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Abhinavagupta, 82

Abhisekha ritual, 22

Adharma, 42. See also Dharma

Aditi, 9-10, 18, 152

Adityas, 9

Adultery, 81, 82-83, 86, 88, 89, 90,
91-92 .

Advaita Vedanta, 4

Afzalkhan, 110

Agnayi, 17

Agni, 6, 14, 15, 74, 178, 195; and
Prthivi, 9; Siva as, 47

Agnicayana ritual, 66

Agni-purana, 117, 191

Ahirmsa, 146

Anom kings, 187

Aindri, 156, 159

Aiyai, 145-146

Aksobhya, 171

Alaksmi, 20, 34, 154

Ambika, 36

Ambivalence, 198, 200, 201, 208-209

Amitabha, Dhyani Buddha, 165, 166

Amman, 198

Ammavaru, 201

Amoghasiddhi, Dhyani Buddha, 165

Amrta. See Nectar of immortality

Amsa, 9

Anandamath, 181-182

Ancestor rituals, 193

Andhaka, 158, 159

INDEX

Androgyny, 29, 50, 57, 58, 62-93

Anekakotibrahmindajanai, 133

Animals: goddesses and, 219; sacri-
ficed, 15, 112, 113, 114, 146. See
also Buffalo; Goat

Annakuta festival, 143

Annapurna, 126, 143, 175

Antistructure, 130

Aparajita, 107

Aprameya, 133

Aranyani, 16

Ardhanarisvara, 49, 50, 52, 53

Arjuna, 107-108, 139

Arul. See Grace

Arya, 66, 152

Aryaman, 9

Aryans, 55-56

Aryistava, 141

Asceticism/ascetic austerities, 71; of
Bappa, 110; of Bhagiratha, 188; of
demons, 96, 101; v. dharma, 39;
heat generated by, 42, 43, 48; v.
householder, 46-48, 49, 52: of
Mahadevi, 159; of Parvati, 42-43,
44, 53, 119; of Prajapati, 178; of
Sarasvati, 63; of Siva, 35, 38, 39,
40, 46, 48, 52, 53-54

Asiva, 152

Asparajita, 179, 181

Assam, 38, 145, 186, 187

Aévinas, 56
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Asvins, 7, 15

Atharva-veda, 9

Atisa, 166

Atman, 93, 141

Austerities, See Asceticism/ascetic
austerities

Avalokitesvara, 165, 166

Avataras, 138. See also Visnu, de-
scends in forms

Ayana, 86, 88

Ayodhya, 70, 71

Bagala, 162

Bali, 23, 25, 33-34, 188

Baluchistan, 212, 214

Banabhatta, 117, 155

Banaras, 143, 177, 183-184, 246 n. 24;
death rituals in, 192-193, 194; as
sacred, 191

Banares Hindu University, 64

Banasura, 176

Bappa, 110

Bee, 239 n. 23

Bengal: animal sacrifices in, 146; Bud-
dhism in, 165; festivals in, 113, 115,
146; goddesses in, 3; Kali in, 116,
120, 122, 125; Krsna in, 88-89, 90,
91; as mother, 181; Radha in, 3;
Sakta devotionalism in, 122, 125,
126; Vaisnavism, 3, 81, 89, 90, 91

Bhaga, 9

Bhagavad-gita, 102, 139

Bhagavata-purana, 83, 84, 117, 159,
176

Bhagiratha, 188

Bhairava, 162

Bhairavi, 162

Bharati, 11, 15

Bharat Mata cult, 181, 184, 185

Bhasa, 155

Bhatarsi Deota, 203

Bhatta Narayana, 82

Bhavabhiti, 117, 119-120, 145, 147

Bhavani, 109, 110

Bhimadevi, 170

Bhoga, 52

Bhudevi, 17, 179

Bhukti, 58

Bhuvanesvari, 162

Blood, 128-129, 148, 176

Blood sacrifices, 18, 112-113, 114,
116, 117, 145-146, 171, 173-175,
205-208, 218

Bloodthirstiness, 97, 99, 100, 112,
139-140, 144, 145, 146, 156, 158

Boar, 152, 181

Brahma, 30, 156; created, 133, 201;
and creation, 137; and Durga, 96,
100; and Ganges River, 189, 196;
and Kali, 122; as male and female
halves, 57; meditates, 57; and
Sarasvati, 55, 57, 58, 59, 63; and
Siva, 37

Brahman. See Reality, ultimate

Brahmanas, 10, 11, 12, 13, 55, 57, 178

Brahmani, 156, 159

Brahmaputra River, 189

Brahma-vaivarta-purana, 58, 82, 92,
93, 94

Brhaddharma-purana, 109, 163, 164,
165, 191

Brhali, 152

Brhaspati, 6

Brhatkathamanjari, 145

Brubaker, Richard, 208

Bruner, Jerome, 78

Bubhaneévar, 148

Buddha, 153, 155

Buddhisaktisvarupini, 59

Buddhism, 56; Bengal, 165; goddesses
in, 153, 172-173, 187; Tantric, 167,
172, 177; Tibetan, 165-166, 167,
171, 172, 177

Buffalo: demon (see Mabhisa); sacri-
ficed, 112, 114, 146, 205-208

Caitanya, 88

Calcutta, 146

Camunda, 117, 145, 146, 147, 148-
149, 156, 159
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Canda, 101, 118

Candalas, 118

Candamari, 117, 146-147, 148

Candi, 117

Candidas, 86-88

Carmamunda, 147-148

Carudatta, 155

Caste, 63, 248-249 n. 12

Catastrophe, 198, 204-205, 207, 208,
209, 211

Cauvery River, 189, 191

Chastity, 74, 76, 78

Chatterjee, Bankim Chandra, 181-183

Cheating Death, 166

Children, afflicted, 152, 153, 154-155,
160

Chinnamasta, 172-177; .and blood,
173, 175, 176; in Buddhism, 172-
173; and cremation ground, 173,
176; described, 172-173, 175; as
Hindu deity, 173, 177; and lotus,
173; as Mahavidyas, 165; as Nara-
sithha, 161: as nude and headless,
172, 175; represents life-death-sex
cycle, 173, 175, 176; self-decapita-
tion of, 162, 172, 173, 175, 176, 177;
as Vajrayogini, 172-173, 175; wor-
shiped, 173, 177

Chola sculpture, 145

Churning-of-the-ocean myth, 26-27,
67, 112, 154. See also Creation

Cow, 7; 10, 12, 16, 33

Creation: Brahma in, 137; Brahmanas
on, 178; Danu and, 16; Durga and,
97, 102, 104-105; of gods, 133, 201;
Krsna in, 58, 93; Mahadevi in, 133,
136-137, 141, 161; myths, 26-27,
67,112, 154, 178; Pancaratra School
on, 30; Parvati in, 49, 50; Prajapati
in, 178; primordial waters in, 16,
21, 26; Rg-veda on, 188; rivers in,
188; Sarasvati in, 58, 62; Siva in,
37, 38, 49, 50; sound in, 11, 13, 18;
Sri-Laksmi in, 21, 26-27, 30, 68;
Vic in, 12; Visnu in, 30, 67-68, 161

Cremation grounds, 57 148; Chinna-
masta in, 173, 176; Kali in, 116,
117, 118, 124, 125, 126, 130, 147, 214

Cry of Suffering to Tara, 167

Daksa, 9, 23, 36, 37, 53, 119; sacri-
fice by, 38, 162, 163, 186; v. Siva,
38, 39

