
Contents

Preface ix
List o f  abbrevia tions xii

1 A bou t ‘H in d u ’, H in d u ism  a n d  th is  b o o k 1

Part I G u id in g  vo ices

2 The voice o f  sc rip tu re  as V ed a 25
3 The voice o f  sc rip tu re  as V e d a  a n d  ‘V e d a ’ 55
4 The voice o f  tra d itio n : V a rn äšra m a  d h a rm a 74
5 T he voice o f  tra d itio n : ‘C a s te ’ a n d  n a rra tiv e 108
6 T he voice o f  tra d itio n : F o lk lo re  a n d  th e  in te llec tu a l

heritage 146
7 T he voice o f  ex p e rien ce 165

Part II R eason a n d  m orality

8 A  story  w ith  a tail 197
9 M orality an d  th e  p erson 223

Part III Im ages o f  tim e , sp a ce  and  etern ity

10 M odes o f  rec k o n in g  tim e  a n d  ‘p ro g re ss ’ 251
11 T he sacred  an d  its fo rm s 275
12 M eans, w ays an d  en d s 295

Notes 325
Select glossary 359
Select b ib liography 362
Index 372



Index

Advaita 6 7 -8 ,71 , 175,189,251,292, 
304, 322

ahimsä (non-violence) 90, 187, 223ff 
Áranyaka passim  esp. 31-2, 37 
artha 159-62; see also purusärtha 
A rthašästra 161-2 
arya(n) 7 , 20, 27-30, 68-9, 87-8, 

166-7, 230 
Arya Samaj 69-70 
ascetic(-ism) 226, 263, 299; see also 

tapas and renouncer 
ashrama 92ff, 258-9 
ätman 39, 86, 175, 241ff, 322; see 

also purusa 
Aurobindo G hose 155, 234-5 
avatära passim  esp. 134, 137, 172-3, 

215, 255, 283, 291, 312 
avidyä 215-17, 253

Bailey, G. 339 
Bäul 62, 352
Bhagavadgetäpassim  esp. 51, 61, 77, 

102, 133-5, 221-2, 240, 305, 348, 
355

Bhagavän 308-9 
bhajan 121, 293 
Bhartrhari 49, 50 
Biruni, al- 4, 9
body 244-5 , 280, 315 , 323; subtle 

245-6
Brahm a 15, 42-5, 47-9, 231, 253 
brahmacarya 92ff
Brahm an 36, 38-9, 43, 47, 49, 156, 

175, 178, 229, 245, 292, 303, 322 
Brähm ana passim  esp. 31-2, 36, 97, 

230

Brahmin(-ic) passim  esp. 3, 9, 10, 
20, 4 1 ,5 7 , 64, 77, 80, 83 ,89 , 101, 
111, 126, 148-9 

Brahm o Samaj 66, 119 
Brockington, J. L. 153 
Buddhist(-ism) passim  esp. 12, 14-16, 

26, 41, 57, 95, 102, 221, 226, 313

Caitanya 155, 257-8, 283, 312 
caste passim  esp. 10-12, 88-9, 11 Iff; 

as jati 112ff; loss o f 104ff; -mixing 
108ff

0  child 100, 109, 139, 265, 271, 317-18 
consciousness passim  esp. 242ff 
cow 46, 252, 258, 290

Dalit 117, 122, 335 
dance 173-4 
darsana 154ff 
darshan 281, 298
D ayananda Sarasvati 67,119-20,358 
dem erit 213-14, 232 
deva: see god(s) 
devi: see Goddess 
devotionalism passim  esp. 57, 102, 

126, 130, 137, 149, 216, 239, 257, 
305ff, 354-5 

dharm a (and adharm a) passim  esp. 
12, 13, 15, 16, 75, 83-4, 86-7, 110, 
119, 130, 156, Chs 8 and 9, 252, 
312; sädharana 223-5, 228; 
sanätana 12, 13, 220-1; stri lOOff, 
344; sva 220-1, 225; varnäšrama 
Ch.4, 221; varnäšrama-sastra 83ff, 
223, 264; varnäiram a-sütra 83ff, 
223, 264
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Díwälí 295-6
D raupadi passim  esp. 133, 204-11, 

229

Eck, D. 276
epic Ch. 5, 125, 221
evil 213, 233, 300, 309-11

* family 259-60 
fate 198-201, 218, 229 
ford (tirtha) 224, 227, 276 
folklore, religious passim  esp. 140ff, 

