
Contents

Preface vii

A cknow ledgem ents xiii

List o f Plates X V

List o f Figures xvii

List o f Tables xix

In troduction 1

C hap ter 1: M ethodo log ical an d  Sociological Issues of
the Survey 11

C hapter 2: Religious Experience in the C on tex t of
C ontem porary  C hina 28

C hapter 3: Influence o f C onfucian  C ultu re o n  Religious
Belief an d  Experience 50

C hapter 4: C hristian  Faith  an d  its Effect on  Religious
Experience 70

C hapter 5: B uddhism  an d  the  Religious Experience of
U rban  Residents 96

C hap ter 6: Folk R eligion an d  Religious Experiences 117

C hap ter 7: G ender and  Religious Experiences o f R ural
Residents 135

C hap ter 8: Religiosity o f th e  Religious, the
N on-relig ious and  the  A theist 152

C hap ter 9: Reflections on Religion and  Religious
Experience in Britain an d  China 178



C O N T EN T S

A ppendix  I: Religious Experience am ong the
H an  Chinese Q uestionnaire  194

A ppendix  II: Assessing the  Q uality  o f F ieldw ork 246

B ibliography 2 57

A G lossary o f C hinese C haracters  263

Index 267

VI



Index

A nalects o f  C onfucius  6 6 -6 7  
A ncestor w orsh ip  39 , 5 7 -6 2 , 112 
Assessing quality  o f fieldw ork 

2 4 6 -2 5 6  
average interview  duration  

(AID) 2 4 6 -2 5 0  
average m issing response 

(AM R) 2 5 0 -2 5 4  
A uspicious dates 112 
B odhisattvas 38 , 88 

C han  5 
B row n, L.B. 

evaluation  o f  religious beliefs, 
o n  74 

Buddhism  3 ,5 ,9 6 - 1 1 6  
ancestor w orsh ip  112 
auspicious dates 112 
beliefs 1 0 2 -1 0 7  
causal re tribu tion  109 
C om m unist Party, and  101 
concepts 107-11  
concepts com bined w ith  social 

norm s 108 
con trad ic tion  betw een

transcendentalism  and 
secularity  114 

criteria fo r identification
98 -9 9  

diffused fo rm  97-98  
diversity o f  political statuses 

101 
dream s 104 
education , and  101-102  
encoun te r w ith  sp iritual o r 

divine pow ers o r  beings 
105

enshrinem ent 99, 108 
enshrin ing  and  w orshipping 

B uddhist im ages a t  hom e
9 9 -1 0 0  

experiencing ex trao rd inary  
feelings 105 

experiencing o f  m ysterious o r 
sp iritual pow ers 10 2 -1 0 3  

fa ith  9 7 -1 0 2  
fatalism  10 8 -1 0 9  
features o f  believers and 

prac titioners 100 
fengshu i 11 1 -1 1 3  
folk religion, and  98 
folk religious beliefs 111-113  
F our N oble T ru ths 97 
influence o f  96 
institu tional religion, as 9 7 -9 8  
in terac tion  w ith  religious

m entality  o f  th e  Chinese 
110

m edita tion  105-106  
m ix tu re  o f  elem ents 113 
new  views o r  understanding  of 

life 10 3 -1 0 4  
N oble E ightfold P a th  97 
people o f  low er age 100-101  
philosophical developm ent 109 
ph ilosophy o f  life, and  106 
po p u lar exp lana tions of 

teachings 107 
practice 1 0 7 -1 1 1 , 111-113  
practitioners 9 7 -1 0 2  
re incarnation  108, 109 
religious experience o f  u rban  

residents, an d  9 6 -1 1 6

267



INDEX

religious experiences 10 2 -1 0 7  
spiritual developm ent 109 
statistics 9 , 100 
tem ples 11 3 -1 1 4  
Twelve N idanas 97 
urban iza tion , and  96 
w orld ly  111 

C hina
ad ap ta tio n  70
anti-re ligious pressure, effect o f 

8
B uddhism  3 , 5 
C hinese C hris tian  faith . See 

C hinese C hristian  faith 
C hristian ity  6 
church  attendance  91 
C om m unist revolu tion  3 
com position  and  d is tribu tion  o f  

C hinese C hristians 7 3 -7 4  
C onfucian  heritage 3 -4  
D aoism  3 -5  
developm ent in M ain land  

