
Contents

Foreword
Acknowledgements

1 Introduction
Case Study: Dyes in the Brussels tapestry 'Nathan rebukes David’ (1530-40)

2 Natural dyes and their sources: plants, insect reds and shellfish purple
Case Study: Dyes in the textile fragments covering a relic skull (no. 31) from the abbey of Herkenrode, Belgium

3 The techniques of dyeing and pigment making with natural colorants: the basic chemistry behind the processes 
4Recipes for dyeing

4.1 Historical recipes for the dyeing of textiles
4.2 Practical recipes for dyeing

5 Recipes for making lake pigments from natural dyes
5.1 Historical recipes for making lake pigments

Case Study: Red lake pigmentsfrom textile shearings in a paintingfrom the workshop of Dirk Bouts
5.2 Practical recipes for making lake pigments

Appendix 1: English and scientific names of some common dyes 
Appendix 2: A note on methods of analysis

109
111


