
Contents

List of Figures page x
List of Tables and Boxes xi 
List of Contributors xii 
Foreword by Allan V. Horwitz xv 
Preface xvii

Part I Theoretical Perspectives on Mental Health and Illness 1

1 Sociological Approaches to Mental Illness 3 
Peggy A. Thoits

2 Defining Mental Disorders 20 
Owen Whooley and Bianca Ruiz-Negron

3 How Should We Assess Mental Health Problems? 39 
Jason Schnittker

4 Socioeconomic Stratification and Mental Disorder 54 
William W. Eaton and Carles Muntaner

5 Labeling and Stigma As It Applies to Mental Illness 73 
Bruce G. Link and Jo C. Phelan

6 Stigma Resistance and Mental Illness Identity: Implications for Theory and Practice 95 
Kristen Marcussen

7 The Sociology of Suicide 111 
Jason Manning

8 Patterns, Pathways, and Correlates of Care: Classic and Contemporary Theories 
of Utilization and Findings 125
Bernice A. Pescosolido and Elizabeth M. Anderson

vii



VIII Contents

Part II The Social Context of Mental Health and Illness 153

9 Major Findings and New Directions in the Study of Social Support and 
Mental Health 155 
Robyn Lewis Brown, Christy L. Erving, and Maria Rockett

10 Gender and the Pathways to Mental Health and Illness 170 
Sarah Rosenfield, Dena T. Smith, and Maleah Fekete

11 Black American Women and Mental Well-Being: The Intersection of Race, 
Gender, and Socioeconomic Status 185
Verna M. Keith and Diane R. Brown

12 Sexual and Gender Minority Mental Health 201 
Gabe H. Miller

13 Sociology and Public Health Applied to Preventing Adolescent Suicidal Behavior 218 
Leigh Willis and Alexander Crosby

14 Mental Health and the Work-Family Interface 233 
Marisa Young and Ruth Repchuck

15 Accessed Status and Mental Well-Being: Competing Theories 249 
Lijun Song and Zhe Zhang

Pa rt III Mental Health Systems and Policy 263

16 Mental Health Care in the Community 265 
Kerry Dobransky

17 Mental Illness and the Criminal Justice System 276 
Virginia Aldige Hiday and Bradley Ray

18 Homelessness and Mental Illness 299 
Fred E. Markowitz

19 Immigration, Culture, and Mental Health 310 
Andrea G. Perez Portillo, Juliann Li Verdugo, and David T. Takeuchi

20 Mental Health and the Trauma of Terrorism and Extreme Violence 326 
Robert J. Johnson, Olivia Yoh, Isabelle Beulaygue, and Stevan E. Hobfoll



Contents ix

21 Stigma in the Global Context: Cultural Myths and Realities That Shape Research
and Social Change 345
Emily A. Ekiand Bernice A. Pescosolido

Epilogue: Critical Reflection and Future Directions for Sociological Research 361
Eric R. Wright and Teresa L. Scheid

References
Author Index
General Index

363
483
500


