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Abhinavagupta, 82 
A bhifekha  ritual, 22 
Adharma, 42. See also Dharma 
Aditi, 9-10, 18, 152 
Ädityas, 9
A dultery, 81, 82-83, 86, 88, 89, 90, 

91-92 
Advaita Vedanta, 4 
Afzalkhan, 110 
Agnayl, 17
Agni, 6, 14, 15, 74, 178, 195; and 

Prthivi, 9; Šiva as, 47 
Agnicayana ritual, 66 
Agni-puräna, 117, 191 
AhirHsa, 146 
Anom kings, 187 
AindrT, 156, 159 
Aiyai, 145-146 
Aksobhya, 171 
Alakjm l, 20, 34, 154 
Ambikä, 36
Ambivalence, 198, 200, 201, 208-209 
Amitäbha, Dhyäni Buddha, 165, 166 
Amman, 198 
Ammavaru, 201
Amoghasiddhi, Dhyäni Buddha, 165 
Am rta. See Nectar of immortality 
Arhša, 9
Änandamath, 181-182 
Ancestor rituals, 193 
Andhaka, 158, 159

Androgyny, 29, 50, 57, 58, 92-93 
A nekakotibrahm än^ajanal, 133 
Animals: goddesses and, 219; sacri­

ficed, 15, 112, 113, 114, 146. See 
also Buffalo; G oat 

A nnakutä festival, 143 
A nnapürnä, 126, 143, 175 
Antistructure, 130 
Aparäjitä, 107 
Aprameyä, 133 
Aranyänľ, 16
A rdhanärišvara, 49, 50, 52, 53
Arjuna, 107-108, 139
Aruj. See Grace
Ä ryä, 66, 152
Aryaman, 9
Aryans, 55-56
Äryäslava, 141
Asceticism/ascetic austerities, 71; of 

Варра, 110; of Bhaglratha, 188; of 
demons, 96, 101; v. dharm a, 39; 
heat generated by, 42, 43, 48; v. 
h ouseho lder, 46-48, 49, 52; of 
M ahadevi, 159; of Parvati, 42-43, 
44, 53, 119; of Prajäpati, 178; of 
Sarasvatl, 63, of Šiva, 35, 38, 39, 
40, 46, 48, 52, 53-54 

Asiva, 152 
Asparäjítä, 179, 181 
Assam, 38, 145, 186, 187 
Ašvinas, 56

265
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Ašvins, 7. 15 
Alharva-veda, 9 
Atíša, 166 
A tm an, 93, 141
A usterities, See A sceticism /ascetic 

austerities 
Avalokitešvara, 165, 166 
Avatdras, 138. See also Vi$nu, de­

scends in forms 
Äyäna, 86, 88 
Ayodhya, 70, 71

Bagalä, 162
Bali, 23, 25, 33-34, 188 
Baluchistan, 212, 214 
Bänabhatta, 117, 155 
Banaras, 143, 177, 183-184, 246 n. 24; 

death rituals in, 192-193, 194; as 
sacred, 191 

Banares Hindu University, 64 
Bänäsura, 176 
Bappa, 110 
Bee, 239 n. 23
Bengal: animal sacrifices in. 146; Bud­

dhism in, 165; festivals in, 113,115, 
146; goddesses in, 3; Kali in, 116, 
120, 122, 125; Kr?na in, 88-89, 90, 
91; as mother, 181; Rädhä in, 3; 
Šakta devotionalism in, 122, 125, 
126; Vaisnavism, 3, 81, 89, 90, 91 

Bhaga, 9
Bhägavad-gitä, 102, 139 
Bhägavata-puräna, 83, 84, 117, 159, 

176
Bhaglratha, 188 
Bhairava, 162 
Bhairavl, 162 
Bhärati, 11, 15
Bhärat M ätä cult, 181, 184, 185
Bhäsa, 155
Bhätarsi Deotä, 203
Bhatta Näräyana, 82
Bhavabhüti, 117, 119-120, 145, 147
Bhavänl, 109, 110
BhlmadevT, 170

Bhoga, 52 
BhüdevT, 17, 179 
Bhukli, 58 
Bhuvanesvarl, 162 
Blood, 128-129, 148, 176 
Blood sacrifices, 18, 112-113, 114, 

116, 117, 145-146, 171, 173-175, 
205-208, 218 

Bloodthirstiness, 97, 99, 100, 112, 
139-140, 144, 145, 146, 156, 158 

Boar, 152, 181
Brahmä, ЗО, 156; created, 133, 201; 

and creation, 137; and Durgä, 96, 
100; and Ganges River, 189, 196; 
and Kali, 122; as male and female 
h a lv es , 57; m ed ita te s , 57; and 
Sarasvatl, 55, 57, 58, 59, 63; and 
Šiva, 37 

Brahman. See Reality, ultimate 
Brahmanas, 10, 11, 12, 13. 55, 57, 178 
Brahman!, 156, 159 
Brahmaputra River, 189 
Brahma-vaivarta-puräna, 58, 82, 92, 

93, 94
Brhaddharma-puräna, 109, 163, 164, 

165, 191 
Brhall, 152 
Brhaspati, 6 
Brhatkathámaňjan, 145 
Brubaker, Richard, 208 
Bruner, Jerome, 78 
Bubhanešvar, 148 
Buddha, 1S3, 155 
Buddhišaktisvaruplnľ, 59 
Buddhism, 56; Bengal, 165; goddesses 

in, 153, 172-173, 187; Tantric, 167. 
172, 177; T ibetan, 165-166, 167, 
171, 172, 177 

Buffalo: demon (see Mahija); sacri­
ficed, 112, 114, 146, 205-208

Caitanya, 88 
Calcutta, 146
Cämundä, 117, 145, 146, 147, 148- 

149, 156, 159
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Сапера, 101, 118 
Candälas, 118
CandamärT, 117, 146-147, 148 
Canďí, 117 
Candidas, 86-88 
Carmamuni^ä, 147-148 
Cärudatta, 155 
Caste, 63, 248-249 n. 12 
Catastrophe, 198, 204-205, 207, 208, 

209, 211 
Cauvery River, 189, 191 
Chastity, 74, 76, 78 
Chatterjee, Bankim Chandra, 181-183 
Cheating Death, 166 
Children, afflicted, 152, 153, 154-155, 

160
C hinnam astä, 172-177; .and blood, 

173, 175, 176; in Buddhism, 172- 
173; and crem ation ground, 173, 
176; described, 172-173, 175; as 
Hindu deity, 173, 177; and lotus, 
173; as M ahävidyäs, 165; as Nara- 
siriiha, 161; as nude and headless, 
172, 175; represents life-death-sex 
cycle, 173, 175, 176; self-decapita­
tion of, 162, 172, 173, 175, 176, 177; 
as VajrayoginI, 172-173, 175; wor­
shiped, 173, 177 

Chola sculpture, 145 
Churning-of-the-ocean myth, 26-27, 

67, 112, 154. See also Creation 
Cow, 7; 10, 12, 16, 33 
Creation: Brahmä in, 137; Brahmanas 

on, 178; Dänu and, 16; Durgä and, 
97, 102, 104-105; of gods, 133, 201; 
Krjna in, 58, 93; MahädevT in, 133,
136-137, 141, 161; myths, 26-27, 
67, 112, 154, 178; Päňcarätra School 
on, 30; Pärvatľ in, 49, 50; Prajäpati 
in, 178; primordial waters in, 16, 
21, 26; Rg-veda on, 188; rivers in, 
188; Sarasvatl in, 58, 62; Šiva in, 
37, 38, 49, 50; sound in, 11, 13, 18; 
SrI-Lakjml in, 21, 26-27, 30, 68; 
Väc in, 12; Vi$nu in, 30, 67-68, 161

Cremation grounds, 5? 148; Chinna­
mastä in, 173, 176; Kälí in, 116, 
117, 118, 124, 125, 126, 130, 147, 214 

Cry o f Suffering to Tärä, 167

Dak?a, 9, 23, 36, 37, 53, 119; sacri­
fice by, 38, 162, 163, 186; v. Šiva, 
38, 39 

