Contents

Introduction 7
Crisis or Not: On the Situation of American Poetry and Its
Audience 17

Humor as a Method in Postwar American Culture Poetry 33
Allen Ginsberg: Odyssey in the American Supermarket 43

Kenneth Koch: The Poet as Serious Comic 63
“Reality U.S.A”: The Poetry of Mark Halliday 81
R.S. Gwynn: The New Formalist Shops at the Mall 107
Campbell McGrath: The Poet as a Representative Product of
American Culture 127
Tony Hoagland: The Poetry of Ironic Self-Deprecation 185
Billy Collins: The Genteel Commentator 207
Culture, Identity, and Humor in Contemporary
Chinese-American Poetry 215
Bibliography 227

Index 247



