
Contents

A cknow ledgm ents v ii

Forew ord: L ouise E rd rich ’s “ F a th er’s M ilk” :
M agical R ea lism ’s O xym oronic  N atu re  1

C hap ter 1: M im esis, R ealism , and  C ounter-realism s 7

C hap ter 2: R om ance, the  Im ag inary , and  M agical R ealism  35

C hap ter 3: The C risis  o f  R epresentation:
P ost-realism , P ostm odern ism , M agical R ealism  65

C hap ter 4: Jux taposed  R ealities:
M agical R ealism  and /as Postco lonial Experience 105

C hap ter 5: F rom  Identity  to A lter-entity:
T rans-se lv ing  the S e lf  in  M agical R ealist N arratives 161

C hap ter 6: O f  a M agical N ature:
T he E nvironm ental U nconscious 193

C hap ter 7: A N egative  Sense o f  R eality  239

B ibliography  247

Index  261

A uthors 267



Index

A dorno, T heodor, 3, 6 , 47 , 239-248, 
2 52 , 259
N egative  d ialectics, 3 , 47 , 240-244 

A ldam a, Frederick  L ., 40 , 4 2 , 54, 60, 
61 , 126, 247 

A nzaldúa, G loria, 56, 58, 247 
A pocalypse, 1 9 3 ,2 0 1 ,2 0 2 ,2 1 8 , 231- 

233
A risto tle , P oetics , 3 , 9 , 11, 12-16, 22, 

23 , 27-33, 57 
A uerbach, Erich, 14, 25 , 247 
B akhtin , M ikhail, 112, 117 ,248  
B arth , John , 65, 66, 68 , 75 
Bhabha, H o m iK .,,5 0 ,5 1 , 107, 110, 

111, 1 22 ,126 , 149, 248 
B oehm er, E lleke, 51, 52, 107, 248 
Borges, Jorge Luis, 9 ,3 0 ,  55 , 59, 248 

E l A leph, 9 , 59 , 248 
B orus, D aniel, 19, 20, 22, 23, 2 4 ,2 4 8  
Boundaries, 23, 36, 59-62, 65 , 67, 73- 

93 , 113, 121, 125, 130, 144, 147, 
1 4 8 ,1 5 6 , 185, 189, 1 9 4 ,1 9 8 , 199, 
2 0 0 -2 0 3 ,2 0 7 ,2 0 8 ,2 1 5 ,2 2 6 ,  228, 
2 2 9 ,2 3 4 -2 3 6 ,2 4 0 , 242 

Bowers, M aggie A nn, 42 , 61 , 98,
111, 118, 124, 125, 126 ,248  

B radley, David, 29, 66 , 125, 127,
144, 249
The C haneysville Incident, 66,

125, 127, 144, 249 
B reton, A ndre, 44 , 45 , 62 , 105, 110, 

249
Buell, Law rence, 193-197, 2 0 5 ,2 0 8 , 

217-222, 229, 230-236, 249

C apitalism , 5 , 23, 47 , 51, 69 , 72 , 75, 
76, 107, 128, 154, 194, 197, 203, 
205, 2 1 3 ,2 1 5 -2 2 5 , 235, 236, 242 
C om m odification , 120, 123 ,221 ,

2 2 2 ,2 5 5  
G lobalization, 5, 1 1 9 ,1 9 7 , 203, 

2 1 9 -2 2 1 ,2 2 7 ,2 3 1  
C arpentier, A lejo, 40, 41 , 61 , 62, 73, 

1 0 5 ,1 0 6 ,1 1 1 ,1  1 2 ,1 2 2 , 158 ,235 
L o  rea l m aravilloso , 40 , 61 , 73, 

106, 111, 112, 122 
C oetzee, J. M „ 18, 24, 54, 249 
C ooper, Brenda, 40 , 53, 119, 158,

250
C ortázar, Julio , 50, 56, 103, 1 61 ,164 , 

165, 1 6 9 ,2 5 0 ,2 5 7  
A xolotl, 56, 161, 165, 169 ,250  

C yborg, 229
D eleuze and G uattari, 1 5 1 ,1 5 6  
D esire, 36, 37 , 38, 44 , 157, 172, 173, 