Dakjinakäll, 130 
Damayantľ, 78
Dance: Kälľs, 119-120, 130; of Mätr- 

käs, 156; Šiva’s, 47, 48, 53, 119, 
120, 122, 203 

D anturä, 148 
Dänu, 16 
Darmadra, 166 
Däruka, 118
Dasamahävidyäs, 119, 138 
D asarä festival, 106-107, 108, llO - 

l l l
Dašävatäracarita, 82, 83 
Dawn, 7, 8, 14
Death, 129, 131; cheated, 167, 168, 

172; goddesses and, 13, 124, 125, 
128. 146-148, 149. 167, 168, 172, 
198, 206, 208; rituals, 191, 192-193, 
194; and sexuality, 173 

Delusion (mäyä), 100, 104-105, 135-
136

Demons: austerities by, 96, 101; buf­
falo (see M ahija); Durgä v., 95, 96- 
97, 98, 99, 100, 101-102, 104, 105, 
106, 107, 110, 112, 114-115, 118, 
138; goddesses, 153-154, 159; KälT 
v ., 118, 119, 120, 124; MahädevT 
v., 138, 144, 156, 158, 159; Pärvatl 
v., 96; Šiva and, 203; in Šrľ-LaksmT, 
23-25; and village goddesses. 205, 
206, 208. See also Bali; Kaitabha: 
M adhu; Nišumbha; Šumbha 

Destruction: goddesses and, 13, 124, 
125, 128, 146-148, 149; by Siva, 47,
137

Devi. See MahädevT 
Devi-bhägavata-puräna, 58. 63, 82,
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99, 109, 156; on MahädevT, 133, 
137, 138, 139, 179 

D evi-m ähä tm ya , 96, 132, 139; on 
Durgä, 100, 101, 102, 104, 105, 106; 
on KälT, 118; on MahädevT, 145, 
148, 179; on Mätrkäs, 156, 158 

Deví-puräna, 109
Devotion: divine-human, 82, 85, 89- 

90; oř goddesses, 4; to K rjna, 81- 
82, 84-85, 88-89, 90, 91. 92, 94; of 
P ärva tT , 35 -3 6 , 5 2 -5 3 , 54; o ř 
Rädhä, 81, 82, 85, 88-89, 90; to 
Rädhä, 90-91, 94; by ritual suicide, 
145-146; of Sltä, 4, 79-80, See also 
Säkta devotionalism 

Dharä, 179 
Dharma (god), 23
Dharma, 28, 40, 63, 129; and adhar- 

ma, 42; v. asceticism, 39; Durgä 
and, 96, 101; and niokfa, 4, 52; and 
m ukti, 58; PärvatT and, 4, 46, 47 

Dharma-sästras, 4, 29, 99, 115 
Dhärni Deotä, 203 
D hijanä, 15 
DhümävatT, 162, 163 
Dhvanyalokälo-cana, 82 
Dimock, Edward, 211 
DTpavall (DTvall) festival, 33, 34, 116 
Disease, and goddesses, 155, 160, 198, 

200, 204, 205, 208, 209, 211 
Dili, 152
Divine couples: K rjna and Rädhä as, 

91, 93; Ráma and Sltä as, 65, 78- 
79, 91; Šiva and PärvatT as, 52, 91; 
Šiva and SatT as, 40; sky and earth 
as, 25; V ijnu and Lakjm l as, 91 

Divine essence. See Šakli 
Douglas, Mary, 129 
Dubois, Abbé J. A ., 106 
Durga (demon), 96 
Durgä, 3, 36, 95-115, 132, 166, 175; 

blood sacrifices to, 112-113, 114; as 
bloodthirsty, 97, 99, 100, 112; and 
Brahmä, 96, 100; character of, 97; 
cosmic interventions by, 101-102; 
creates goddesses, 97, 102; and cre­

ation, 104-105; as delusion, 100, 
104-105; v. demons, 95, 96-97, 98, 
99, 100, 101-102, 104, 105, 106, 
107, 110, 112, 114-115, 118, 138; 
D evi-bhägava ta -puräna  on , 99, 
138, D eví-m ähätm ya  on, 100, 101. 
102, 104, 105, 106; and earth, 105; 
and fertility. 95, 111-112, 113, 114; 
festival for (see Durgä Püjä); forms 
of, 95, 96, 101, 114, 118, 165; 
guards dharm a, 96, 101; as hunger, 
100; hymns to, 107-108; as inde­
pendent, 97, 99, 115; intercedes, 
102-104; and KälT, 97, 112, 118, 
124, 125, 165; Kôlikä-puräna on. 
108-109; as lim inal, 97, 99-100, 
101, 115; and lion, 95, 97, 106, 109; 
M ahäbhärata  on, 107; as M ahä- 
devl, 138; and M ätrkäs, 118; in me­
dieval Hinduism, 96, 109; and mili­
tary themes, 106-111; as mother, 
95, 113, 114, 181; and mountains,
99, 107; names for, 99, 100, 104, 
105, 107, 117; and nine crops, 111; 
as non-Aryan, 96; origin of, 96-97, 
101, 104; and Pän^ava brothers, 
107, 108; and prakfti, 104, 105; 
p ro tec ts  w arrio rs, 107-109; and 
Räma, 107, 108, 109; Rämäyana  
on, 107, 108; and sakti, 97, 104, 
105; as sexually dangerous, 114- 
115; as Šiva's wife, 95, 113, 114, 
115; as sleep, 100; suitors of, 97-99; 
in Tamil, 114-115; in Vedic litera­
ture, 18, 95; and Ѵіэди, 96, 97, 
100-101, 102, 104; worshiped, 99,
100, 102, 106-115, 177

Durgä Püjä, 95; animal sacrifices in, 
112, 113, 114, 146; in Bengal, 113, 
115; daughters return in, 113-114, 
115; as harvest festival, 111, 112; 
military themes and, 106, 107, 109, 
110-111; ribald behavior in, 112, 
113; Šrl-LakfmT worshiped in, 33

Dussaha, 154
Duty, 31
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Dväraka, 83 
Dwarf, 28, 188 
Dyaus, 8, 9, 25 
Dyäväprthiví, 8

Earlh, 25, 105; as goddess, 17, 178- 
184; goddess rooted in, 186; M ahä­
devT as/and , 143, 149-150, 179- 
181, 186, 187; as mother, 181; Pär­
vatT as, 50; PrthivT as, 8, 178, 179; 
sacred pow er of, 185; Satl as, 40; 
Sltä as, 68, 70; sky and, 40, 50 

Eck, Diana, 192, 196 
Elephants. 21, 22, 34, 163

Fertility, 214, 218-219; agricultural 
and human as interdependent, 113; 
Durgä and, 95, 111-112, 113, 114; 
and Ganges River, 194, 196; of In­
dra, 25; KälT and, 146; kings and, 
22, 67-70; lotus and, 21; of PrthivT, 
9; of Sarasvatl, 10-11, 55, 56, 58; 
of Siniväll, 15; of STtä, 65, 66, 67, 
70; of Srl-Laksml, 4, 20, 22, 23, 26, 
28, 33, 58, 68; and Yakjas, 26 

Festival: A nnakutä, 143; in Banaras, 
143; in Bengal, 113, 115, 146; Da- 
sarä, 106-107, 108, 110-111; DTpa- 
v a ll, 33, 34, 116; D urgä 's (see 
Durgä Püjä); function of, 207, 209; 
harvest, 111, 112; as liminal, 207; 
for MahädevT, 143; in N orth India, 
63-64; as r itu a l d iso rd e r , 209; 
S a ra sv a tfs , 63-64; ŠrT-Laksmľs, 
33; for village goddesses, 199, 202,
204-208, 209; vows in, 206 

Figurines, 212-215, 216, 217, 218, 
219, 220 

Fire; cult, 55; as purifying, 189 
Forbes, Alexander, 106-107 
Forest, 16, 41

Gaja-Lak?mT, 22, 34 
Gandharvas, 60 
Ganeša, 34, 44, 45, 95. 114 
Gaťigä, 3, 56, 57, 79, 190, 192

