
Contents

P A R T  I: T he C urren t S ta tus of Research on
R elig ion  an d  M ass M edia 1

1. Introduction: Toward a Synthesis of M ass
C om m unication Research and  the Sociology of Religion 3

Daniel A . Stout
Judith M . Buddenbaum

2. Religion and M ass M edia Use: A Review of the
M ass C om m unication and  Sociology L iterature 12

Judith M . Buddenbaum
Daniel A . Stout

P A R T  II: R elig ious B eliefs and  M edia O rien ta tions:
In s titu tio n a l Perspectives 35

3 /r  drr-l' СГ*ЛНі|/(ў\>
3. Catholicism , Conscience, and  C ensorship 39

Ted G. ]elen

4. M ainline P rotestants an d  the M edia 51
Judith M . Buddenbaum



5. Evangelicals' U neasy Alliance W ith the M edia
Quentin J. Schultze

6. F undam entalism  an d  the M edia, 1930-1990
Margaret Lamberts Bendroth

7. Protecting the Family: M orm on Teachings A bout 
M ass M edia

Daniel A . Stout

P A R T  III: T he Role of R elig iosity  in  M ass M edia Use: 
C om parative S tud ies of A udience B ehavior

8. Religion, M ass M edia, an d  Tolerance for Civil Liberties
Tony Rimmer

9. The Role of Religion in N ew spaper Trust,
Subscribing, an d  Use for Political Inform ation

Judith M . Buddenbaum

10. T he Role of Religion in  Public A ttitudes Toward 
Religion N ew s

Judith M . Buddenbaum
Stewart M . Hoover

11. The Passionate A udience: C om m unity Inscriptions 
of The Last Temptation o f Christ

Thomas R. Lindlof

P A R T  IV: Case S tudies

12. K eeping the  Faith: The Roles of Selective Exposure 
and  A voidance in M aintaining Religious Beliefs

Sam G. McFarland

13. D iversity  From  W ithin: An A nalysis of the Im pact 
of Religious C ulture on  M edia Use an d  Effective 
C om m unication to Women

61

74

85

101

105

123

135

148

169

173

183

JoAnn M yer Valenti 
Daniel A . Stout



14. Use of M ass M edia for Political Inform ation in a 
M iddletow n Q uaker M eeting

Judith M . Buddenbaum

15. H ow  M ennonites Use M edia in Everyday Life: 
Preserving Identity  in a C hanging World

Sharon Hartin Iorio

16. R app in ' fo r the Lord: The Uses of G ospel Rap and  
C ontem porary  M usic in  Black Religious C om m unities

Cheryl Renée Gooch

17. M orm ons, M ass M edia, and  the In terpretive A udience
Daniel A. Stout 
David W. Scott 
Dennis G. Martin

P A R T  V: T he Future: R elig ion  an d  the
C h ang ing  In fo rm atio n  E nvironm ent

18. Religion and  the Inform ation Society
Jorge Reina Schement 
Hester C. Stephenson

197

211

228

243

259

261

A bout the C ontributors 291