C hina 70 
education , and  73 
expression o f  faith  71 
faith  a t  low er level, w hether 

9 0 -9 2
gender d is tribu tion  72 -7 3  
indigenisation  92 
indigenisation  o f  churches 70 
influences 9 1 -9 2  
in tertw ining o f  C onfucianism , 

D aoism  and  Buddhism  5 
M arx ism , and  6 
m ix tu re  w ith  local religions 71 
percentages o f  self-claimed 

C hristians by provinces 
72

religious experience and  8 0 -8 4  
C hristians experiencing 

sp iritual pow ers m ost 
and  deepest 84 

dream s 82 -8 3

exclusiveness 83 -8 4  
form al religious activities 82 
m ysterious feeling 81 -8 2  
sub-types 8 0 -8 1  

religious o r  m ysterious 
experiences 91 

ru ra l a reas 73 
‘self’ principles 70 
survey da ta  7 2 -7 4  
syncretic religion and

experience 8 4 -9 0 . See 
also  Syncretic religion and 
experience 

‘th ree m ores’ 74 
understand ing  o f con tem porary  

religious life 8 
u rb an  areas 73 
C hinese C hristian  faith 7 4 -7 9  
com m unism , and  75 
degree of indigenisation 79 
deities to  w hich prayed 77 
enshrinem ent 79 
gongfeng  o f Jesus o r  Cross 

7 7 -7 9  
P ro testan ts 78 
governm ent policies, and 

7 4 -7 5  
C atho lics 78 

political constitu tion  75 
p rayer 7 6 -7 7  
religious activities 7 5 -7 6  
self-perception 74 
w orsh ip  7 6 -7 7  

C hinese religion and the C hina 
p ro ject 1 -10  

C hris tian ity  70 -9 5  
statistics 9 

C om m unist leaders 
im ages o f  64 

C om m unist Party
atheism , and 17 1 -1 7 2  
B uddhism , and 101 

C onfucianism  5 0 -6 9

268



INDEX

ancesto r w orsh ip  5 7 -6 2  
asking sp irits (qiu shen) 58 
au tho rita tive  and  determ inative 

m andate  o f  H eaven 57 
cu rren t influence 53, 68 
destiny, belief in 5 3 -5 7  
em phasizing m orality  and 

co n tribu tion  6 2 -6 7  
C om m unist leaders, images 

o f  64
deities and  o rd inary  people 

transfo rm ed  in to  each 
o th er 63 

enlightening view  63 
m orality  and  belief 63 
statem ents concerning 

religious and  m oral 
issues 64 

experience o f  being influenced 
o r  contro lled  by 
m ysterious pow er 54 

fam ilial cha rac te r o f  religious 
experience 5 7 -6 2  

d ream  experiences 5 8 -5 9  
link betw een spiritual and 

secular w orlds 6 0 -6 1  
m ysterious feelings 59 
physical responses 5 9 -6 0  

fam ily as foundation  o f  society 
an d  s ta te  62 

fam ily as sp iritual province 61 
ghosts, value and  m eaning of 

6 6 -6 7  
H eaven, concep t o f  56 
H eaven, reverence to  5 3 -5 7  
hum anistic cu ltu re  5 5 -5 6  
hum anistic trad ition , as 53 
influence o f  5 0 -6 9  
in teraction  w ith  Buddhism  and 

D aoism  67 
m eaning  of 5 5 -5 7  
m oral sp iritualism  67 
new  understand ing  o f life 54

religion, cu ltu re  and 5 0 -5 3  
religion, w hether 53 
sacrificial activities 58 
significance o f  51 
spirits, value and  m eaning of 

6 6 -6 7  
sp iritual m oralism  67 
statistics 8 
survey 50 
tian tning  53 
Will o f  H eaven 56 

C onfucius 4  
D aoism  3 -5  

practices 4 -5  
D ata  entry, checking, cleaning and 

encoding 2 2 -2 4  
add itional in fo rm ation  2 3 -2 4  
com puterising  w ork  2 2 -2 3  
open responses 2 3 -2 4  
rep o rt o n  data-checking  results 

23
D aw son, C hristopher

religion an d  cu ltu re , on 67 
D iffused religion 11 8 -1 2 0  

m eaning  118 
D ream s 4 2 -4 3 , 5 8 -5 9 , 82 -8 3  

Buddhism , and  104 
folk religion, and 12 9 -1 3 0  
religious experiences in 82 -8 3  