Gaňgä Lahari, 193 
Gafigä Mä, 193-194 
Ganges River: Agni-puräna on, 191; 

ancestor rituals on, 193; Brahmä 
and, 189, 196; Brhaddharma-ригтш 
on, 191; and death rituals, 191, 192- 
193; descends from heaven, 188- 
189, 192, 195; and fertility, 194, 196; 
G upta period on, 191-192; health 
restored by, 194-195, 196; hymn to, 
194; and Kärttikeya, 195; and Kr?na, 
188; as link between worlds, 192- 
193; as mother, 193-194; names for, 
193; nourishes, 194; as Pärvatľs co­
wife, 195; personified, 191-192; pil­
grimages to, 191, 192-193, 194, 196; 
as sacred, 188-196; as sakti, 195; 
and Šiva, 188, 189, 192, 195-196; 
source of, 191; as threshold, 191- 
192; and Vi5nu, 188-189, 192, 196 

Garuda, 156 
Garuda-purana, 117 
Gau^iavaho, 107, 117 
GaurT, 46, 119, 145 
Geography, 4; sacred, 38, 40, 56, 178-

196 (see also Ganges River); Pit has; 
Tirthas

Giriputri, 41 
GiriräjaputrT, 41 
Girišä, 41
Gitagovinda, 82, 83, 85, 86 
Goat, 146
God(s), 3, 5, 6; cowherd, 81; create 

goddesses, 96-97, 101, 104, 156; 
divine play of, 105; as dominant, 17; 
and goddesses, 16-17, 23-26, 222 n. 
24 (see also D ivine couples); in­
tervention of, 102; king of, 23; and 
MahädevT, 137-138; and Mätrkäs, 
151, 156, 160; m other of, 9, 66; 
power of (sakti), 49, 156; Sanskrit,
197

Goddess(es): am bivalent, 208; and 
animals, 219; animal sacrifices to, 
146; battle/warrior, 18, 63, 176, 177 
(see also Durgä; KälT); Bengal, 3; in
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Buddhism, 153, 172-173; on coins, 
37; created, 96-97, 101, 102, 104, 
156; as dangerous if unmarried, 115, 
202, 203-204, 227-228 n. 52, 235 n. 
58; demon, 153-154, 159; as domi­
nant, 216; earth as, 17, 178-184; on 
figurines, 212-215, 216, 217, 218, 
219-220; forest, 16; geographical, 3, 
4 (see also Gaňgä); and gods, 16-17, 
18, 222 n. 24 (see a lso  D ivine 
couples); "grace" of, 204, 208, 211; 
headless, 172, 173, 175, 176; hun­
gry, 148; India, as, 178, 181-184; 
Indo-European, 223 n, 3; as Mahä- 
d e v l m an ifes ted , 4 , 5, 18, 42,
138-139, 140; male attendants of, 
198; masculine roles of, 4; minor, 
14-17; as mother, 5, 7, (see also 
Mätfkäs); natures of, 5; nude, 116, 
125, 172, 175, 176; powers of, 63; 
and prakrti, 3; and prayer, 11; river, 
55-57, 58; as role models, 63; and 
sacred sites, 185-186; sacrificial, 11, 
15; sakti personified by, 49, 63, 104, 
122, 133, 156; on seals, 215, 217, 
218-219, 220; sex roles expressed by, 
4; and snakes, 211; swords named 
for, 109-110; Tamil, 198; Tantric, 
122; tensions expressed by, 4; unity 
of, 41, 132-133 (see also M ahä­
devT); in Vedic texts, 2, 6-18; vil­
lage (see Village goddesses); wor­
shiped, 145-146, 153, 154, 212-220 

Gopis, 83-85, 159
Grace, 54; of goddesses, 204, 208, 211;

of Šiva, 36, 53, 54; of Vijnu, 31, 32 
Grämadevatä, 197 
Granthakärinl, 60 
Guhyätiguhya-tantra, 161 
Gundadabbe, 145 
Gupta ideology, 181, 191-192

Halimä, 152
Hanuman, 72, 73, 79, 80 
Haravijaya, 147 
Harišcandra, 139

Härľtl, 153
Harivartiša, 66, 83, 140 
Harsacarita, 155
Heat: of austerities, 42, 43, 48, 71; of 

fidelity, 71 
Hemacandra, 83 
Hermaphrodism, 50 
Himalaya, 97. 114, 119 
Himalaya Mountains, 36, 37, 40, 99 
Himavat, 36, 37, 42, 140 
Hinduism; on ahimsa, 146; blood and 

death in, 128-129; Brahmanic, 2, 
146; classical, 55, 56; epic period in, 
19, 36-37; goddesses as dominant 
in, 216; ideals of, 77; later, 17-18, 
23-29, 55, 57-64; on lihga and yoni, 
216, 217; marital roles in, 76-77; 
medieval, 18, 27-28, 40, 96, 109, 
156, 216; m oksa  as goal in, 63; 
popular, 2, 3, 79, 146; post-epic 
period in, 2, 155-156; refinement of 
nature in, 63; river-crcssing meta­
phor in, 56; rivers as sacred in, 189; 
šakti in, 133, 135; speech in, 59; 
w oman's role in, 76-77 

Homages to the Twenty-one Täräs, 
166, 168 

Hoträ, 11, 15
Householder, 35, 43, 46; v. ascetic, 

46-48, 49, 52 
Hunger, 100, 146-148, 149 
Hymns: to Durgä, 107-108; to Ganges 

River, 194; to KälT, 124, 125, 127- 
128; to MahädevT, 140, 141, 142; to 
Pj-thivI, 9, 178, 179; to STtä, 66; to 
SrT-LaksmI, 20, 21; to Tärä, 166, 
167, 168, 170. See also M antra

Idä, 11, 15 
Па, 15
Immortality, 26; nectar/m ilk of, 26- 

27, 67-68, 112, 154, 194 
India: as body of Devi, 187; as cen­

ter of world, 56; as goddess, 178, 
181-184; independence movement 
in, 181, 182; KälT as, 181; as mother,
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181, 182, 184, 185; North, 34, 65, 
78, 197, 204, 211 (see also Bengal); 
as sacred, 178, 185; as SatT's burial 
ground. 187; South. 146, 197, 198, 
200, 202 (see also Tamil); villages 
in, 197

Indra, 6, 9, 16 , 17. 67, 109, 156; 
brings rain, 25; fertility of, 25; and 
Kärttikeya, 152; as king of gods, 
23; and M ätrkäs, 151, 153; and 
plow , 25; and  PrthivT, 91; and 
rivers, 188; and Sarasvatl, 56; and 
Sltä, 66; and Srl-Lakjmi, 23, 25, 
27; and Vrtra, 188 

Indräní (ŠacT), 17, 18 
Indus Valley, 212-220; goddess figu­

rines in, 214-215, 216, 217, 218- 
219, 220; great m other cult in, 216; 
religion in, 215-216; Saktism in, 
216; stone symbols in, 215-216, 217

Jagaddhätri, 126, 143 
Jaganmätä, 60 
Jagatíkandä, 133 
Jagganätha, 193 
Jainism, 56, 107, 245 n. 10 
Jajpur, 148 
lakata tales, 195 
Janaka, 68 
Jarä, 153-154 
Jayadeva, 82, 83. 85 
JihvägräväsinI, 59 
Jňänašakti, 59 
Jumnä, 56
Jumna River, 84. 189, 191-192 
Jyejthä, 154

Kädambari, 117, 155 
Kádru, 152
Kaitabha, 96, 100, 101, 102, 104, 109 
Käkí, 152
KälT, 3. 18, 44, 46, 116-131, 202, 

204; in Agni-puräna, 117; appear­
ance of, 116, 117, 118, 119, 122, 
124-125, 126, 130, 181; as battle 
goddess, 116-117, 118, 119, 120,