Daksinakali, 130

Damayanti, 78

Dance: Kali's, 119-120, 130; of Matr-
kas, 156; Siva's, 47, 48, 53, 119,
120, 122, 203

Dantura, 148

Danu, 16

Darmadra, 166

Daruka, 118

Dasamahavidyas, 119, 138

Dasara festival, 106-107, 108, 110-
111

Dasavataracarita, 82, 83

Dawn, 7, 8, 14

Death, 129, 131; cheated, 167, 168,
172; goddesses and, 13, 124, 125,
128, 146-148, 149, 167, 168, 172,
198, 206, 208; rituals, 191, 192-193,
194; and sexuality, 173

Delusion (maya), 100, 104-105, 135-
136

Demons: austerities by, 96, 101; buf-
falo (see Mahisa); Durga v., 95, 96-
97, 98, 99, 100, 101-102, 104, 105,
106, 107, 110, 112, 114-115, 118,
138; goddesses, 153-154, 159; Kali
v., 118, 119, 120, 124; Mahadevi
v., 138, 144, 156, 158, 159; Parvati
v., 96; Siva and, 203; in Sri-Laksmi,
23-25; and village goddesses, 205,
206, 208. See glso Bali; Kaitabha;
Madhu; Nisumbha; Sumbha

Destruction: goddesses and, 13, 124,
125, 128, 146-148, 149; by Siva, 47,
137

Devi. See Mahadevi

Devi-bhagavata-purana, 58, 63, 82,
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99, 109, 156; on Mahadevi, 133,
137, 138, 139, 179

Devi-mahatmya, 96, 132, 139; on
Durga, 100, 101, 102, 104, 105, 106;
on Kali, 118; on Mahadevi, 145,
148, 179; on Matrkas, 156, 158

Devi-purana, 109

Devotion: divine-human, 82, 85, 89-
90; of goddesses, 4; to Krsna, 81-
82, 84-85, 88-89, 90, 91, 92, 94; of
Parvati, 35-36, 52-53, 54; of
Radha, 81, 82, 85, 88-89, 90; to
Radha, 90-91, 94; by ritual suicide,
145-146; of Sita, 4, 79-80. See also
Sakta devotionalism

Dhara, 179

Dharma (god), 23

Dharma, 28, 40, 63, 129; and adhar-
ma, 42; v. asceticism, 39; Durga
and, 96, 101; and moksa, 4, 52; and
mukti, 58; Parvati and, 4, 46, 47

Dharma-éastras, 4, 29, 99, 115

* Dharni Deota, 203

Dhisana, 15

Dhiimavati, 162, 163

Dhvanyalokalo-cana, 82

Dimock, Edward, 211

Dipavali (Divali) festival, 33, 34, 116

Disease, and goddesses, 155, 160, 198,
200, 204, 205, 208, 209, 211

Diti, 152

Divine couples: Krsna and Radha as,
91, 93; Rama and Sita as, 65, 78-
79, 91; Siva and Parvati as, 52, 91;
Siva and Sati as, 40; sky and earth
as, 25; Visnu and Laksmi as, 91

Divine essence. See Sakti

Douglas, Mary, 129

Dubois, Abbé J. A., 106

Durga (demon), 96

Durga, 3, 36, 95-115, 132, 166, 175;
blond sacrifices to, 112-113, 114; as
bloodthirsty, 97, 99, 100, 112; and
Brahma, 96, 100; character of, 97;
cosmic interventions by, 101-102;
creates goddesses, 97, 102; and cre-

ation, 104-105; as delusion, 100,
104-105; v. demons, 95, 96-97, 98,
99, 100, 101-102, 104, 105, 106,
107, 110, 112, 114-115, 118, 138;
Devi-bhagavata-purana on, 99,
138, Devi-mahatmya on, 100, 101,
102, 104, 105, 106; and earth, 105;
and fertility, 95, 111-112, 113, 114;
festival for (see Durga Pija); forms
of, 95, 96, 101, 114, 118, 165;
guards dharma, 96, 101; as hunger,
100; hymns to, 107-108; as inde-
pendent, 97, 99, 115; intercedes,
102-104; and Kali, 97, 112, 118,
124, 125, 165; Kalika-purana on,
108-109; as liminal, 97, 99-100,
101, 115; and lion, 95, 97, 106, 109;
Mahdabharata on, 107; as Maha-
devi, 138; and Matrkas, 118; in me-
dieval Hinduism, 96, 109; and mili-
tary themes, 106-111; as mother,
95, 113, 114, 181; and mountains,
99, 107; names for, 99, 100, 104,
105, 107, 117; and nine crops, 111;
as non-Aryan, 96; origin of, 96-97,
101, 104; and Pandava brothers,
107, 108; and prakrti, 104, 105;
protects warriors, 107-109; and
Rama, 107, 108, 109; Ramayana
on, 107, 108; and éakti, 97, 104,
105; as sexually dangerous, 114-
115; as Siva's wife, 95, 113, 114,
115; as sleep, 100; suitors of, 97-99;
in Tamil, 114-115; in Vedic litera-
ture, 18, 95; and Visnu, 96, 97,
100-101, 102, 104; worshiped, 99,
100, 102, 106-115, 177

Durga Paja, 95; animal sacrifices in,
112, 113, 114, 146; in Bengal, 113,
115; daughters return in, 113-114,
115; as harvest festival, 111, 112;
military themes and, 106, 107, 109,
110-111; ribald behavior in, 112,
113; Sri-Laksmi worshiped in, 33

Dussaha, 154

Duty, 31
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Dvaraka, 83

Dwarf, 28, 188
Dyaus, 8, 9, 25
Dyavaprthivi, 8

Earth, 25, 105; as goddess, 17, 178-
184; goddess rooted in, 186; Maha-
devi as/and, 143, 149-150, 179-
181, 186, 187; as mother, 181; Par-
vati as, 50; Prthivi as, 8, 178, 179;
sacred power of, 185; Sati as, 40;
Sita as, 68, 70; sky and, 40, 50

Eck, Diana, 192, 196

Elephants, 21, 22, 34, 163

Fertility, 214, 218-219; agricultural
and human as interdependent, 113;
Durga and, 95, 111-112, 113, 114;
and Ganges River, 194, 196; of In-
dra, 25; Kali and, 146; kings and,
22, 67-70; lotus and, 21; of Prthivi,
9; of Sarasvati, 10-11, 55, 56, 58;
of Sini}rili, 15; of Sita, 65, 66, 67,
70; of Sri-Laksmi, 4, 20, 22, 23, 26,
28, 33, 58, 68; and Yaksas, 26

Festival: Annakuta, 143; in Banaras,
143; in Bengal, 113, 115, 146; Da-
sara, 106-107, 108, 110-111; Dipa-
vali, 33, 34, 116; Durga’s (see
Durga Paja); function of, 207, 209;
harvest, 111, 112; as liminal, 207;
for Mahadevi, 143; in North India,
63-64; as ritual disorder, 209;
Sarasvati’s, 63-64; Sri-Laksmi’s,
33; for village goddesses, 199, 202,
204-208, 209; vows in, 206