146ff, 290. 306-7 
Fuller, C. J. 351

Ganeša passim  esp. 267, 284-6 
Ganges 148, 272, 275-6, 278, 297, 

352
Gandhi, M. K. 120, 122, 137, 187-8, 

194
garhasthya 94ff 
Gayatri 44, 53, 72, 267 
GTtagovinda 172-3, 341 
god(s) passim  esp. 15, 29, 31, 89, 

151, 182, 234, 254, 296, 305-6, 355 
God: see Iávara and Brahman 

C Goddess 29, 34, 145, 149, 228, 245, 
282, 286-8, 290, 300ff, 306, 311, 
323, 356-7 

Gnosis 215 
Grhya Sůtra 79, 82 
Guru 93-4, 190ff

Hanum än passim  esp. 128-9, 133, 
137, 143, 283 

H arappa passim  esp. 28-9, 91, 167 
Hardy, F. 61-2, 355 
H are Krishna 28, 150-1, 257, 316 
heaven 41, 134, 145, 233^», 324 
hell 52, 233-4, 296 
H indu, origins of 7ff 
H indutra 4, 14, 124, 179, 258 
homology 33-4 
H ooker, R . 275 
horoscope 265, 270

image 282ff
image worship 100, 278, 280-2, 292, 

301-2, 314 
immortality passim  esp. 41,182,216, 

232, 241, 296, 305

impurity 91, 98-9, 106, 109, 113-14, 
119, 190, 213, 272, 291 

íšvara 158, 215, 225, 229, 239, 254-5

Jainism passim  esp. 14, 15 , 95 , 226 
jäti: see caste

Kablr 16-17, 121, 130 
Kahrs, E . 330
Kali 228, 282, 286-7, 311, 316, 356 
karna 159ff 
Kämasütra 162-3 
karm a 297-8; see also rebirth 
Killingley, D. 331, 334 
knowledge 41, 156; see also vidyä 
Krishnan, Y. 346
K rsnapassim  esp. 18 ,61,103,133-6, 

151, 173, 211, 255, 257-9, 296, 
312-13, 318-19 

Ksatriya passim  esp. 90, 125, 219, 
224

Kumbha Mela 228, 296ff

Laksmi 270, 282, 287, 296 
language 32-3, 49, 50, 80; see also 

vac, word 
liberation: see moksa 
lila 141, 254-6 
liňga 174, 289, 290, 352

Madhva 48, 81, 155, 254 
M ahäbhärata passim  esp. 58, 101, 

125-6, 131ff, 139, 142, 197ff, 293 
M anasä Maňgal 145 
m antra 52-3, 294
M anu, Code of passim  esp. 77, 83, 

88-9, 91, 94, 100, 111, 223^1 
«m arriage 259, 267ff; love- 12, 269 

materialism 168-9 
Matilal, B. K. 223 
m atter: see prakrti 
mäyä 174, 256
merit passim  esp. 214, 231-2, 238, 

297
Mimämsä: Pürva 39, 40, 45-6, 48, 

58, 155-6, 304; Sütras 155-6, 221; 
U ttara see Vedanta 

mokma (liberation) passim  esp. 69, 
126', 156, 160, 222, 232, 234, 297, 
321 ff, 348
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Muslim 9, 16, 17, 63 
myth 42, 183-6, 276, 310

Näga 226-8, 299 
name 49, 121, 293-4 
nivrtti 175, 218 
nyäsa 34
Nyäya 178; -Vaišesika 157, 251, 328

Om  53, 280 
Openshaw, J. 352

Päbüji, epic of 143ff
Pänini 76, 78
päp(a) 213-14, 230
Päšupata religion 188, 238
pätha 140, 153, 211, 339
person, nature of 241 ff
prakrti 68, 158, 241 ff, 274, 286, 288,

313, 322 
prasäda 282, 351
pravrtti 167, 173, 175-6, 218 
prcta 239, 272-3, 292 
priest passim  esp. 43, 46, 113, 116, 

144, 280, 292, 351 
püjä: D urgä 98, 299ff; see also image 

worship 
punya 213-14, 233 
Purana(s) passim  esp. 64,140, 146ff, 

234, 323; Agni 148; Bhägavata 61, 
151, 153, 234, 257, 313, 324, 355; 
Brahm ända 44; Brahm avaivarta 
288; list o f 147; M ärkendeya 287; 
Šiva 152; Skanda 15ff; Visnu 253,
314, 355

purity passim  esp. 89, 116, 141, 213, 
223, 271-2, 280 

Purusa 158, 241, 286, 322; cosmic 
87-8 '
purusärtha 159ff, 264

Rädhä passim  esp. 172-3, 257-8, 
312, 318-19, 321 

Radhakrishnan 71, 155, 189, 220 
Rama passim  esp. 17, 18, 58, 127ff, 

136-8, 275, 301, 313 
Ramakrishna (Param aham sa) 67, 

155, 188, 192, 238, 292 
Ramana Maharshi 192, 238, 240 
Ram anuja 42, 47-9, 81, 149, 155,