130, 131; in Bengal, 116, 120, 122, 
125; in Bhägavata-puräna, 117; and 
blood, 128; blood sacrifices to, 116, 
117, 146, 173, 175; and Brahmä, 
122; as C äm undä, 117, 156; as 
CandT, 117; and cremation ground, 
116, 117, 118, 124, 125, 126, 130, 
147, 214; as D a k jin a k a ll, 130; 
dances, 119-120, 130; as dangerous; 
as death , destruction , 124, 125, 
128; v. demons, 118, 119, 120, 124; 
in Devi-mähätmya, 118; as domi­
nant, 120; and Durgä, 97, 112, 118, 
124, 125, 165; early representations 
of, 213, 214; and fertility , 146; 
festival for, 116; as forbidden, 124; 
as frightening, 116, 117, 124, 125, 
165; in Caruda-purana, 117; hymn 
to, 124, 125, 127-128; as India, 181; 
as Krsna, 161; as liminal, 117-118, 
131; as MahädevT manifestation, 
122-123; as Mahävidyä, 119, 122, 
161, 162, 164, 165, 172; mantra of,
122, 124; as mistress of universe,
124, 125; as mother, 126, 127; 128, 
181; as nude, 116, 125, 162, 163, 
181; origin of, 118; as PärvatT’s 
alter ego, 118-119, 120, 124, 126, 
165; as reality, 122, 124, 128, 129- 
131; in Säkta devotionalism, 122,
125, 126; as šakti, 123; and /as SatT, 
119, 163, 165; as savior, 124, 125; 
and STtä, 119; and Šiva, 116, 118, 
119-120, 122, 123, 124, 126, 127, 
130, 131, 203; in Tantrism, 122-
123, 124, 125, 126-127, 147, 164; as 
T ärä, 165, 171-172; and thieves, 
117; threatens cosmos, 116, 120, 
122, 124; as V indhyaväsinl, 117; 
and Visnu, 122; worshiped, 116, 
117-118, 120, 122, 124, 125-126, 
127, 128, 130-131, 147, 165

Kälidäsa, 37
KälTghät temple, 146
Kälikä-purana, 108-109, 145, 147,163
Kalpanäšakti, 59
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Kama, 42, 47, 142, 143. 173
Kämadä-lantra, 123
Kämagiri, 186, 187
Kämäkhyä, 145, 186, 187
Kämäkhyä-tantra, 122
Kamalä, 162, 163. See also SrT-LaksmT
Kämaröpa, 38
Kamsa, 83, 84
Kannagi, 201
Kanniyäkumari, 202
Kapila, 188
Kardama, 20
Karpürädi-stotra, 124, 125 
Kärttikeya, 36, 43, 44, 95, 114; birth 

of, 152; and Ganges River, 195; and 
Indra, 152; Mahäbhärata on, 152- 
153; M ätrkäs and. 151, 152, 153, 
155, 156 

Kaumarl, 156, 159 
Kausika-sutra, 66 
KaušikT. 119 
Kavijihvägräväsini, 59 
Kavitävali, 78, 79 
Kena-upanisad, 36 
Kesai Khati, 145
King/kingship, 4, 68, 181; and fertil­

ity, 22, 67-70; of gods, 23 
Korravai, 176, 177 
KofavT, 176, 177
Kr?na, 96, 107, 139; as androgynous, 

58, 92-93; in Bengal, 88-89, 90, 91; 
Bhägavata-puräna on, 83, 84; and 
c re a t io n , 58, 93 ; d e v o tio n  to ,
81-82, 84-85, 88-89, 90, 91, 92, 94; 
and Ganges River, 188; and gopis, 
83-85, 159; as incarnation of Visnu, 
83-84; as irresistible. 81, 82, 84. 85: 
KälT as, 161; and Kamsa, 83, 84; 
and Mätfkäs, 154; and Rädhä, 81- 
82, 83, 85, 89, 91. 92-94; and real­
ity, 58, 92; and RukminT, 81; sakti 
of, 58, 91, 92; and Sarasvatl, 58, 
59; and Satyabhämä, 81; in Vraja, 
82, 83, 84, 85; worshiped, 88-89, 
90, 91

Krsnananda Ägamavägíša, 171 
Krttiväsa, 109

Ksemendra, 82, 83, 145 
Kjetrapati, 66 
Kubera, 25, 34 
Kulli culture, 212, 213 
Kumarägupta, 181 
Kumära Kampana, 110 
Kumän-tantra, 145 
Kurma-puräna, 140 
Kurukullä, 170. See also Tärä

Laksmana, 70, 74, 79 
LaksmT. See SrT-Laksml 
LakfmI-tantra, 30, 31 
Lalitä, 90, 91
Lalitä-sahasranäma, 133; on Mahä- 

devl, 137, 138, 140, 141, 142, 143, 
179 

Laňka, 109
Lim inality, 207; o f dead , 131; of 

Durgä, 97 99-100; of infants, 131; 
of KälT, l ľ M 1 8 , 131 

Liňga: Siva's, 38, 39, 49, 195, 217; and 
yoni, 40, 49, 52, 216, 217 

Liňga-puräna, 118, 154 
Lion: Durgä rides, 95, 97, 106, 109;

Visnu as man-, 152, 159, 181 
Lohitayani, 152
Lotus, 163, 173; and elephant, 22; and 

fertility, 21; as pure, 21; and Saras- 
vatT, 62; seat, 21; and SrT-Laksml, 
21. 22, 32 

Love in separation (viraha), 81, 82- 
83, 85, 89, 93 

Lozang tenpe jets'en, 167

Madhu, 96. 100, 101. 102, 104, 109 
M ahäbhägavata-puräna, 163, 164, 

165, 191
Mahäbhärata, 29, 36. 41, 67, 81, 107; 

on K ärttikeya, 152-153; on Ma­
hädevT, 141; on M ätrkäs, 151, 153. 
154, 155, 158, 160; Sabhä-parva of, 
153; Salya-parva of, 152; Vana- 
parva of, 151, 153 

M ahäcinatärä, 170-171, 172
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MahädevT, 132-150; appearance of,
137, 139-140, 141-142; as auspi­
cious, 139-150; austerities by, 159; 
as bee, 239 n. 23; as bloodthirsty, 
139-140, 144, 145; brings rain, 143; 
as cosmic queen, 137-138, 161; and 
creation, 133, 136-137, 141, 161; as 
dangerous, 139-140, 144, 146-147; 
and death, 146-148, 149; and delu­
sion, 135-136; v. demons, 138, 144, 
156, 158, 159; as destruction, 146- 
148, 149; Devx-bhägavata-puräna 
on, 133, 137, 138, 139, 179; Devx- 
m ähätm ya  on, 145, 148, 179; as 
dom inant, 135, 137-138, 164; as 
dreadful, 139-140, 144, 149; earth/ 
world and, 143, 149-150, 179-181, 
186, 187; festival for, 143; as food,
141, 143-144, 149; forms of, 119,
138, 139-150, 159, 161; function of,
137-139, 140-141; gods are depen­
dent on, 137-138; human sacrifice 
to, 145; and hunger, 146-148, 149; 
hymn to, 140, 141, 142; India as 
body of, 187; and Kama, 142, 143; 
Lalitä-sahasranäma on, 137, 138, 
140, 141, 142, 143, 179; as liberar 
tion, 141; as mad, 140; Mahäbhä­
rata on, 141; M ahävidyäs and, 161; 
M ätrkäs as form of, 158; as mother, 
133, 138, 139, 149, 186; names of, 
133, 135, 135, 138, 140, 141, 142, 
143, 179; negative aspects of, 135,
139-140; other goddesses manifest 
as, 4, 5 18, 42, 122-123, 136, 138-
139, 140, 141, 143, 164; and Pär- 
vatl, 139, 140; as prakrti, 135-136,
142, 143, 179; as protectress, 139,
140, 144, 145; as reality, 132, 133, 
135, 136-137, 141; and sakti, 133, 
135, 136, 142, 143; Saundaryala- 
harx on, 137, 141, 142; as sexual 
desire, 142-143, 149; and Šiva, 133, 
142, 164; and Vi5nu, 133, 138, 139; 
as warrior, 138, 139, 144; and wis­
dom and learning, 141; worshiped, 
139, 140, 141, 145