Figurines, 212-215, 216, 217, 218,
219, 220

Fire: cult, 55; as purifying, 189

Forbes, Alexander, 106-107

Forest, 16, 41

Gaja-Laksmi, 22, 34
Gandharvas, 60

Ganesa, 34, 44, 45, 95, 114
Ganga, 3, 56, 57, 79, 190, 192

Ganga Lahari, 193

Ganga Ma, 193-194

Ganges River: Agni-purana on, 191;
ancestor rituals on, 193; Brahma
and, 189, 196; Brhaddharma-purana
on, 191; and death rituals, 191, 192-
193; descends from heaven, 188-
189, 192, 195; and fertility, 194, 196;
Gupta period on, 191-192; health
restored by, 194-195, 196; hymn to,
194; and Karttikeya, 195; and Krsna,
188; as link between worlds, 192-
193; as mother, 193-194; names for,
193; nourishes, 194; as Parvati’s co-
wife, 195; personified, 191-192; pil-
grimages to, 191, 192-193, 194, 196;
as sacred, 188-196; ‘as sakti, 195;
and Siva, 188, 189, 192, 195-196;
source of, 191; as threshold, 191-
192; and Visnu, 188-189, 192, 196

Garuda, 156

Garuda-purana, 117

Gaudavaho, 107, 117

Gauri, 46, 119, 145

Geography, 4; sacred, 38, 40, 56, 178-
196 (see also Ganges River); Pithas;
Tirthas

Giriputri, 41

Girirajaputri, 41

Girisa, 41

Gitagovinda, 82, 83, 85, 86

Goat, 146

God(s), 3, 5, 6; cowherd, 81; create
goddesses, 96-97, 101, 104, 156;
divine play of, 105; as dominant, 17;
and goddesses, 16-17, 23-26, 222 n.
24 (see also Divine couples); in-
tervention of, 102; king of, 23; and
Mahadevi, 137-138; and Matrkas,
151, 156, 160; mother of, 9, 66;
power of (sakti), 49, 156; Sanskrit,
197

Goddess(es): ambivalent, 208; and
animals, 219; animal sacrifices to,
146; battle/warrior, 18, 63, 176, 177
(see also Durga; Kali); Bengal, 3; in
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Buddhism, 153, 172-173; on coins,
37: created, 96-97, 101, 102, 104,
156; as dangerous if unmarried, 115,
202, 203-204, 227-228 n. 52, 235 n.
58; demon, 153-154, 159; as domi-
nant, 216; earth as, 17, 178-184; on
figurines, 212-215, 216, 217, 218,
219-220; forest, 16; geographical, 3,
4 (see also Ganga); and gods, 16-17,
18, 222 n. 24 (see also Divine
couples); “grace” of, 204, 208, 211;
headless, 172, 173, 175, 176; hun-
gry, 148; India, as, 178, 181-184;
Indo-European, 223 n. 3; as Maha-
devi manifested, 4, 5, 18, 42,
138-139, 140; male attendants of,
198; masculine roles of, 4; minor,
14-17; as mother, 5, 7, (see also
Matrkas); natures of, 5; nude, 116,
125, 172, 175, 176; powers of, 63;
and prakrti, 3; and prayer, 11; river,
55-57, 58; as role models, 63; and
sacred sites, 185-186; sacrificial, 11,
15; $akti personified by, 49, 63, 104,
122, 133, 156; on seals, 215, 217,
218-219, 220; sex roles expressed by,
4; and snakes, 211; swords named
for, 109-110; Tamil, 198; Tantric,
122; tensions expressed by, 4; unity
of, 41, 132-133 (see also Maha-
devi): in Vedic texts, 2, 6-18; vil-
lage (see Village goddesses); wor-
shiped, 145-146, 153, 154, 212-220

Gopis, 83-85, 159

Grace, 54; of goddesses, 204, 208, 211;
of Siva, 36, 53, 54; of Visnu, 31, 32

Gramadevata, 197

Granthakarini, 60

Guhyatiguhya-tantra, 161

Gundadabbe, 145

Gupta ideology, 181, 191-192

Halima, 152

Hanuman, 72, 73, 79, 80
Haravijaya, 147
Hariscandra, 139

Hariti, 153

Harivarhsa, 66, 83, 140

Harsacarita, 155

Heat: of austerities, 42, 43, 48, 71; of
fidelity, 71

Hemacandra, 83

Hermaphrodism, 50

Himalaya, 97, 114, 119

Himalaya Mountains, 36, 37, 40, 99

Himavat, 36, 37, 42, 140

Hinduism; on ahirhsa, 146; blood and
death in, 128-129; Brahmanic, 2,
146; classical, 55, 56; epic period in,
19, 36-37; goddesses as dominant
in, 216; ideals of, 77; later, 17-18,
23-29, 55, 57-64; on linga and yoni,
216, 217; marital roles in, 76-77;
medieval, 18, 27-28, 40, 96, 109,
156, 216; moksa as goal in, 63;
popular, 2, 3, 79, 146; post-epic
period in, 2, 155-156; refinement of
nature in, 63; river-crossing meta-
phor in, 56; rivers as sacred in, 189;
Sakti in, 133, 135; speech in, 59;
woman's role in, 76-77

Homages to the Twenty-one Taras,
166, 168

Hotra, 11, 15

Householder, 35, 43, 46; v. ascetic,
46-48, 49, 52

Hunger, 100, 146-148, 149

Hymns: to Durga, 107-108; to Ganges
River, 194; to Kali, 124, 125, 127-
128; to Mahadevi, 140, 141, 142; to
Prthivi, 9, 178, 179; to Sita, 66; to
Sri-Laksmi, 20, 21; to Tara, 166,
167, 168, 170. See also Mantra

1da; '11,:15

Ila, 15

Immortality, 26; nectar/milk of, 26~
27, 67-68, 112, 154, 194

India: as body of Devi, 187; as cen-
ter of world, 56; as goddess, 178,
181-184; independence movement
in, 181, 182; Kali as, 181; as mother,
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181, 182, 184, 185; North, 34, 65,
78, 197, 204, 211 (see also Bengal);
as sacred, 178, 185; as Sati's burial
ground, 187; South, 146, 197, 198,
200, 202 (see also Tamil); villages
in, 197

Indra, 6, 9, 16, 17, 67, 109, 156;
brings rain, 25; fertility of, 25; and
Karttikeya, 152; as king of gods,
23; and Matrkas, 151, 153; and
plow, 25; and Prthivi, 91; and
rivers, 188; and Sarasvati, 56; and
Sita, 66; and Sri-Laksmi, 23, 25,
27; and Vrtra, 188

Indrani (Saci), 17, 18

Indus Valley, 212-220; goddess figu-
rines in, 214-215, 216, 217, 218-
219, 220; great mother cult in, 216;
religion in, 215-216; Saktism in,
216; stone symbols in, 215-216, 217

Jagaddhatri, 126, 143
Jaganmata, 60
Jagatikanda, 133
Jagganatha, 193

Jainism, 56, 107, 245 n. 10
Jajpur, 148

Jakata tales, 195

Janaka, 68

Jara, 153-154

Jayadeva, 82, 83, 85
]ihvég_révisini, 59
Jhanasakti, 59

Jumna, 56

Jumna River, 84, 189, 191-192
Jyestha, 154

Kadambari, 117, 155

Kadru, 152

Kaitabha, 96, 100, 101, 102, 104, 109

Kaki, 152

Kali, 3, 18, 44, 46, 116-131, 202,
204; in Agni-purana, 117; appear-
ance of, 116, 117, 118, 119, 122,
124-125, 126, 130, 181; as battle
goddess, 116-117, 118, 119, 120,