174
D eterritorialization, 220, 232 
D octorow , E . L ., 57 , 70 
D oležel, Lubom ír, 28 , 29 , 32 , 57, 59, 

250
D u Bois, W. E. B „ 103, 110, 146 
D ual spatiality  /  dual tem porality ,

133 ,142  
D urand, G ilbert, 21, 35 , 37, 250 
D urix , Jean-P ierre, 3 9 ,4 0 , 4 2 , 53, 58, 

59 ,251
D ystopia (E nvironm ental), 201 
E cocriticism , 5 , 194, 195, 196, 197,

2 0 9 ,2 1 3 ,2 1 6 , 226, 234



262 Uncertain M irrors

A nim alization , 12, 165, 185, 191, 
1 9 8 ,1 9 9 , 2 0 0 ,2 0 1 ,2 0 6 , 207, 
2 1 0 , 2 1 1 , 2 1 2  

B iozens, bio tic  com m unity, 199, 
200, 206-217, 220, 2 2 4 ,2 2 7 , 
2 3 5 ,2 3 7  

D eep ecology, 200 
E co-apocalypse, 230 
G aia, 2 0 0 ,2 1 3 ,2 2 7 ,2 3 7 , 254 
O rganic and inorganic. 111, 112, 

158, 199, 226-229, 234, 236 
Toxic d iscourse , 202, 224 
W ar ecosystem , 194, 2 06 , 213,

2 1 6 ,2 3 5  
Ecofem inism , 208 
Enunciation , 4 , 146, 149, 150, 151, 

155, 156, 158 
E nvironm ent

E nvironm ental aw areness, 193, 
228

E nvironm ental criticism , 5 , 195,
19 7 ,2 1 6 , 225, 228 

E nvironm ental justice , 2 1 8 ,2 3 4  
E nvironm ental unconscious, 193, 

194, 205
E rdrich, L ouise, 2 , 5, 3 8 ,4 1 ,4 9 ,  70, 

102, 108, 124, 128, 165, 171, 180, 
250, 2 5 1 ,2 5 6 , 257 
Tracks, 5 ,4 9 ,  102, 128, 165, 171- 

174, 251 
Escapism , 27, 72, 120, 121, 123 

E scapist fiction, 121, 203, 234 
E ssentialism , 118, 166, 189 

strategic essentialism , 166, 222 
E thics, 16, 31 , 164, 166, 167 ,189 , 

217
Ethical R esponsibility , 98 , 148, 

168-171, 178, 180, 185, 186, 
188, 1 9 4 ,2 1 0 ,2 2 4  

E thnicity , 69 , 71 , 123, 220, 248 , 249, 
271

E x-centric , 4 , 67, 69, 70, 76 
Faris, W endy, 3 9 ,4 1 ,4 7 ,  5 2 ,5 3 , 60,

6 1 ,6 2 , 69 , 73, 7 7 ,1 1 2 , 117, 120, 
125, 126, 128, 1 5 9 ,1 6 5 ,2 3 9  

Faulkner, W illiam , 65, 66 , 102, 251 
A bsalom , A bsa lom !, 65 , 66 , 67, 

102, 251

Fluck, W infried, 1 9 ,2 1 ,3 2 ,3 5 ,3 6 ,
37 , 58, 251 

Foucault, M ichel, 3 1 ,3 8 . 93 , 121,
251

Frye, N orthrop, 21, 25 , 36, 46 , 50, 53, 
6 1 ,1 1 4 , 251 

Fuguet, A lberto, 119, 124, 251 
G arcía  M árquez, G abriel, 40 , 41 , 51, 

6 6 ,6 8 , 8 3 ,8 4 , 103, 106, 108, 119, 
121, 158, 201
C ien a n o s d e  so ledad, 66 , 68, 103, 

2 0 1 ,2 1 6
G host, 46 , 49 , 67, 74 , 104, 1 11 ,125 , 

165, 176, 177, 179, 182, 190, 253 
G lotfelty, C heryll, 195, 249, 252, 256 
G rant, D am ian, 9, 19, 21, 24 , 26, 54,

252
H alliw ell, S tephen, 8 ,1 1 , 1 5 ,1 7 , 27,

3 0 ,6 0 , 252 
H aunting, 102, 174, 175, 181, 191 
H aw thorne, N athaniel, 2 3 ,4 6 , 252 
H egerfeldt, A nne, 95 , 107, 123, 125, 