Mahämätrkäs, 152. See also Mätrkäs 
Mahämäyä, 100, 104, 135 
M ahämäyä-vijayavähinl Tärä, 170 
Mahämohä, 100 
MahänavamT, 107 
Mahänirväna-tantra, 123, 140 
M ahäsuri, 100 
MahävänT, 59
M ahäv idyäs, 161-165, 175; C hin­

namastä as, 165; described, 163; as 
fearsome, 163, 164; function of, 
163-164; as group, 164-165; KälT 
as, 119, 122, 161, 162, 164, 165, 
172; and MahädevT, 161; named, 
162; number of, 161; origin of, 162; 
and ritual, 164; as Šäkta version of 
Vijriu's forms, 161-162; and SatT, 
162, 163, 164; and Šiva, 162, 163, 
164, 172; in Tantrism, 164; wor­
shiped, 161, 164. See also Tärä 

MähesvarT, 156, 159 
MahT, 11, 15, 179
Mahija, 95, 96, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 

105, 106, 110, 112, 114-115, 138 
M älatl, 117
M älatbnädhava, 117, 119-120, 145, 

147 
Mälinl, 152 
M anasä, 197, 210, 211 
Mänasära-silpa-šästra, 147 
M anaväla Mämunikal, 32 
Mandalas, 21 
M änikkaväcakar, 46, 53 
Manimekalai, 145
M antras, 6, 12, 107; KälT’s, 122, 124; 

pow er of, 59; ŠrT-Laksmľs, ЗО; 
Tärä's, 170 

M anu, 57
Manu-dharma-šästra, 70-71 
M ära, 170
M äriyamman, 146, 197, 200-201, 211 
Marriage, 15, 199 
Marshall, Sir John, 217 
M ätaňgl, 162, 163, 207-208 
M athurä, 82, 83
M ätrkäs. З, 41, 151-160, 176, 177; 

afflict children, 152, 153, 154-155,
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160; Bhägavata-puräna on, 159; as 
bloodthirsty, 156, 158; dance, 156; 
as dangerous, 151, 152, 153, 155, 
159; v. demons, 156, 158, 159; de­
scribed, 151-152, 153, 156; Devi- 
bhägavata-puräna on, 156; Devi- 
mähätmya on, 156, 158; and dis­
ease, 155, 160; and Durgä, 118; and 
gods, 151, 153, 156, 158, 160; as 
group, 151, 158, 160; as inauspi­
cious, 151, 152, 153, 154, 159; and 
Indra, 151, 153; and Kärttikeya,
151, 152, 153, 155, 156; Kr5na and, 
154; Mahäbhärata on, 151, 153,
154, 155, 158, 160; and MahädevT, 
156, 158, 159; as malevolent, 155, 
159; Matsya-puräna on, 158-159; 
in medieval period, 156; named, 
156, 159; Natya-šästra on, 155; as 
non-Aryan, 155; number of, 151,
152, 153, 156, 158, 160; origin of, 
97, 156, 158; in postepic period, 
155-156; as protective, 151, 153; 
and Šiva, 155, 158-159; as šiva  and 
asiva, 152; speak several languages,
153, 155; Vämana-puräna on, 156, 
158; Varäha-puräna  on, 159; in 
Vedic texts, 151; as village goddesses,
155, 160; as warriors, 156, 158, 159; 
worshiped, 154, 155-156

Matsya-puräna, 158-159
Mäyä. See Delusion
Menä, 37, 42, 43, 114
Milk. See Nectar of immortality
MInäk5T, 202-203
Mitra, 6, 9
Mohinl, 67
Moksa, 101, 164, 191; and dharm a, 4, 

52; as goal, 63; in Tantrism, 123; 
and unity of opposites, 123 

Mother, 5, 7; Aditi as, 9, 10; Bengal 
as, 181; Durgä as, 95, 113, 114, 
181; earth as, 181; Ganges River as, 
193-194; of gods, 9, 10, 66; India 
as, 181, 182. 184, 185; Kali as, 126, 
127. 128, 181; MahädevT as, 133,

138, 139, 149, 186; PrthivT as, 8, 9; 
Rädhä as, 93; RätrT as, 14; Saras- 
va tl as, 11; STtä as, 66, 78, 79; Väc 
as 12; of world, 78, 79. See also 
Mätrkäs

M ountains, 37, 41, 99, 107. See also 
Himalaya M ountains 

M ount Kailasa, 43, 202 
M ount Meru, 147, 179, 189, 191 
Mrcchakatika, 155 
M ukti, 58 
M ülaprakrti, 135 
Munda, 101, 118 
Music, 11, 55, 60

N anda, 83 
Närada, 109 
Narasimha, 159, 161 
NarasimhT, 156 
Narmada River, 189 
Nature. See Prakrti 
Nataya-šästra, 155 
N avarätra festival. See Durgä Püjä 
Nectar of im mortality, 26-27, 67-68, 

112, 154, 194 
Nigama-kalpataru, 122 
Nilamata-puräna, 21 
Nirnayasindhu, 107 
Nirrti, 13 
Nirupamä, 133 
Niruttara-tantra, 122 
NirväHa-tantra, 122 
N išum bha, 96, 101, 102, 118, 119, 

156, 158

O cean. See C hurning-of-the-ocean 
myth

Order. 203, 204. See also Dharma; Rta 
Orissa, 33

Padmä. See ŠrT-LaksmT 
Padma-puräna, 82 
Palälä, 152
Pallava sculpture, 145 
Päňcarätra schol, 29-31 
Paňcatattva rituál, 123-124
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Pančava brothers, 107, 108 
Panis, 16 
Paramešvarl, 133 
Pärendi, 15 
Parjanya, 9, 66
PärvatT, 3, 34, 35-54, 78, 79, 132; 

alter ego of, 118-119, 120,124,126, 
165; as androgynous, 50; austerities 
of, 42-43, 44, 53, 119; child of, 41- 
42, 43, 44; complexion of, 42, 44- 
46, 119; as creation force, 49, 50; 
dark side of, 46; v. demons, 96; de­
votion of, 35-36, 52-53, 54; and 
dharm a, 4, 46, 47; as domesticator, 
46, 47, 48, 120-122; as Durgä, 95, 
96, 114; as earth, 50; as forester, 41; 
and Ganges River, 195; as Gauri, 
46, 119; as grace, 36, 53, 54; as 
householder, 35 43, 46, 49: and 
MahädevT, 42, 139, 140; as media­
tor, 53, 54; and mountains, 37, 41; 
myths, 38, 41-46; nature of, 41; not 
in Vedic texts, 18, 36; and prakrti, 
49; as preserver, 47, 48; as reincar­
nation of SatT, 35, 36-37, 42; as role 
model, 35; in Säkta texts, 41; as 
sakti, 35-36, 49-50; and Šiva, 4, 
35-36, 41-44, 46-50, 52, 53-54, 91, 
116, 120-122, 195; as student, 54, 
122; and  Som a, 47; SrT-Laksml 
compared to, 35, 36; in Tamil Saiv- 
ism, 53-54; worshiped, 53 

Pativrata, 71, 76 
PaurnamasT, 90 
Peasant culture, 212-214 
Periyapälayattam man, 197 
Periyaväccän Pillai, 32 
Picchilä-tantra, 122 
Pilgrimages, 184, 191, 192-193, 194, 

196
Pithas, 38, 40, 184-187 
Poetry, 55, 60 
Pollution, 189 
Power. See Šakti, Sri 
Prahläda, 23-25 
Prajäpati, 9, 12, 13, 20, 178

Prakrti, 58; Durgä and, 104, 105; 
MahädevT as, 135-136, 142, 143, 
179; PärvatT and, 49; Rädhä and, 
92; as reality, 3; SarasvatT and, 62; 
ŠrT-Laksml as, 31 