130, 131; in Bengal, 116, 120, 122,
125; in Bhagavata-purana, 117; and
blood, 128; blood sacrifices to, 116,
117, 146, 173, 175; and Brahma,
122; as Camunda, 117, 156; as
Candi, 117; and cremation ground,
116, 117, 118, 124, 125, 126, 130,
147, 214; as Daksinakali, 130;
dances, 119-120, 130; as dangerous;
as death, destruction, 124, 125,
128; v. demons, 118, 119, 120, 124;
in Devi-mahatmya, 118; as domi-
nant, 120; and Durga, 97, 112, 118,
124, 125, 165; early representations
of, 213, 214; and fertility, 146;
festival for, 116; as forbidden, 124;
as frightening, 116, 117, 124, 125,
165; in Garuda-purana, 117; hymn
to, 124, 125, 127-128; as India, 181;
as Krsna, 161; as liminal, 117-118,
131; as Mahadevi manifestation,
122-123; as Mahavidya, 119, 122,
161, 162, 164, 165, 172; mantra of,
122, 124; as mistress of universe,
124, 125; as mother, 126, 127; 128,
181; as nude, 116, 125, 162, 163,
181; origin of, 118; as Parvati's
alter ego, 118-119, 120, 124, 126,
165; as reality, 122, 124, 128, 129-
131; in Sakta devotionalism, 122,
125, 126; as sakti, 123; and/as Sati,
119, 163, 165; as sayior. 124, 125;
and Sita, 119; and Siva, 116, 118,
119-120, 122, 123, 124, 126, 127,
130, 131, 203; in Tantrism, 122-
123, 124, 125, 126-127, 147, 164; as
Tara, 165, 171-172; and thieves,
117; threatens cosmos, 116, 120,
122, 124; as Vindhyavasini, 117;
and Visnu, 122; worshiped, 116,
117-118, 120, 122, 124, 125-126,
127, 128, 130-131, 147, 165

Kalidasa, 37

Kalighat temple, 146

Kalika-purana, 108-109, 145, 147, 163

Kalpanasakti, 59
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Kama, 42, 47, 142, 143, 173

Kamada-tantra, 123

Kamagiri, 186, 187

Kamakhya, 145, 186, 187

Kamalkhya-tantra, 122

Kamala, 162, 163. See also Sri-Laksmi

Kamaripa, 38

Karsa, 83, 84

Kannagi, 201

Kanniyakumari, 202

Kapila, 188

Kardama, 20

Karparadi-stotra, 124, 125

Karttikeya, 36, 43, 44, 95, 114; birth
of, 152; and Ganges River, 195; and
Indra, 152; Mahabharata on, 152-
153; Matrkas and, 151, 152, 153,
155, 156

Kaumari, 156, 159

Kausika-siitra, 66

Kausiki, 119

Kavijihvagravasini, 59

Kavitavali, 78, 79

Kena-upanisad, 36

Kesai Khati, 145

King/kingship, 4, 68, 181; and fertil-
ity, 22, 67-70; of gods, 23

Korravai, 176, 177

Kotavi, 176, 177

Krsna, 96, 107, 139; as androgynous,
58, 92-93; in Bengal, 88-89, 90, 91;
Bhagavata-purana on, 83, 84; and
creation, 58, 93; devotion to,
81-82, 84-85, 88-89, 90, 91, 92, 94;
and Ganges River, 188; and gopis,
83-85, 159; as incarnation of Visnu,
83-84; as irresistible, 81, 82, 84, 85;
Kali as, 161; and Karsa, 83, 84;
and Matrkas, 154; and Radha, 81-
82, 83, 85, 89, 91, 92-94; and real-
ity, 58, 92; and Rukmini, 81; Sakti
of, 58, 91, 92; and Sarasvati, 58,
59; and Satyabhama, 81; in Vraja,
82, 83, 84, 85; worshiped, 88-89,
90, 91

Krsnananda Agamavagisa, 171

Krttivasa, 109

Ksemendra, 82, 83, 145
Ksetrapati, 66

Kubera, 25, 34

Kulli culture, 212, 213
Kumaragupta, 181

Kumara Kampana, 110
Kumari-tantra, 145
Kurma-purana, 140
Kurukulla, 170. See also Tara

Laksmana, 70, 74, 79

Laksmi. See Sri-Laksmi

Laksmi-tantra, 30, 31

Lalita, 90, 91

Lalita-sahasranama, 133; on Maha-
devi, 137, 138, 140, 141, 142, 143,
179

Lanka, 109

Liminality, 207; of dead, 131: of
Durga, 97 99-100; of infants, 131;
of Kalr, 117-118, 131

Linga: Siva's, 38, 39, 49, 195, 217; and
yoni, 40, 49, 52, 216, 217

Linga-purana, 118, 154

Lion: Durga rides, 95, 97, 106, 109;
Visnu as man-, 152, 159, 181

Lohitayani, 152

Lotus, 163, 173; and elephant, 22; and
fertility, 21; as pure, 21; and Saras-
vati, 62; seat, 21; and Sri-Laksmf,
21,22 32

Love in separation (viraha), 81, 82-
83, 85, 89, 93

Lozang tenpe jets’en, 167

Madhu, 96, 100, 101, 102, 104, 109

Mahabhagavata-purana, 163, 164,
165, 191

Mahabharata, 29, 36, 41, 67, 81, 107;
on Karttikeya, 152-153; on Ma-
hadevi, 141; on Matrkas, 151, 153,
154, 155, 158, 160; Sabha-parva of,
153: Salya-parva of, 152; Vana-
parva of, 151, 153

Mahacinatara, 170-171, 172
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Mahadevi, 132-150; appearance of,
137, 139-140, 141-142; as auspi-
cious, 139-150; austerities by, 159;
as bee, 239 n. 23; as bloodthirsty,
139-140, 144, 145; brings rain, 143;
as cosmic queen, 137-138, 161; and
creation, 133, 136-137, 141, 161; as
dangerous, 139-140, 144, 146-147;
and death, 146-148, 149; and delu-
sion, 135-136; v. demons, 138, 144,
156, 158, 159; as destruction, 146-
148, 149; Devi-bhagavata-purana
on, 133, 137, 138, 139, 179; Devi-
mahatmya on, 145, 148, 179; as
dominant, 135, 137-138, 164; as
dreadful, 139-140, 144, 149; earth/
world and, 143, 149-150, 179-181,
186, 187; festival for, 143; as food,
141, 143-144, 149; forms of, 119,
138, 139-150, 159, 161; function of,
137-139, 140-141; gods are depen-
dent on, 137-138; human sacrifice
to, 145; and hunger, 146-148, 149;
hymn to, 140, 141, 142; India as
body of, 187; and Kama, 142, 143;
Lalita-sahasranama on, 137, 138,
140, 141, 142, 143, 179; as libera-
tion, 141; as mad, 140; Mahabha-
rata on, 141; Mahavidyas and, 161;
Matrkas as form of, 158; as mother,
133, 138, 139, 149, 186; names of,
133, 135, 135, 138, 140, 141, 142,
143, 179; negative aspects of, 135,
139-140; other goddesses manifest
as, 4, 5. 18, 42, 122-123, 136, 138-
139, 140, 141, 143, 164; and Par-
vati, 139, 140; as prakrti, 135-136,
142, 143, 179; as protectress, 139,
140, 144, 145; as reality, 132, 133,
135, 136-137, 141; and éSakti, 133,
135, 136, 142, 143; Saundaryala-
hari on, 137, 141, 142; as sexual
desire, 142-143, 149; and Siva, 133,
142, 164; and Visnu, 133, 138, 139;
as warrior, 138, 139, 144; and wis-
dom and learning, 141; worshiped,
139, 140, 141, 145

