICE 147

TAKING BACK THE REVOLUTION 152

9. The War on Terror 159

AXIS OF EVIL 160

ELECTING AHMADINEJAD 165

AN IRAN ASCENDANT 169

THE SPECTER OF WAR 175

10. Big Bang, Big Crunch 179

"DEATH TO THE DICTATOR!” 180

143

THE SOFT WAR 188



Contents ix

SPRINGTIME 192

THE INSTRUMENTS OF COERCION 197

KNIVES OUT 201

11. In Defense of the Family of the Prophet 204

IN DEFENSE OF SAYYIDA ZAYNAB 205

ARETURN TO KARBALA 219

12. Epilogue 230

13. Conclusion 235

Notes 243

Bibliography 285

Index 297