Pratibhä, 59
Primordial waters, 16, 21, 26. See also 

Churning-of-the-ocean myth 
PfthivT, 10, 11, 126, 140; and Dyaus, 

8, 9, 25; as earth, 8,17,178,179; fer­
tility of, 9; and gods, 9, 17; hymns 
to, 9, 178, 179; as mother, 8, 9 

Prthu, 67
Püjä. See Durgä Püjä; Festival 
Purartidhi, 15 
PurHnas, 37, 83
Purification: by fire, 189; rites, 63, 

129; by river, 56, 57, 189-191, 192; 
by Sarasvatl, 11, 55, 56 

Purity, 21, 62 
Purusa, 49, 58, 92 
Pusan, 15
Pütanä, 152, 154, 159

Rabindranath Tagore, 183 
Rädä, 4
Rädhä, 3. 18, 81-94; adultery of, 81,

82-83, 86, 88, 89, 90, 91-92; as an­
drogynous, 92-93; belongs to an­
other, 89-92, 93; Bengal Vaijnavas 
on, 3, 89, 90, 91; Brahma-vaivarta- 
puräna on, 92, 93, 94; in creation, 
93; devotion of, 81, 82, 85, 88-89, 
90; devotion to, 90-91, 94; as emo­
tional, 81, 82, 85-86; as goddess, 91, 
92, 93, 94; jealousy of, 94; and 
Kr?na 81-82, 83, 85, 89, 91, 92-94; 
as mother, 93; names for, 93; poems 
to, 86-88; and prakrti, 92; as sakti, 
91, 92 

Rädhävallabhins, 94 
Rain, 22, 58, 66. 143 
Räjagrha, 153 
Räjasüya, 22 
Räkä, 15
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RaksasT, 152 
RaktabTja, 101, 118 
Raktadantikä, 148
Rama: cult, 79, 80; and Durgä, 107, 

108, 109; as ideal king, 68; origin of, 
68, 70, 74; and Rävana. 109, 119, 
139; and STta, 65, 67, 68, 70-78, 79, 
91; as supreme deity, 78, 80; as 
virile, 68; worshiped, 65, 78 

Ramanuja, 225 n. 53 
Rämäyana (Kfttiväsa's), 109 
Rämäyana (Välmľki's), 36, 66, 78; on 

Durgä, 107, 108; on Hindu ideals, 
77; on Räma, 68; on STta, 65, 68, 70, 
71-72, 76, 79, 80 

Rämcarit-mänas, 78, 79, 80 
Räm Lílä, 78, 79 
Rämnagar, 177
Rämprasäd Sen, 125, 126, 127-128, 

165, 171-172 
Rati, 42, 173 
Ratnakara, 147 
Rätri, 14
Rävana, 68 , 70, 72, 73, 74 , 76, 108;

slain, 109, 119, 139 
Ray, N iharranjan, 185 
Reality: KälT as, 122, 124, 128, 129- 

131; Kr?na and, 58, 92; M ahädeví 
as, 132, 133, 135, 136-137, 141; 
p ra kr ti as, 3; sa k ti  as, 135; in 
sound, 59; in T antrism , 122; as 
transcendent female, 132, 133; ulti­
mate, 58, 136-137, 141 

Revati, 152
Rg-veda, 12, 67; Aditi in, 9; appendix 

to, 20; on creation, 188; gods in, 6; 
as m antras, 6; minor goddesses in, 
14-17; Nirj-ti in, 13; PrthivT in, 8, 9, 
178, 179; Rätri in, 14; rivers in, 187- 
188; sacrifice in, 15; Samara in, 16; 
Sarasvatl in, 10, 11, 56, 59; Saras- 
vatT River in, 187-188; speech in. 
11; Süryä in, 15; Ujas in, 6-7 

Ritual: abhisekha, 22: Agnicayana, 
66; ancestor, 193; consecration, 22; 
death, 191, 192-193, 194; life-cycle.

63; and M ahävidyäs, 164; paňca- 
tattva, 123-124; purification, 63, 
129; sacrifice, 15, 66, 178; on Saras- 
va tl River, 57; and SatT, 164; of 
subjugation, 172; suicide, 145-146; 
Tantric, 123-124; Tärä and, 172; 
Väc and, 12 

River: in creation, 188; crossing, 56- 
57, 184, 185, 186, 192; goddess (see 
Sarasvatl); Indra and, 188; as puri­
fying, 56, 57, 189-191; in Rg-veda, 
187-188; as sacred, 56, 57, 184, 
187-196. See also Ganges River; 
Sarasvatl River 

Rsi. See Sage 
Rta, 7-8, 10 
Rudra, 17 
Rudräni, 17, 36 
Rudra-yämala, 171 
Rukminí, 81 
Rüpa Gosvämin, 90

Šabaras, 99, 117 
Šabda-brahtnan, 13 
SabdaväsinT, 59 
Sací, 17, 18
Sacrifice, 18, 116, 117, 171, 173-175, 

218: animal, 15, 112, 113, 114, 146,
205-208; D ak5a's, 38, 162, 163, 
186; a t Durgä Püjä, 146; goddesses 
of, 11, 15; human, 145; humiliation 
in, 205-206; to MahädevT, 145; in 
Rg-veda, 15; ritual, 15, 66, 178; 
Šiva and, 38, 39, 40; Soma's, 15, 
23; in South India, 146 

Sädhaka. See Tantrism 
Sädhana, 123 
Sädhanamälä, 171, 175 
Sagara, 188, 193, 194 
Sage, 6, 11, 12, 152, 154, 188 
Sailasutä, 41 
Saivism, 36, 53-54 
Šäkambharí, 105, 143, 179 
SakhTbhavas, 94
Šäkta theology, 18, 38, 41, 122, 125, 

126, 161-162; on p it has, 184-187
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Sakti, 13, 17, 18; of Ammavaru, 201; 
of bliss, 91; Durgä and, 97, 104, 
105; as essence of divine, 133, 135; 
Ganges River as, 195; as god's pow­
er, 49, 156; Kali as, 123; K ona's, 
58, 91, 92; MahädevT as, 133, 135, 
136, 142, 143; PärvatT as. 35-36, 
49-50; personified in goddess, 49, 
63, 104, 122, 133, 156; Rädhä as, 
91, 92; as reality, 135; Sarasvatl as, 
58; S iv a 's , 35 -36 , 4 9 -5 0 , 122; 
SrI-LaksmI as, 30, 31; Vijnu's, 30, 
31

Saktirüpinl, 60 
Samädhi, 139 
Sama-veda, 12 
Sami tree, 108 
Sämkhya philosophy, 135 
Sarhskäras, 63, 129 
Saramä, 16, 152 
Saranyü, 16
SarasvatT, 3, 55-64, 95, 114; appear­

ance of, 58, 60; as ascetic, 63; and 
Ásvinas, 56; birth of, 57-58; bless­
ings of, 62; as bountiful, 56; and 
B ra h m ä , 55 , 57, 58, 59 , 63; 
Brahm anas on, 11, 55, 57; and 
Brahmans, 60; character of, 58, 60, 
62, 63; as cosmic, 60; and creation, 
58, 62; and culture/arts, 11, 17, 55, 
57, 59, 60, 141; Devi-bhagavata- 
puräna on, 63; fertility of, 10-11, 
55, 56, 58; festival of, 63-64; as 
healer, 56; and  Ind ra , 56; and 
Krjna, 58, 59; and Lak?ml, 58; in 
later Hinduism, 17-18, 55, 57-64; 
and lotus, 62; and MahädevT, 141; 
as mother, 11; and music, 11, 55, 
60; names for, 59, 60; and prakrti 
62; as pure, 62; as purifying, 11, 55, 
56; and rain, 58; Rg-veda on, 10, 
11, 56, 59; and religious rites, 60; 
as river goddess, 10, 11, 55-57, 58; 
and sacrificial goddesses, 15; as 
ša k ti, 58; and  SarasvatT R iver, 
55-57, 187-188; Satapatha-bräh-

m ana  on 56; and Som a, 58; as 
speech, 17-18, 55, 57, 59-60, 62; 
and swan, 62; and thought/learn­
ing/knowledge/wisdom, 17, 55, 57, 
58, 59-60, 62, 141; and Väc, 11, 55; 
and Vi?nu, 58, 59 