Mahamatrkas, 152. See also Matrkas

Mahamaya, 100, 104, 135

Mahamaya-vijayavahini Tara, 170

Mahamoha, 100

Mahanavami, 107

Mahanirvana-tantra, 123, 140

Mahasuri, 100

Mahavani, 59

Mahavidyas, 161-165, 175; Chin-
namasta as, 165; described, 163; as
fearsome, 163, 164; function of,
163-164; as group, 164-165; Kali
as, 119, 122, 161, 162, 164, 165,
172; and Mahadevi, 161; named,
162; number of, 161; origin of, 162;
and ritual, 164; as Sakta version of
Visnu's forms, 161-162; and Sati,
162, 163, 164; and Siva, 162, 163,
164, 172; in Tantrism, 164; wor-
shiped, 161, 164. See also Tara

Mahesvari, 156, 159

Mahi, 11, 15, 179

Mabhisa, 95, 96, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102,
105, 106, 110, 112, 114-115, 138

Malati, 117

Malatimadhava, 117, 119-120, 145,
147

Malin1, 152

Manasa, 197, 210, 211

Manasara-silpa-sastra, 147

Manavala Mamunikal, 32

Mandalas, 21

Manikkavacakar, 46, 53

Manimekalai, 145

Mantras, 6, 12, 107; Kali's, 122, 124;
power of, 59; Sri-Laksmi’s, 30;
Tara’s, 170

Manu, 57

Manu-dharma-sastra, 70-71

Mara, 170

Mariyamman, 146, 197, 200-201, 211

Marriage, 15, 199

Marshall, Sir John, 217

Matangi, 162, 163, 207-208

Mathura, 82, 83

Matrkas, 3, 41, 151-160, 176, 177;
afflict children, 152, 153, 154-155,
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160; Bhagavata-purana on, 159; as
bloodthirsty, 156, 158; dance, 156;
as dangerous, 151, 152, 153, 155,
159; v. demons, 156, 158, 159; de-
scribed, 151-152, 153, 156; Devi-
bhagavata-purana on, 156; Devi-
mahatmya on, 156, 158; and dis-
ease, 155, 160; and Durga, 118; and
gods, 151, 153, 156, 158, 160; as
group, 151, 158, 160; as inauspi-
cious, 151, 152, 153, 154, 159; and
Indra, 151, 153; and Karttikeya,
151, 152, 153, 155, 156; Krsna and,
154; Mahabharata on, 151, 153,
154, 155, 158, 160; and Mahadevi,
156, 158, 159; as malevolent, 155,
159; Matsya-purana on, 158-159;
in medieval period, 156; named,
156, 159; Natya-sastra on, 155; as
non-Aryan, 155; number of, 151,
152, 153, 156, 158, 160; origin of,
97, 156, 158; in postepic period,
155-156; as protective, 151, 153;
and Siva, 155, 158-159; as $iva and
asiva, 152; speak several languages,
153, 155; Vamana-purana on, 156,
158; Varaha-purana on, 159; in
Vedic texts, 151; as village goddesses,
155, 160; as warriors, 156, 158, 159;
worshiped, 154, 155-156

Matsya-purana, 158-159

Maya. See Delusion

Mena, 37, 42, 43, 114

Milk. See Nectar of immortality

Minaksi, 202-203

Mitra, 6, 9

Mobhini, 67

Moksa, 101, 164, 191; and dharma, 4,
52; as goal, 63; in Tantrism, 123;
and unity of opposites, 123

Mother, 5, 7; Aditi as, 9, 10; Bengal

as, 181; Durga as, 95, 113, 114, .

181; earth as, 181; Ganges River as,
193-194; of gods, 9, 10, 66; India
as, 181, 182, 184, 185; Kali as, 126,
127, 128, 181; Mahadevi as, 133,

138, 139, 149, 186; Prthivi as, 8, 9;
Radha as, 93; Ratri as, 14; Saras-
vati as, 11; Sita as, 66, 78, 79; Vic
as 12; of world, 78, 79. See also
Matrkas

Mountains, 37, 41, 99, 107. See also
Himalaya Mountains

Mount Kailasa, 43, 202

Mount Meru, 147, 179, 189, 191

Mrcchakatika, 155

Mukti, 58

Milaprakrti, 135

Munda, 101, 118

Music, 11, 55, 60

Nanda, 83

Narada, 109

Narasirhha, 159, 161

Narasimhi, 156

Narmada River, 189

Nature. See Prakrti

Nataya-sastra, 155

Navaratra festival. See Durga Pija

Nectar of immortality, 26-27, 67-68,
112, 154, 194

Nigama-kalpataru, 122

Nilamata-purana, 21

Nirnayasindhu, 107

Nirrti, 13 -

Nirupama, 133

Niruttara-tantra, 122

Nirvara-tantra, 122

Nisumbha, 96, 101, 102, 118, 119,
156, 158

Ocean. See Churning-of-the-ocean
myth

Order, 203, 204. See also Dharma; Rta

Orissa, 33

Padma. See Sri-Laksmi
Padma-purana, 82

Palala, 152

Pallava sculpture, 145
Pancaratra schol, 29-31
Paricatattva ritual, 123-124
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Pandava brothers, 107, 108

Panis, 16

Paramesvari, 133

Parendi, 15

Parjanya, 9, 66

Parvati, 3, 34, 35-54, 78, 79, 132;
alter ego of, 118-119, 120, 124, 126,
165; as androgynous, 50; austerities
of, 42-43, 44, 53, 119; child of, 41-
42, 43, 44; complexion of, 42, 44-
46, 119; as creation force, 49, 50;
dark side of, 46; v. demons, 96; de-
votion of, 35-36, 52-53, 54; and
dharma, 4, 46, 47; as domesticator,
46, 47, 48, 120-122; as Durga, 95,
96, 114; as earth, 50; as forester, 41;
and Ganges River, 195; as Gauri,
46, 119; as grace, 36, 53, 54; as
householder, 35 43, 46, 49: and
Mahadevi, 42, 139, 140; as media-
tor, 53, 54; and mountains, 37, 41;
myths, 38, 41-46; nature of, 41; not
in Vedic texts, 18, 36; and prakrti,
49; as preserver, 47, 48; as reincar-
nation of Sati, 35, 36-37, 42; as role
model, 35; in Sakta texts, 41; as
akti, 35-36, 49-50; and Siva, 4,
35-36, 41-44, 46-50, 52, 53-54, 91,
116, 120-122, 195; as student, 54,

122; and Soma, 47; Sri-Laksmi

compared to, 35, 36; in Tamil Saiv-
ism, 53-54; worshiped, 53

Pativrata, 71, 76

Paurnamasi, 90

Peasant culture, 212-214

Periyapalayattamman, 197

Periyavaccan Pillai, 32

Picchila-tantra, 122

Pilgrimages, 184, 191, 192-193, 194,
196

Pithas, 38, 40, 184-187

Poetry, 55, 60

Pollution, 189

Power. See Sakti, Sri

Prahlada, 23-25

Prajapati, 9, 12, 13, 20, 178

Prakrti, 58; Durga and, 104, 105;
Mahadevi as, 135-136, 142, 143,
179; Parvati and, 49; Radha and,
92; as reality, 3; Sarasvati and, 62;
§ri-Laksm as, 31

Pratibha, 59 ;