127, 158
Heise, U rsu la  K., 220, 229 , 231, 232, 

2 3 3 ,2 3 5 ,2 5 2  
H eterocosm , 7 ,1 6
H istory, v i i i ,9 ,1 3 ,1 6 ,2 1 ,2 7 ,3 0 ,3 1 ,  

3 2 ,3 5 ,3 7 ,4 1 ,4 8 - 5 2 ,5 8 ,6 2 ,6 3 ,  
6 5 ,6 6 , 76 , 84-88, 92, 101, 103, 
109, 111, 113, 1 19 ,121 , 125, 130, 
136, 143-157, 166, 178, 190 ,208  

H om eless, 77 , 7 8 ,8 1 ,8 3 ,  86, 87 , 88, 
89, 92, 121 

H yphenations, 50
identity , v, 11, 37 , 62, 110, 128, 134, 

136, 159, 161, 164-171, 180-191, 
196, 2 4 1 ,2 4 2 ,2 4 4 , 245 
A lter-entity , v, 161, 164-167, 175, 

180 ,181 , 187, 188, 189 
A lterity , 8, 258 

Im perialism , 68 , 1 1 8 ,1 3 6 , 159 ,256  
Individualism , 71 , 118, 136, 138, 145, 

177, 206
Interconnectedness, 156, 1 93 ,200 , 

2 0 1 ,2 0 6 ,2 1 3 ,2 2 0 , 234 
Jam eson, F redric, 4 7 ,5 0 ,5 1 ,  5 5 ,6 1 , 

6 2 ,7 4 , 75, 107, 114, 1 94 ,221 ,
253



Index 263

Juxtaposition, v, 4 , 105 
Keller, N ora  O ., 5, 171, 181, 184,

188, 190, 191 ,253 
C om fort W om an, 5 , 171, 181-187, 

188, 253
Kennedy, W illiam , 7 0 ,1 0 8 , 158, 253 
K ing, T hom as, 4 , 4 1 ,4 9 , 109, 124, 

128, 129, 145-159, 2 4 8 ,2 5 0 , 253, 
254, 2 5 6 ,2 5 7
Green Grass, R u nn ing  W ater, 4 , 

49 , 109, 124, 128, 129, 145- 
158

K ingston, M axine H ong
The W oman W arrior, 72 , 124,

125, 178 
Lefebvre, H enry, 87, 254 
L evinas, E m m anuel, 5 , 164, 166, 167, 

168, 169, 170, 171, 174, 175, 178, 
180, 184, 186, 189, 191 ,254  
M auvaise conscience, 169, 178 
Substitution, 5, 164-191 

L ord  Chandos, H ofm annsthal, 7 ,2 9 , 
3 1 ,2 5 3

Lu, A lvin, 49, 74, 165, 190 ,254  
T he H ell Screens, 4 9 , 74, 165 

Lyotard, Jean F ., 69, 74 
M arvelous real, 3 8 ,4 0 , 61 , 76, 105 
M cH ale, B rian, 21, 56 , 65-69, 73,

103 ,255  
M elville, H erm an, 23 , 150, 236 
M em ory, 2, 60, 89, 104, 112, 122, 

129-137, 143, 144, 152 ,214  
M etafiction, 66 , 69, 74 , 75 
M im esis, v , 3 ,7 ,  8 , 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 

17, 18, 2 2 ,2 5 -3 1 ,3 6 ,3 8 ,4 1 ,4 3 ,  
46 , 5 2 -6 2 ,9 0 , 9 6 ,9 7 , 102, 114, 
116, 1 2 6 ,1 2 7 , 1 5 7 ,1 8 7 ,1 9 7 , 199, 
217
D ogm atic m im esis, 116, 127 
Im itation, 7 , 11 -20, 26 , 27 , 30 , 31, 

4 5 ,5 2 , 5 4 ,5 9 , 136 ,255 
R ebellious m im etics, 54 , 126 
Static m im esis, 126,151 
W orld-creating , 3, 8 , 2 2 ,2 6 -3 0 , 

