
CONTENTS

P reface  a n d  ack n o w led g em en ts  7

I I N T R O D U C T I O N  9
H o w  to  id en tify  a n  o r ie n ta l c a rp e t by  its  d esign  10
Classification o f  oriental carpet designs 11
Fineness o f  weave 12
Design conditions 12

R u g  id e n tif ic a tio n : th e  professional a p p ro a c h  15
The nature o f  the rug 15
Materials used 16

S tru c tu re  16
The knot 16
The warps and wefts 18
The selvedge 22
The fringe  23
S ize  and shape 23

T h e  co lou rs 23
1 Dyes tuffs 23
2 Materials 27
3  Washing 27
4 Age and condition 27

V alues o f  o r ie n ta l c a rp e ts  28

C a rp e t sizes a n d  n am es 29

A  n o te  on  k n o t co u n ts  30

D ates  a n d  s ig n a tu re s  in  c a rp e ts  31

N ew  C h in ese  c a rp e ts :  s tru c tu ra l  n o te  32

T h e  h is to rica l o rig in s o f  c a rp e ts  a n d  c a rp e t designs 33

N ew  o r ie n ta l cop ies o f  P e rs ian  designs 37

S y m b o lism  in  o r ie n ta l c a rp e t design  38

P ro n u n c ia tio n  o f  p lace  n am es 40

II B O R D E R  D E S I G N S  4.



III U N I V E R S A L  D E S I G N S  5i
1 T h e  b o teh  52

2 T h e  H era ti p a tte rn  74

3 T ree  designs 106

4 V ase designs 118

5 P rayer-rug  designs 126

6 G ard en  a n d  p an e l designs 144

7 P icture  designs; a n im a l a n d  b ird  designs 156

IV G E O M E T R I C  D E S I G N S  1 7 3

1 G eom etric a ll-o v er designs 174

2 G eom etric re p e a tin g  m ed a llio n  designs 208

3 G eom etric m e d a llio n -p la in  designs 238

4 G eom etric m ed a llio n /a ll-o v e r designs 250

V F L O R A L  D E S I G N S  269
1 F loral m ed a llion /a ll-over designs 270

2 F loral m ed a llio n -p la in  designs 308

3 F loral all-over designs 324

Select b ib lio g rap h y  342

M aps 343

Index  o f  ca rp e t o rig ins illu s tra ted  348

G eneral index  349