Primordial waters, 16, 21, 26. See also
Churning-of-the-ocean myth

Prthivi, 10, 11, 126, 140; and Dyaus,
8,9, 25; as earth, 8, 17, 178, 179; fer-
tility of, 9; and gods, 9, 17; hymns
to, 9, 178, 179; as mother, 8, 9

Prthu, 67

Pija. See Durga Pija; Festival

Purarhdhi, 15

Puranas, 37, 83

Purification: by fire, 189; rites, 63,
129; by river, 56, 57, 189-191, 192;
by Sarasvati, 11, 55, 56

Purity, 21, 62

Purusa, 49, 58, 92

Pusan, 15

Pitana, 152, 154, 159

Rabindranath Tagore, 183

Rada, 4

Radha, 3, 18, 81-94; adultery of, 81,
82-83, 86, 88, 89, 90, 91-92; as an-
drogynous, 92-93; belongs to an-
other, 89-92, 93; Bengal Vaisnavas
on, 3, 89, 90, 91; Brahma-vaivarta-
purana on, 92, 93, 94; in creation,
93; devotion of, 81, 82, 85, 88-89,
90; devotion to, 90-91, 94; as emo-
tional, 81, 82, 85-86; as goddess, 91,
92, 93, 94; jealousy of, 94: and
Krsna 81-82, 83, 85, 89, 91, 92-94;
as mother, 93; names for, 93; poems
to, 86-88; and prakrti, 92; as sakti,
91, 92

Radhavallabhins, 94

Rain, 22, 58, 66, 143

Rajagrha, 153

Rajasiiya, 22

Raka, 15
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Raksasi, 152

Raktabija, 101, 118

Raktadantika, 148

Rama: cult, 79, 80; and Durga, 107,
108, 109; as ideal king, 68; origin of,
68, 70, 74; and Ravanpa, 109, 119,
139; and Sita, 65, 67, 68, 70-78, 79,
91; as supreme deity, 78, 80; as
virile, 68; worshiped, 65, 78

Ramanuja, 225 n. 53

Ramdyana (Krttivasa's), 109

Ramayana (Valmiki's), 36, 66, 78; on
Durga, 107, 108; on Hindu ideals,
77; on Rama, 68; on Sita, 65, 68, 70,
71-72, 76, 79, B0

Ramecarit-manas, 78, 79, 80

Ram Lila, 78, 79

Ramnagar, 177

Ramprasad Sen, 125, 126, 127-128,
165, 171-172

Rati, 42, 173

Ratnakara, 147

Ratri, 14

Riavana, 68, 70, 72, 73, 74, 76, 108;
slain, 109, 119, 139

Ray, Niharranjan, 185

Reality: Kalr as, 122, 124, 128, 129-
131; Krsna and, 58, 92; Mahadevi
as, 132, 133, 135, 136-137, 141;
prakrti as, 3; sakti as, 135; in
sound, 59; in Tantrism, 122; as
transcendent female, 132, 133; ulti-
mate, 58, 136-137, 141

Revati, 152

Rg-veda, 12, 67; Aditi in, 9; appendix
to, 20; on creation, 188; gods in, 6;
as mantras, 6; minor goddesses in,
14-17; Nirrti in, 13; Prthiviin, 8, 9,
178, 179; Ratriin, 14; riversin, 187-
188; sacrifice in, 15; Samara in, 16;
Sarasvati in, 10, 11, 56, 59; Saras-
vati River in, 187-188; speech in,
11; Surya in, 15; Usas in, 6-7

Ritual: abhisekha, 22; Agnicayana,
66; ancestor, 193; consecration, 22;
death, 191, 192-193, 194; life-cycle,

63; and Mahavidyas, 164; parica-
tattva, 123-124; purification, 63,
129; sacrifice, 15, 66, 178; on Saras-
vati River, 57; and Sati, 164; of
subjugation, 172; suicide, 145-146;
Tantric, 123-124; Tara and, 172;
Vac and, 12

River: in creation, 188; crossing, 56-
57, 184, 185, 186, 192; goddess (see
Sarasvati); Indra and, 188; as puri-
fying, 56, 57, 189-191; in Rg-veda,
187-188; as sacred, 56, 57, 184,
187-196. See also Ganges River;
Sarasvati River

Rsi. See Sage

Rta, 7-8, 10

Rudra, 17

Rudrani; 17, 36

Rudra-yamala, 171

Rukmini, 81

Riipa Gosvamin, 90

Sabaras, 99, 117

Sabda-brahman, 13

Sabdavasini, 59

Saci, 17, 18

Sacrifice, 18, 116, 117, 171, 173-175,
218; animal, 15, 112, 113, 114, 146,
205-208; Daksa’s, 38, 162, 163,
186; at Durga Puja, 146; goddesses
of, 11, 15; human, 145; humiliation
in, 205-206; to Mahadevi, 145; in
Rg-veda, 15; ritual, 15, 66, 178;
Siva and, 38, 39, 40; Soma's, 15,
23; in South India, 146

Sadhaka. See Tantrism

Sadhana, 123

Sadhanamala, 171, 175

Sagara, 188, 193, 194

Sage, 6, 11, 12, 152, 154, 188

Sailasuta, 41

Saivism, 36, 53-54

Sakambhari, 105, 143, 179

Sakhibhavas, 94

Sakta theology, 18, 38, 41, 122, 125,
126, 161-162; on pithas, 184-187
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Sakti, 13, 17, 18; of Ammavaru, 201;
of bliss, 91; Durga and, 97, 104,
105; as essence of divine, 133, 135;
Ganges River as, 195; as god's pow-
er, 49, 156; Kali as, 123; Krsna's,
58, 91, 92; Mahadevi as, 133, 135,
136, 142, 143; Parvati as, 35-36,
49-50; personified in goddess, 49,
63, 104, 122, 133, 156; Radha as,
91, 92; as reality, 135; Sarasvati as,
58; Siva's, 35-36, 49-50, 122;
Sri-Laksmi as, 30, 31; Visnu's, 30,
31

Saktiriipini, 60

Samadhi, 139

Sama-veda, 12

Sami tree, 108

Sarnkhya philosophy, 135

Sarhskaras, 63, 129

Sarama, 16, 152

Saranya, 16

Sarasvati, 3, 55-64, 95, 114; appear-
ance of, 58, 60; as ascetic, 63; and
Asvinas, 56; birth of, 57-58; bless-
ings of, 62; as bountiful, 56; and
Brahma, 55, 57, 58, 59, 63;
Brahmanas on, 11, 55, 57; and
Brahmans, 60; character of, 58, 60,
62, 63; as cosmic, 60; and creation,
58, 62; and culture/arts, 11, 17, 55,
57, 59, 60, 141; Devi-bhagavata-
purdana on, 63; fertility of, 10-11,
55, 56, 58; festival of, 63-64; as
healer, 56; and Indra, 56; and
Krsna, 58, 59; and Laksmi, 58; in
later Hinduism, 17-18, 55, 57-64;
and lotus, 62; and Mahadevi, 141;
as mother, 11; and music, 11, 55,
60; names for, 59, 60; and prakrti
62; as pure, 62; as purifying, 11, 55,
56; and rain, 58; Rg-veda on, 10,
11, 56, 59; and religious rites, 60;
as river goddess, 10, 11, 55-57, 58;
and sacrificial goddesses, 15; as
sakti, 58; and Sarasvati River,
55-57, 187-188; Satapatha-brah-

mana on 56; and Soma, 58; as
speech, 17-18, 55, 57, 59-60, 62;
and swan, 62; and thought/learn-
ing/knowledge/wisdom, 17, 55, 57,
58, 59-60, 62, 141; and Vac, 11, 55;
and Visnu, 58, 59