3 5 ,3 6 ,3 8 ,4 3 ,5 4 ,  60, 123,
148, 157, 197, 1 9 9 ,2 1 7 ,2 2 1  

W orld-reflecting, 3 , 8, 9, 22, 26, 
27, 29, 3 6 ,3 8 ,4 3 ,5 2 ,5 3 ,5 4 ,

5 5 ,5 6 ,6 0 ,  123, 148, 155, 197, 
199

M irror, 8, 9, 16, 20 , 22, 30 , 46 , 53,
54, 88, 117, 165, 179, 180, 191,
197, 2 2 4 ,2 2 6

M odernism , 4 , 19, 26 , 65, 66 , 67 , 68, 
6 9 ,7 1 ,7 3 , 74, 7 5 ,7 7 , 103, 123, 
127, 156

M orrison, Toni, 39, 41, 48 , 51 , 70,
96 , 113, 123, 124, 125, 127, 129, 
136, 144, 1 8 1 ,2 0 1 ,2 5 2 ,2 5 3 ,2 5 5 ,
2 5 6 .2 5 7
B eloved, 49 , 7 0 ,1 1 3 ,1 2 4 ,1 2 5 ,

1 2 7 ,1 8 1 ,2 0 1 ,2 5 5  
Son g  o f  So lom on, 96, 113, 128, 

129, 136
M oses, M ichael V ., 49 , 66, 68, 72, 

119, 122, 124, 156 
N ativ ism , 99 
N aylor, G loria

M am a D ay, 4 ,9 6 ,  103, 109, 128- 
145, 149, 1 5 7 ,1 5 9  

O kri, B en, 41 , 108, 112, 124 ,255 , 
256

O xym oron, v, 1, 2, 3, 38 , 57, 59 , 113, 
164, 230

Pastoral m ode, 2 09 , 216, 217, 228, 
232, 233, 254 

Pavel, Thom as, 27 , 28 , 255 
Plato, 12, 1 3 ,2 2 ,3 1 , 103, 114 
Postcolonialism , v , 3 ,4 ,  3 5 ,3 9 ,4 2 ,

4 3 ,5 1 ,5 2 ,6 2 ,  6 3 ,6 8 , 6 9 ,7 1 , 103,
105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111,
113, 114, 117, 118, 120, 122, 123,
124, 126, 127, 129, 130, 139, 146,
150, 158, 166
T hird  W orld , 67, 68 , 83 , 108, 205, 

2 2 3 ,2 2 7 , 231 
Postm odernism , v , 3 ,4 ,  9 ,2 6 , 35, 38, 

4 1 ,5 6 ,6 0 -9 7 , 103, 114, 150, 166,
198, 201, 203, 210, 225, 226, 233 

Poststructuralism , 166, 189, 196 
Potolsky, M atthew , 8 , 1 1 ,2 1 ,3 2 , 39,

6 1 ,1 6 6 , 189, 255 
Pow er, Susan, 76, 78, 84 , 112, 159,

2 5 6 .2 5 8
The G rass D ancer, 76 , 78 , 84,

159, 256, 258



264 Uncertain M irrors

Prim itivism , 68 , 69, 73 , 119, 120, 123 
Q uantum  physics, 3, 4 , 55, 59, 76,

247
Realism

B ourgeois realism , 6, 66 , 67 , 70 
E xtended realism , 197 
Falsism , 2 0 ,2 1 ,2 6 ,  37, 117 
H yperreality , 82, 90 , 94 
N egative  realism , 6 ,4 7 ,  2 4 0 ,2 4 1 , 

244, 245 
N ineteenth-century  realism , 3 ,9 ,  

18, 19, 2 5 ,2 6 ,2 9 ,  54, 59 , 71 
Postpositiv ist realism , 166 
R ealist epistem ology, 5, 167 
R eferential ontology, 196 
T he possible, viii, 2 , 4 , 12, 13, 20, 

2 3 ,2 4 , 2 7 ,2 8 ,2 9 ,3 5 ,3 6 ,4 5 ,  
5 1 ,5 3 ,5 5 ,5 6 ,5 7 ,5 8 ,  59 , 75, 
7 6 ,7 8 , 8 6 ,8 7 ,9 0 ,9 1 ,9 3 ,  154, 
162, 1 6 3 ,1 6 8 , 172, 177, 188, 
198, 199, 202, 209, 2 2 1 ,2 2 4 , 
236, 237 , 242, 245 

