
CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION .......................................................................................................................5

1 REVIEW OF CURRENT KNOWLEDGE ...................................................................................7
1.1 The HLA system and its significance ....................................................................................... 7
1.2 HLA and disease ........................................................................................................................10
1.3 HLA and malignant tumours.....................................................................................................14
1.4 HLA and familial studies .........................................................................................................17

2 METHODS .................................................................................................................................. 20
2.1 Methodology of HLA products identification ..........................................................................27
2.2 Statistical evaluation ................................................................................................................27
2.3 The pitfall of ascertaining the HLA — disease association ...................................................28

3 OUR OWN MATERIAL............................................................................................................... 30
3.1 HLA and Wilms' tumour ........................................................................................................ 31
3.2 HLA and neuroblastoma ........................................................................................................ 37
3.3 HLA and neurofibromatosis (Recklinghausen’s disease) ..........................................................40
3.4 HLA and germinal tumours of different localization .............................................................. 46
3.5 HLA and haemangioma ............................................................................................................ 57
3.6 HLA and mammary gland carcinoma ......................................................................................58

4 THE RELEVANCE OF RESEARCH INTO THE HLA — CANCER
ASSOCIATION AND CONCLUSION ARISING FROM THE PRESENT 
STUDY 65

5 SUMMARY .................................................................................................................................68

REFERENCES ...............................................................................................................................70