Sarasvati River, 55-57, 187-188

Sarvadhara, 133

Sarvaga, 133

Sarvalokesi, 133

Sarvasastravasini, 60

Sarvavidyasvartpini, 60

Sataksi, 125, 143, 175

Satapatha-brahmana, 56

Sati, 46; body of forms pithas, 38, 40,
186-187; as earth, 40; as faithful,
40, 41; and/as Kali, 119, 163, 165;
as Kamakhya, 186-187; and Maha-
devi, 42, 140, 164; as Mahavidya,
162, 163, 164; as mediator, 39-40;
myth of, 35, 37-41; reincarnated,
35, 36-37, 42; rituals and, 164; and
Siva, 35, 37, 38-41, 163, 164, 172,
186; suicide of, 35, 38, 39, 40-41,
163, 186; and Visnu, 186; wor-
shiped, 186-187; yoni of, 38, 39,
40, 186, 187. See also Parvati

Satyabhama, 81

Saundaryalahari, 137, 141, 142

Savitr, 15

Savitri, 72, 78

Self (atman), 93, 141

Self-decapitation, 145-146

Self-immolation, 145, 146

Serpent, 27, 67, 147

Sesa, 147

Sexuality: and death, 173; of Durga,
114-115; of Mahadevi, 142-143,
149; religion based on, 215-216; of
Siva, 37, 38, 39, 42, 43, 48-49, 52,
195

Shaman, 209

Sheep, 146

Siddhahemaéabdanuéana, 83

Silappadiharam, 145, 201

Sinivali, 15
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Sita, 3, 65-80, 81, 109, 132; abducted,
70, 72-73, 74; and agriculture, 65-
66; appearance of, 72-73; as Arya,
66; birth, 68, 70; chastity of, 74, 76,
78; as devotee, 4, 79-80; as earth,
68, 70; exiled, 74, 76; and fertility,
65, 66, 67, 70; hymn to, 66; and In-
dra, 66; as intermediary, 79, 80;
and Kali, 119; as mother, 66, 76,
78, 79; as model wife, 65, 70-78,
79, 80; and Parjanya, 66, in
popular Hinduism, 79; and rain,
66; and Rama, 65, 67, 68, 70-79,
91; Ramayana on, 65, 68, 70,
71-72, 76, 79, BO; tested, 73-74, 76;
in Vedic texts, 18, 65; worshiped,
65, 79

Sitala, 204, 211

Siva, 30, 34, 96, 97, 109, 156, 246
n. 24; as Agni, 47; as Ardhana-
risvara, 49, 50, 52, 53; asceticism
of, 35, 38, 39, 40, 46, 48, 52, 53-
54; as Bhairava, 159; and Brahma,
37; children of, 41-42, 43, 44;
created, 133, 201; and creation,
37, 38, 49, 50, 158; in cremation
ground, 53; v. Daksa, 38, 39; dance
(tandava) of, 47, 48, 53, 119, 120,
122, 203; v. demons, 203; destroys
cosmos, 47, 137; and Durga, 95,
113, 114, 115; as forester, 41; and
Ganges River, 188, 189, 192, 195-
196; grace of, 36, 53, 54; and Kali,
116, 118, 119-120, 122, 123, 124,
126, 127, 130, 131, 203; v. Kama,
47; linga of, 38, 39, 49, 195, 217: as
mad, 47, 48; and Mahadevi, 133,
142, 164; and Mahavidyas, 162,
163, 164, 172; and Matrkas, 155,
158-159; and Minaksi, 202-203;
and mountains, 37, 40, 40, 41; na-
ture of, 47; as non-Brahmanic, 155;
as otherworldly, 46; and Parvati, 4,
35-36, 41-44, 46-50, 52, 53-54,
116, 120, 122, 195; and purusa, 49;
and sacrifice, 38, 39, 40; éakti of,

35-36, 49, 50, 122; and Sati, 35, 37,
38-41, 163, 164, 172, 186; sexuality
of, 37, 38, 39, 42, 43, 48-49, 52,
195; sister of, 36; as sky, 50; student
of, 54, 122; as Tantras source, 122;
and village goddesses, 203; and
Visnu, 186; in world, 38-39; yoga
of, 46, 53, 54

Sivadati, 156

Sivaji, 109-110

Siva-purana, 37, 50

Skanda-purana, 96

Sky, 8, 9, 22, 25, 40, 50

Sleep, 100

Smallpox, 204, 211

Smrtisakti, 59

Sodasi, 162, 163

Soma, 6, 11, 15, 23, 47, 58

Somadeva, 107, 117, 146-147, 148,
179

Songsten gampo, 166

Sound, 11; absolute as, 13; creation
through, 11, 13, 18; reality in, 59.
See also Speech

Speech: goddess of, 11, 12, 13, 55, 57,
59; Sarasvati and, 17-18, 55, 57,
59-60, 62

Sphota, 13

Spirit: endeavor for, 123; pure, 49,
58, 92

Sri, 19-20

Sri-Laksmi, 3, 18, 19-34, 66, 78, 79,
95, 114, 132, 138; as androgynous,
29; children of, 20; compassion of,
32; and cow, 33; as co-wife, 58; and
creation, 21, 26-27, 30, 68; in de-
mons, 23-25; and Dharma, 23; in
Durga Paja, 33; and elephants, 21,
22, 34; tertility of, 4, 20, 22, 23, 26,
28, 33, 58, 68; as fickle, 26, 28; and
Ganesa, 34; and gods, 23-26; and
good fortune, 33-34, 68; hymns to,
20, 21; and Indra, 23, 25, 27; as Ka-
mala, 163; and Kubera, 25; Laksmi-
tantra on, 30 31; and lotus, 21, 22,
32; as Mahadevi, 140; mantra of,
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30; as mediator, 31-32; as model
wife, 19, 28-29, 34, nature of, 20-
21, 26, 28, 31, 32; origin of, 20, 26;
Pancaratra school on, 29-31; Par-
vati compared to, 35, 36; as perfec-
tion, 21; as prakrti, 31; as royal, 4,
19, 20, 23, 28, 68; as sakti, 30, 31;
and Sarasvati, 58; and social order,
29; and Soma, 23; Sri-siikta on, 20;
Sri Vaisnava school on, 29, 31-32,
54; in Vedic texts, 19, 20; and Visnu,
19, 26, 27, 28-29, 30, 31-32, 34, 65,
91, 179; and wealth, 19, 25, 32, 33,
34, 58; worshiped, 20-21, 30, 32-
34; and Yaksas, 25-26

Srinivas, M. N., 77

Sri-siikta, 20

§11 Vaisnavism, 36; on duty, 31; on
Sri-Laksmi, 29, 31-32; on Visnu, 31

Sruti, 6

Subandhu, 165

_ Subjugation, rituals of, 172

Sudarsana, 139

Sudraka, 155

Suicide: ritual, 145-146; Sati’s, 35, 38,
39, 40-41, 163, 186

Sumbha, 96, 101, 102, 118, 119, 156,
158

Surabhi, 152

Suratha, 139

Surya (sun), 6, 7, 15

Strya, 15

Suttee, 35, 40-41. See also Sati, sui-
cide of

Svarga-sopana-sarani, 193

Swan, 62

Tamasi, 100

Tamil: culture/epics, 145, 201, 202;
Durga in, 114-115; goddess, 198;
Savism, 53-54

