
Contents

Acknowledgements page ix

Introduction: The Historian, Critical Race Theory and
Audience Racism in Twentieth-Century Britain 1
1.1 Not Seeing Racism: Critical Race Theory and Histories of Not Knowing 8
I.2 Film, Television and the Racially Innocent Audience 17
1.3 Archives of Not Knowing 23

1 Discovering the Audience: Anxieties and Expertise 30
1.1 The Anxieties of Screen Culture 36
1.2 The Rise of Audience Experts 44
1.3 Not Knowing Black and South Asian Audiences 60

2 Audience Wants: Film and the Pleasures of Racism, 
1900-1945 63
2.1 The Pleasures of Racism: Empire Films in the Early Twentieth Century 69
2.2 Documentary and Amateur Film: The Imagined 'Curiosity' of

White Audiences 78
2.3 Counter Story-telling: Audiences of Colour and Empire Films 84
2.4 Wartime Understandings 88

3 'Expressing Their Own Point of View': Television Audience 
Research on 'Race' at the BBC, 1950-1968 95
3.1 Race Relations in Africa (1952) 101
3.2 Audience Responses to Rainbow City and Till Death Us Do Part 114

4 'A Traditional Form of Entertainment': Colour-blind
Audiences and Blacking Up on Post-war Screens 128
4.1 Family Viewing on the Big and Small Screens 136
4.2 The Campaign Against Racial Discrimination (CARD) and The Black 

and White Minstrel Show 142
4.3 Rangi Ram and 'The Black and White Minstrels from Jockey Mead' 154
4.4 The End of The Black and White Minstrel Show 157

5 'Too Touchy': Black Audiences and the Racialised
Everyday in the Post-war Black 'Glossies' 164
5.1 Voices of Colour and Black Agency 167
5.2 A 'Short-lived Fate': Black Glossies and Post-war Publishing 171

vii



viii Contents

5.3 'Anti-White': Navigating White Readers 176
5.4 Racialised Emotions 184
5.5 Knowing Black Success 188

6 'A Sneaking Feeling': Institutional Silences, Racism and
Audience Research at the BBC and ITV in the 1970s 194
6.1 Growing Evidence: Audience Research on Racial Prejudice 

1970-1978 199
6.2 Audiences of Colour in the BBC's and IBA's Audience Research 211

7 'Black Magic': Racially Comfortable Viewing on British 
Television in the 1980s and 1990s 229
7.1 Viewing in Comfort: The Cosby Show and Colour-blindness in 

1980s Britain 237
7.2 Desmond's 248
7.3 The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 254

Conclusion: 'Of the Time' 261

Bibliography 274
Index 287


