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ТО 1830: WHEELS, SAILS, 
AND GUNS
Armies have always needed to be mobile.
For thousands of years, the most basic form 
of transport was marching on foot, and from 
around 4000 все until the industrial era, 
military transport was dominated by horses 
on land, and on water by ships powered 
with oars and sails.
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1830-1918: THE
MECHANIZATION OF WAR
The steam engine revolutionized transport, and military 
forces were quick to adapt it to ships, trains, and later, 
road vehicles. Improvements in the internal combustion 
engine further accelerated the development of military 
transport, and World War I ushered in a new generation 
of vehicles such as tanks and fighter planes.
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After World War I, armies explored technological
advances in the air and on land. As the world plunged 
once more into conflict in World War II, a period 
of dramatically swift progress took place in 
military technology.
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1945-1989: THE COLD WAR
In the postwar world, transport platforms for nuclear arms 
became paramount, including long-range bomber aircraft 
and nuclear submarines. Many already powerful weapons 
systems increased their threat and lethality.
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The modern era has seen the deployment of massive 
aircraft carriers and nuclear submarines. The invasion of 

Ukraine brought a return of trench warfare and tank 

combat, as well as the use of drones. Future battlefields 

seem likely to be dominated by digital technology and 

increasing numbers of unmanned vehicles.
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