181, 188, 222, 244-5, 254, 256, 
304, 314-15, 355 

Räm äyana passim  esp. 98, 125ff, 
136ff, 142 

Rämcaritmänas 58, 103, 137-8, 141 
Rämlílä 141 
Ram prasad Sea 316 
reason 176ff
rebirth passim  esp. 230ff, 307, 322, 

347
renouncer (samnyasen) 11, 96ff,

259-60, 271,' 298 
ritual (rites) passim  esp. 80, 82, 95, 

156, 292, 304; for the dead 238-9; 
see also sacrifice and samskära 

Roy, Ram Mohan 63-6,101,118-19, 
177

sacrifice (as ritual) passim  esp. 31-2, 
34-5, 38-9, 46, 57, 89, 198, 278, 
305, 354; animal 95, 224, 226, 287 

Sáiva Siddhänta 59 
šakti passim  esp. 49, 50, 261, 286, 

291
šälagräma 291
Šam kara 42, 47, 81, 155, 166,

176-7, 215, 217, 292, 303, 345 
Sämkhya 158, 188-9, 241, 322 
samsära 156, 233, 237, 252, 297, 324 
samskära 264ff
Sanskrit passim  esp. 10, 11, 51, 70, 

138, 153, 328 
Sant M at 120ff, 137, 294 
satyägraha 187 
Sävitri, story o f  26Iff 
scripture passim  esp. 25ff, 32, 177, 

304
Šiva passim  esp. 15, 29, 45, 59, 67, 

145, 174, 184-5, 277, 282^1 
Smith, J. 337
Smrti passim  esp. 74ff, 123, 135, 153 
Soma 32
spirit see atman and purusa 
sphota 49 
Srauta Sütra 79
šruti passim  esp. 74ff, 135, 144; see 

also Veda 
suddhi 118
Südra passim  esp. 56, 91, 235, 264, 

331
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suffering passim  esp. 240, 243, 252 
sütra, meaning of 81 
süttee 65, 100-2, 132, 224-5, 333 
Swaminarayan religion 62, 151, 343

T antra passim  esp. 34, 50ff, 175,224, 
254, 256, 288-9, 323, 356 

tapas 185, 260, 262-3 
tem ple 278-9 
time 251ff 
tolerance 189 
truth 180ff
twice-born passim  esp. 90, 91, 

113-14, 233, 264

untouchable (-ility) 91, 114ff, 189, 
224, 228

Upanisad(s) passim  esp. 31, 32, 37- 
40, 52-3, 64, 67, 71, 156, 169-70, 
213-14, 230, 232, 241

vac (sacred speech/utterance) 33, 
45-9, 305 

Vaišya passim  esp. 90 
Vallabha 60, 61, 155 
vänaprasthya 96, 260 
van Buitenen, J . A . B. 201 
varna see caste 
V aruna 87, 217
Veda(s) passim  esp. 3 , 7 , 13, 14, 

26-7, 41, 45, 48, 58, 65, 67-8, 70, 
7 2 ,7 8 ,9 1 ,9 3 ,9 8 , 138, 153-4, 159, 
218; as contrastive symbol 62; 
A tharva 31, 33, 38, 44, 93, 147;

fixing of canon 41-2; mythological 
origin 42ff; in nineteenth century 
63ff; Rg 7, 29-31, 44, 68, 217, 241; 
Sáma 31, 35-7, 44; theological 
origin 47ff; Y ajur 31, 35-7, 44 

Vedanta (-in) passim  esp. 38-40, 45- 
8, 58, 71, 81, 155-6, 215-17, 242, 
256

vidyä (knowledge) 215-17, 239, 304 
violence 90
Visnu passim  esp. 15, 18, 43, 58,

І27, 150, 283, 291, 2% 
visualisation 314-15, 356 
V ivekananda, Swami 35, 66-7, 155, 

302
vow (vrata) 100, 261, 263

W hicher, I. 353 
«.widowhood 104 
* women 97ff, 224, 228, 233, 245,

260-1, 264, 266, 268-70, 288-9, 
299

word 25-6, 46, 48-50; see also vac 
worship: image: see image; domestic 

282

yajfia: see sacrifice
Yama 152, 216, 262-3, 273, 289
yantra 357
yoga 158, 226, 303, 322, 353
yoni 174, 290
yuga 252-3; kali 257-8

Z aehner, R. C. 213-14, 309-10