SarasvatT River, 55-57, 187-188 
Sarvädhärä, 133 
Sarvagä, 133 
SarvalokešT, 133 
SarvašastravasTnI, 60 
Sarvavidyäsvarüpinl, 60 
Šatäk?!, 125, 143, 175 
Satapatha-brähmana, 56 
SatT, 46; body of forms pithas, 38, 40, 

186-187; as earth, 40; as faithful, 
40, 41; and /as KälT, 119, 163, 165; 
as Kämäkhyä, 186-187; and M ahä­
devT, 42, 140, 164; as Mahävidyä,
162, 163, 164; as mediator, 39-40; 
m yth of, 35, 37-41; reincarnated, 
35, 36-37, 42; rituals and, 164; and 
Šiva, 35, 37, 38-41, 163, 164, 172, 
186; suicide of, 35, 38, 39, 40-41,
163, 186; and  V ijnu , 186; w or­
shiped, 186-187; yoni of, 38, 39, 
40, 186, 187. See also PärvatT

Satyabhäm ä, 81 
SaundaryalaharX, 137, 141, 142 
Savitr, 15 
Sävitfi, 72, 78 
Self iatm ar), 93, 141 
Self-decapitation, 145-146 
Self-immolation, 145, 146 
Serpent, 27, 67, 147 
Seja, 147
Sexuality: and death, 173; of Durgä, 

114-115; of MahädevT, 142-143, 
149; religion based on, 215-216; of 
Šiva, 37, 38, 39, 42, 43, 48-49, 52. 
195 

Shaman, 209 
Sheep, 146
Siddhahemašabdänuéäna, 83 
Šilappadihäram, 145, 201 
Siniväll, 15
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Sltä, 3, 65-80, 81, 109, 132; abducted, 
70, 72-73, 74; and agriculture, 65- 
66; appearance of, 72-73; as Äryä, 
66; birth, 68, 70; chastity of, 74, 76, 
78; as devotee, 4, 79-80; as earth, 
68, 70; exiled, 74, 76; and fertility, 
65, 66, 67, 70; hymn to, 66; and In­
dra, 66; as interm ediary, 79, 80; 
and KälT, 119; as mother, 66, 76, 
78, 79; as model wife, 65, 70-78, 
79 , 80; a n d  P a r ja n y a ,  66, in  
popular Hinduism, 79; and rain, 
66; and Räma, 65, 67, 68, 70-79, 
91; R ä m ä ya n a  o n , 65 , 68, 70, 
71-72, 76, 79, 80; tested, 73-74, 76; 
in Vedic texts, 18, 65; worshiped, 
65, 79

ŠTtalä, 204, 211
Šiva, ЗО, 34, 96, 97, 109, 156, 246 

n. 24; as Agni, 47; as A rdhanä- 
rišvara, 49, 50, 52, 53; asceticism 
of, 35, 38, 39, 40, 46, 48, 52, 53- 
54; as Bhairava, 159; and Brahma, 
37; ch ild ren  of, 41 -42 , 43, 44; 
created, 133, 201; and  creation, 
37, 38, 49, 50, 158; in cremation 
ground, 53; v . D akja, 38, 39; dance 
(tändava) of, 47, 48, 53, 119, 120, 
122, 203; v. demons, 203; destroys 
cosmos, 47, 137; and Durgä, 95, 
113, 114, 115; as forester, 41; and 
Ganges River, 188, 189, 192, 195- 
196; grace of, 36, 53, 54; and KälT, 
116, 118, 119-120, 122, 123, 124, 
126, 127, 130, 131, 203; v. Käma, 
47; liňga of, 38, 39, 49, 195, 217; as 
mad, 47, 48; and MahädevT, 133, 
142, 164; and  M ahävidyäs, 162, 
163, 164, 172; and M ätrkäs, 155, 
158-159; and MTnäk?T, 202-203; 
and mountains, 37, 40, 40, 41; na­
ture of, 47; as non-Brahmanic, 155; 
as otherworldly, 46; and PärvatT, 4, 
35-36, 41-44, 46-50, 52, 53-54, 
116, 120, 122, 195; and purufa, 49; 
and sacrifice, 38, 39, 40; sakti of,

35-36, 49, 50. 122; and Satl, 35, 37, 
38-41, 163, 164, 172, 186; sexuality 
of, 37, 38, 39, 42, 43. 48-49, 52, 
195; sister of, 36; as sky, 50; student 
of, 54, 122; as Tantras source, 122; 
and village goddesses, 203; and 
Visnu, 186; in world, 38-39; yoga 
of, 46, 53, 54 

SivadutI, 156 
Šivaji, 109-110 
Šiva-puräna, 37, 50 
Skanda-puräna, 96 
Sky, 8, 9, 22, 25, 40, 50 
Sleep, 100 
Smallpox, 204, 211 
Smrtisakti, 59 
$o<JasT, 162, 163 
Soma, 6, 11, 15, 23, 47, 58 
Somadeva, 107, 117, 146-147, 148, 

179
Songsten gampo, 166 
Sound, 11; absolute as, 13; creation 

through, 11, 13, 18; reality in, 59. 
See also Speech 

Speech: goddess of, 11, 12, 13, 55, 57, 
59; Sarasvatl and, 17-18, 55, 57, 
59-60, 62 

Sphota, 13
Spirit: endeavor for, 123; pure, 49, 

58, 92 
Sri, 19-20
SrI-LaksmI, 3, 18, 19-34, 66, 78, 79, 

95, 114, 132, 138; as androgynous, 
29; children of, 20; compassion of, 
32; and cow, 33; as co-wife, 58; and 
creation, 21, 26-27, 30, 68; in de­
mons, 23-25; and D harma, 23; in 
Durgä Püjä, 33; and elephants, 21, 
22, 34; fertility of, 4, 20, 22, 23, 26, 
28, 33, 58, 68; as fickle, 26, 28; and 
Ganeša, 34; and gods, 23-26; and 
good fortune, 33-34, 68; hymns to, 
20, 21; and Indra, 23, 25, 27; as Ka- 
malä, 163; and Kubera, 25; Lak$mi- 
tantra on, 30 31; and lotus, 21, 22, 
32; as MahädevT, 140; mantra of,
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30; as mediator, 31-32; as model 
wife, 19, 28-29, 34, nature of, 20- 
21, 26, 28, 31, 32; origin of, 20, 26; 
Päňcarätra school on, 29-31; Par­
vati compared to, 35, 36; as perfec­
tion, 21; as prakrti, 31; as royal, 4, 
19, 20, 23, 28, 68; as sakti, 30, 31; 
and SarasvatT, 58; and social order, 
29; and Soma, 23; Sri-sükta  on, 20; 
SrT Vaijnava school on, 29, 31-32, 
54; in Vedic texts, 19, 20; and Visnu, 
19, 26, 27, 28-29, 30, 31-32, 34, 65, 
91, 179; and wealth, 19, 25, 32, 33, 
34, 58; worshiped, 20-21, 30, 32- 
34; and Yaksas, 25-26 

Srinivas, M. N .. 77 
Sri-sükta , 20
Sri Vaisnavism, 36; on duty , 31; on 

SrT-Laksml, 29, 31-32; on Visnu, 31 
Sruti, 6
S u b an d h u ,165 
Subjugation, rituals of, 172 
Sudaršana, 139 
Südraka, 155
Suicide: ritual, 145-146; Satl's, 35, 38, 

39, 40-41, 163, 186 
Šumbha, 96, 101, 102, 118, 119, 156, 

158 
Surabhi, 152 
Suratha, 139 
Surya (sun), 6, 7, 15 
Süryä, 15
Suttee, 35, 40-41. See also  Satí, sui: 

cide of 
Svarga-sopana-saranI, 193 
Swan, 62

TämasI, 100
Tamil: culture/epics, 145, 201, 202; 