Tandava. See Siva, dance of

Tantras, 54, 122

Tantra-sara, 171

Tantrism, 172, 177; duality in, 124;
goddess in, 122; hero (practitioner)

of, 123, 124, 125, 126; Hindu, 171;
Kalt in, 122-123, 124, 125, 126-
127, 147, 164; left-handed, 122,
123, 171; Mahavidyas in, 164; man-
dalas in, 21; moksa in, 123; reality
in, 122; ritual in, 123-124; Tara in,
165, 167, 170-171

Tapas. See Asceticism/ascetic aus-
terities )

Tara, 162, 165-172; bluod sacrifices
to, 171; as cheater of death, 167,
168, 172; as compassion, 165-166,
167; described, 167-168, 170, 171,
172; forms of, 166, 168, 170-171;
function of, 166; in Hinduism, 171-
172; hymns to, 166, 167, 168, 170;
Kali as, 165, 171-172; as Maha-
vidya, 172; mantra of, 170; origin
of, 166; powers of, 168, 170; and
rituals, 172; Sddhanamala on, 171;
as savior, 165-167; in Tantrism,
165, 167, 170-171; as Tara Kuru-
kulla, 170, 172; in Tibetan Bud-
dhism, 165-167, 171, 172; Vasava-
dattd on, 165; worshiped, 166-167,
168, 170, 171

Taraka, 37, 41-42, 43

Tara Kurukulla, 170, 172

Tararahasyavrttika, 171

Tara-tantra, 171

Tibet, 165; Buddhism in, 165-167,
171, 172, 177

Tirthas, 184, 185, 186, 192, 193

Tiwari, J. N., 176

Tortoise, 27, 67

Tripura Bhairavi, 147, 163

Tripurasundari, 163

Tulst Das, 78, 79, 80

Turner, Victor, 207, 209

Twvastr, 6, 16

Uma Haimavati, 36

Upanisads, 136

Upa-puranas, 96

Usas, 9, 17, 18; as cow, 7; as dawn,
7, 8, 14; as light, 7; and Ratr1, 14;
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in Rg-veda, 6-7; and rta, 7-8; and
wealth, 7

Viac, 11-12, 13, 17-18, 55

Vagdevi, 57, 59

Vagisa, 59

Vaimitra, 152

Vaisnavi, 156, 159. See also Maha-
devi

Vaisnavism, 179, 181; on adultery,
89; on avataras, 138; Bengal, 3, 81,
89, 90, 91; on divine intervention,
102; Puranas in, 37, 83; on Radha,
3, 89, 90, 91

Vajasneyi-sarnhita, 66

Vajrayogini, 172-173, 175

Vakpati, 117

Vallabhacarins, 81, 89

Valmiki, 65, 66, 72, 78, 79, 80, 108

Vamana-purana, 58, 119, 156, 158

Varaha-purana, 159

Varahi, 156, 157, 159

Varuna, 6, 8, 9, 10

Varunani, 17

Vasavadatta, 165

Vasuki, 27, 67

Vayu, 97

Vedagarbha, 60

Vedanta, 54

Vedanta Desika, 31

Vedas (Vedic texts), 1; Aryans of,
55-56; on Durga, 18, 95; on god-
desses, 1, 2, 6-18; lack one great
goddess, 18; on Matrkas, 151; on
Sarasvati, 11, 55, 56, 57; on Sita,
18, 65; on éri—l..aksmi, 19, 20; as
éruti, 6; Vac creates, 12. See also
Brahmanas; Rg-veda

Vedic: Aryans, 55, 56; sacrificial
ritual, 178

Venisarmhara, 82

Vidyapati, 86

Vilasavati, 155-156

Village goddesses, 2, 3, 197-211; as
ambivalent, 198, 200, 201, 208-209:
and catastrophe, 198, 204-205, 207,

208, 209, 211; as celibate, 202;
character of, 197-198, 201; and
death, 198, 206, 208; and demons,
205, 206, 208; and disease, 155,
198, 204, 205, 208, 209, 211; as dis-
ruptive, 198, 200, 203, 204, 205,
206-208, 209, 211; festivals for,
199, 202, 204-208, 209; as guard-
ians, 199, 203, 204, 208, 209; as in-
dependent, 202, 203, 204; and in-
justices to women, 200-202, 205;
male consorts of, 201-202; Matrkas
as, 155, 160; in myths, 200-204; in
North India, 197, 204, 211; as order,
203, 204; origins of, 200-201;
rooted in village, 198-200; and
Siva, 203; in South India, 197, 198,
200, 202; symbolic marriage of, 199;
worshiped, 20-21, 198, 199, 200,
204-208

Vinata, 152

Vindhyas, 99

Vindhyavasini, 99, 107, 117

Virabhadra, 38

Viraha. See Love in separation

Viraja, 94

Virginity, 202

Visakha, 90

Visnu, 21, 25, 38, 78, 109, 154, 176;
as androgynous, 29; and Bali, 188;
Bhagavad-gita on, 102; and
Bhudevi, 179; as boar, 152, 181;
and churning-ocean myth, 27; as
cosmic King, 181; as cosmic ser-
pent, 67; and creation, 30, 67-68,
161; creation/birth of, 93, 133, 201;
descends in forms (avataras) 26, 27,
28, 42, 67, 102, 138, 156, 159, 161-
162, 179, 181, 188; as divine king,
27-28; and Durga, 96, 97, 100-101,
102, 104; as dwarf, 28, 188; and
Ganges River, 188-189, 192, 196:
grace of, 31, 32; and Kali, 122; as
Krsna, 83-84; and Mahadevi, 133,
138, 139; maintains order, 28, 137,
161; as man-lion, 152, 159, 181;
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in medieval period, 27-28; and Pr-
thivi, 9, 17; sakti of, 30, 31; and
Sarasvati, 58, 59; and Sati, 186;
and Siva, 186; and Sri-Laksmi, 19,
26, 27, 28-29, 30, 31-32, 34, 65, 91,
179; Sri Vaisnavism on, 31; as tor-
toise, 67; yoga of, 186

Visnudharmottara-purana, 159

Visnu-purana, 28, 29, 96, 176

Viévadharini, 133

Visvadhika, 133

Viévagarbha, 133

Viévakarama, 9

Visvakarman, 6

Visvartupa, 60

Visvarupa, 16

Vivasvat, 16

Vraja, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 94

Vratas, 33

Vrtra, 11, 16, 67, 109, 188

Vyapini, 133

Whitehead, Henry, 197-198

Woman: daughter-in-law role of, 77,
113-114; as faithful, 40, 41; injus-
tice to, 65, 200-202, 205; as model

wife and mother, 19, 28-29, 34, 65,
70-78, 79, 80; in religion, 1-2; sta-
tus/role of, 76-77, 99, 113, 114

Yajur-veda, 12

Yaksas, 25-26, 34

Yaksis, 16

Yama, 16, 97

Yami, 16

Yamuna, 192

Yasatilaka, 107, 117, 146-147, 148,
179

Yasoda, 83, 91

Yasovarman, 107

Yoga, 52, 135; Siva's, 46, 53, 54;
Visnu's, 186

Yogini-tantra, 122

Yogisvari, 159

Yoni, 49, 52, 216, 217; Sati’'s, 38, 39,
40, 186, 187

Yudhisthira, 107, 108

Zhob Valley, 212-213, 214