V irtual reality , 83 
Reed, Ishm ael, 80 , 96, 2 54 , 256 
Referential trap, 197 
R eincarnation , 165, 175, 176, 177, 

190, 191
R om ance, v , 3 ,9 ,  1 6 ,2 0 ,2 5 , 30 , 32, 

35 , 36, 46 , 47 , 50, 55, 58 , 62 , 120, 
129, 136, 1 5 8 ,2 5 1 ,2 5 9  

R ushdie, Salm an, 41 , 42 , 53, 61 , 108, 
113, 161, 164, 188, 189, 191 ,247 , 
252, 256 

Said, Edw ard, 116 
Shakespeare, W illiam , 16, 18, 126, 

129, 136, 139, 142, 149, 2 5 3 ,2 5 6  
The Tem pest, 129, 136, 139, 149,

1 5 9 ,2 5 7
Silko, L eslie  M ., 5 , 42 , 194-208 ,213- 

2 2 1 ,2 3 1 ,2 3 4 , 235 
C erem ony, 5, 194, 199, 200, 201, 

2 0 2 ,2 0 3 ,2 0 5 -2 1 8 , 2 2 1 ,2 3 4 , 
235

Sim ultaneity , 48 , 51, 59 , 84 
Slem on, Stephen, 47 , 52, 107, 110, 

116, 117, 257 
Social constructionism , 196

Social transform ation, 45 , 78, 86 , 87, 
8 9 ,9 0 ,9 1 ,9 2 ,  116, 196, 220 

Spindler, W illiam , 55 , 73, 257 
Supernatural, 43 , 55 , 8 2 ,9 8 ,1 0 1 ,

107, 108, 125, 128, 138, 139, 140, 
143, 149, 157 

Surrealism . 3 , 19, 40 , 44 , 45 , 46 , 61, 
105, 109, 158, 249 

Tan, A m y, 5 , 48 , 121, 165, 171, 175, 
177, 178, 181, 188, 190. 191 
The H undred  Secret Senses, 5, 48, 

165, 171, 175-181, 188, 190 
T atark ievicz, W ladyslaw , 1 1 ,1 3 , 14,

3 1 ,2 5 8
T ransgression , 37 , 83, 87, 89 , 106, 

124, 125, 165 ,234  
Trans-selv ing , v , 161, 182, 183, 189 
trickster, 9 3 ,9 5 , 96 , 97, 9 8 ,1 0 2 , 123, 

143, 148, 248, 254, 2 5 7 ,2 5 8  
U nselv ing, 182, 186 
U topia  (E nvironm ental), 87 , 201, 

2 0 2 ,2 1 8 ,2 3 0  
V iolence, 48, 92 , 97 , 100, 138, 139,

1 8 7 ,2 1 3 ,2 1 4 ,2 1 5 ,2 1 6 , 244 
V izenor, G erald, 4 , 72, 76, 77, 93 , 94, 

9 6 ,9 7 , 98, 1 0 0 ,1 0 1 ,1 2 1 , 123, 
153, 159, 165 ,223 
Bearheart, th e  H eirship

C hronicles, 4, 72, 76, 77, 93- 
ЮЗ, 121, 165 ,223  

Earthdivers. Tribal N arratives o f  
M ixed  D escen t, 98, 258 

G riever, 93
M ythic verism , 97 , 100, 101 ,102  
Term inal creeds, 97 , 98 , 9 9 ,1 0 0 , 

102
V onnegut, K urt, 75

Slaughterhouse-F ive, 75 
W att, Ian , 13, 1 9 ,2 1 ,2 3 ,7 1 ,2 5 8  
Y am ashita, K aren  T ., 4 , 5, 72-96,

101 ,121 , 124, 128, 165, 194, 199,
2 0 1 ,2 0 2 -2 0 5 ,2 1 9 , 2 2 0 ,2 2 1 ,2 2 4 ,
226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 232, 233,
2 3 4 ,2 3 6
B razil M aru, 79
T he M atacäo, 202, 219-237



Index 265

Tropic o f  O range, 4 , 72, 76, 77, Through th e  A rc  o f  th e  Rain
78-93, 95, 101, 104, 121, 128, Forest. 218-235
205 Z am ora, Lois Parkinson, 41 , 54, 57,

6 1 ,8 7 ,1 1 2 , 125