Durgä in, 114-115; goddess, 198; 
Savism, 53-54 

Tändava. See Šiva, dance of 
Tantras, 54, 122 
Tantra-sära, 171
Tantrism, 172, 177; duality in, 124; 

goddess in, 122; hero (practitioner)

of, 123, 124, 125, 126; Hindu, 171; 
Kali in, 122-123, 124, 125, 126- 
127, 147, 164; left-handed, 122, 
123, 171; M ahävidyäs in, 164; man- 
dalas in , 21; m oksa  in, 123; reality 
in, 122; ritual in, 123-124; Tärä in, 
165, 167, 170-171 

Tapas. See A sceticism /ascetic aus­
terities

Tärä, 162, 165-172; blood sacrifices 
to, 171; as cheater of death, 167, 
168, 172; as compassion, 165-166, 
167; described, 167-168, 170, 171, 
172; forms of, 166, 168, 170-171; 
function of, 166; in Hinduism, 171- 
172; hymns to, 166, 167, 168, 170; 
Käll as, 165, 171-172; as M ahä- 
vidyä, 172; mantra of, 170; origin 
of, 166; powers of, 168, 170; and 
rituals, 172; Sädhanamälä on, 171; 
as savior, 165-167; in Tantrism , 
165, 167, 170-171; as Tärä Kuru- 
kullä, 170, 172; in Tibetan Bud­
dhism, 165-167, 171, 172; Vasava- 
dattä on, 165; worshiped, 166-167, 
168, 170, 171 

T äraka, 37, 41-42, 43 
T ärä Kurukullä, 170, 172 
Tärärahasyavrttikä, 171 
Tärä-tantra, 171
Tibet, 165; Buddhism in, 165-167, 

171. 172, 177 
Tirthas, 184, 185, 186, 192, 193 
Tiwari, J. N ., 176 
Tortoise, 27, 67 
Tripura Bhairavl, 147, 163 
T ripurasundarl, 163 
TulsI Däs, 78, 79, 80 
T urner, Victor, 207, 209 
Tvasfr. 6, 16

Umä Haimavatl, 36 
Upanisads, 136 
Upa-puränas, 96
Usas, 9, 17, 18; as cow, 7; as dawn, 

7, 8, 14; as light, 7; and RätrI, 14;
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in Rg-veda, 6-7; and rta, 7-8; and 
wealth, 7

Vac, 11-12. 13, 17-18, 55 
VägdevT, 57, 59 
VägTšä, 59 
Vaimiträ, 152
VaisnavT, 156, 159. See also M ahä­

devT
Vaijriavism, 179, 181; on adultery, 

89; on avataras, 138; Bengal, 3, 81, 
89, 90, 91; on divine intervention, 
102; Puranas in, 37, 83; on Rädhä, 
3, 89, 90, 91 

Väjasneyi-sartihitä, 66 
Vajrayoginľ, 172-173, 175 
Väkpati, 117 
Vallabhäcärins, 81, 89 
Välmlki, 65, 66, 72, 78, 79, 80, 108 
Vämana-puräna, 58, 119, 156, 158 
Varäha-puräna, 159 
Värähl, 156, 157, 159 
Varuna, 6, 8, 9, 10 
Varunänľ, 17 
Vasavadattä, 165 
Väsuki, 27, 67 
Vayu, 97 
Vedagarbhä, 60 
Vedänta, 54 
Vedänta Dešika, 31 
Vedas (Vedie texts), 1; A ryans of, 

55-56; on Durgä, 18, 95; on god­
desses, 1, 2, 6-18; lack one great 
goddess, 18; on M ätrkäs, 151; on 
SarasvatT, 11, 55, 56, 57; on STtä, 
18, 65; on ŠrT-Lakjml, 19, 20; as 
sruti, 6; Väc creates, 12. See also 
Brähnanas; Rg-veda 

V edic; A ryans, 55, 56; sacrificial 
ritual, 178 

Venľsaihhära, 82 
Vidyäpati, 86 
ViläsavatT, 155-156 
Village goddesses, 2, 3, 197-211; as 

ambivalent, 198, 200, 201, 208-209; 
and catastrophe, 198, 204-205, 207,

208, 209, 211; as celibate, 202; 
character of, 197-198, 201; and 
death, 198, 206, 208; and demons, 
205, 206, 208; and disease, 155,
198, 204, 205, 208, 209, 211; as dis­
ruptive, 198, 200, 203, 204, 205,
206-208, 209, 211;' festivals for,
199, 202, 204-208, 209; as guard­
ians, 199, 203, 204, 208, 209; as in­
dependent, 202, 203, 204; and in­
justices to women, 200-202, 205; 
male consorts of. 201-202; M ätrkäs 
as, 155, 160; in myths, 200-204; in 
North India, 197, 204, 211; as order, 
203, 204; o rig in s  o f, 200-201; 
roo ted  in village, 198-200; and 
Šiva, 203; in South India, 197, 198,
200, 202; symbolic marriage of, 199; 
worshiped, 20-21, 198, 199, 200, 
204-208

Vinatä, 152 
Vindhyas, 99
VindhyaväsinT, 99, 107, 117 
VTrabhadra, 38
Viraha. See Love in separation 
Viräjä, 94 
Virginity, 202 
Višäkhä, 90
Visnu, 21, 25, 38, 78, 109, 154, 176; 

as androgynous, 29; and Bali, 188; 
B h ä g a v a d -g í tä  o n , 102; an d  
BhudevI, 179; as boar, 152, 181; 
and churning-ocean m yth, 27; as 
cosmic Icing, 181; as cosmic ser­
pent, 67; and creation, 30, 67-68, 
161; creation/birth of, 93, 133, 201; 
descends in forms (avatäras) 26, 27, 
28, 42, 67, 102, 138, 156, 159, 161- 
162, 179, 181, 188; as divine king, 
27-28; and Durgä, 96, 97, 100-101, 
102, 104; as dwarf, 28, 188; and 
Ganges River, 188-189, 192, 196: 
grace of, 31, 32; and Kali, 122; as 
Krsna, 83-84; and MahädevT, 133, 
138, 139; maintains order, 28, 137, 
161; as m an-lion, 152, 159, 181;
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in medieval period, 27-28: and Pr­
thivT, 9, 17: sakti of, 30, 31: and 
SarasvatT, 58, 59: and SatT, 186; 
and Siva, 186; and SrT-LakjmT. 19. 
26, 27, 28-29, 30, 31-32, 34, 65, 91, 
179; Šri Vaijnavism on, 31; as tor­
toise, 67; yoga of, 186 

Visnudharmottara-purána, 159 
Vifnu-puräna. 28, 29, 96, 176 
VišvadhärinI, 133 
Višvädhikä, 133 
Višvagarbhä, 133 
Višvakarama, 9 
Višvakarman, 6 
Visvarüpä, 60 
VišvarQpa, 16 
Vivasvat, 16
Vraja, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 94 
Vrat as, 33
Vrtra. 11, 16, 67, 109, 188 
VyäpinT, 133

W hitehead, Henry, 197-198 
Woman: daughter-in-law role of, 77, 

113-114; as faithful, 40, 41; injus­
tice to, 65, 200-202, 205; as model

wife and mother, 19, 28-29, 34, 65, 
70-78, 79, 80; in religion, 1-2; sta­
tus/role of, 76-77, 99, 113, 114

Yajur-veda, 12 
Yakjas, 25-26, 34 
YakjTs, 16 
Yama, 16, 97 
Yarn!, 16 
Yamuna, 192
Yašatilaka, 107, 117, 146-147, 148, 

179
Yašodä, 83, 91
Yašovarman, 107
Yoga, 52, 135; Siva's, 46, 53, 54;

Vijnu's, 186 
Yogini-tantra, 122 
Yogis vari, 159
Yoni, 49, 52, 216, 217; SatT's, 38, 39, 

40, 186, 187 
Yudhifjhira, 107, 108

Zhob Valley, 212-213, 214