D uke of Z hou  42 
E m peror Yan 64 
Evaluating  interview s 2 4 -2 6  

length, analysis o f  24 -2 5  
m issing response 25 
stan d ard  tests 24 
statistics 24 
uneven quality  26 

Fengshui 11 1 -1 1 3  
Fieldw ork 2 1 -2 2

failure o f questionnaires to  pass 
test 21 

im balance o f  genders in 
sam pling 21

269



INDEX

supervision 21 
survey locations and  sam ple 

size in  each location  22
Folk religion 11 7 -1 3 4  

B uddhist causational pow er 
teachings 1 2 6 -1 2 7  

diffused religion, and . See 
D iffused religion 

d ream s 12 9 -1 3 0  
ethics o f  rew ard ing  good and 

punishing bad 127 
experience o f  sp iritual pow er or 

force 127-128  
experiencing new  understanding 

o r  view o f  life 129 
faith  128
Fujian province 11 8 -1 2 0  
m editation  130 
M inhou  C ounty  1 2 1 -1 2 6 . See 

also  M inhou  county  
m ysterious feelings 131, 132 
na tu re  o f  117-118  
religious ethics 12 6 -1 3 2  
religious experiences 1 1 7 -1 3 4 , 

126-132  
trad itio n a l religious doctrines 

128
Fujian province 11 8 -1 2 0  

legally recognized religions 
120

G ender and  religious experiences 
o f  ru ra l residents 

135-151  
‘bad  K arm a’ 149 
Buddhism  136 
co rrelation  betw een health  and 

belief 148 
experiencing m ysterious events 

141
experiencing new  understanding 

o r  view s o f  life 140 
fam ily roles 144

gender difference o f  effects o f 
experiencing spiritual 
pow er 142 

gender differences in ru ra l areas 
138

gender inequality  136 
health  change after sp iritual 

experience 147 
health  concern  and  religious 

experience 14 6 -1 4 9  
im pact o f  sp iritual pow er or 

being 14 1 -1 4 2  
labou r division 144 
occasions on w hich spiritual

experience to o k  place m ost 
frequently  o r  w ith  deepest 
im pression 143 

offerings 145-146  
partic ipa tion  in religious 

activities 144 
philosophical understand ings o f 

religion 139 
psychological balance 148-149  
religion in ru ra l areas, and 

137
religions w hich ru ra l m en and 

w om en believe 138 
religious a ttitu d e  o f  family 

m em bers, a n d  145 
religious experiences o f  ru ra l 

and  u rb an  residents 
139-143  

religious identity  138 
religious o rien ta tions 145 
ru ra l w om en 135 
ru ra l w om en, fam ily and 

religiosity 14 4 -1 4 6  
secular na tu re  o f  Chinese 

religions, and  149 
social loneliness 145 
sociology, religion a n d  gender 

inequality  1 3 5 -1 3 9  
survey sam ples 137

270



INDEX

w om en as inferio r gender 140 
G hosts (guishen) 

belief in 66 
G ongfen  7 7 -7 8 , 1 5 7 -1 5 8 , 168 
G uanyin 63 , 64 
G uanyu 63 , 64 
H a n  Chinese

religious experience am ong  11 
H ardy, Sir A lister 1 
H ay, D avid

religious experience, on  2 
H uan  yuan  6 5 -6 6  
Jade E m peror 87 
Jerom e, C hristian

diffused religion, o n  119 
Jiao  5 1 -5 2
Jo h n  Tem pleton F oundation  6 -7  
Laozi 4 
Li Y iyuan 

diffused religion, o n  119 
L ord D ai 65 
L ord G uan 63 , 64 
M editation

Buddhism , and  105-106  
M ethodological and sociological 

issues o f  survey 11 -2 7  
da ta  entry, checking, cleaning 

and  encoding. See D ata 
entry, checking, cleaning 
and  encoding 

evaluating  interview s. See 
Evaluating  interviews 

fieldw ork. See  F ieldw ork 
questionnaire  design. See 

Q uestionnaire  design 
sam pling w ork . See  Sam pling 

w ork
M inhou C ounty  121-126  

B uddhism  12 3 -1 2 4  
com m unal folk belief 123 
cun ntiao  123 
D aoism  123-124  
degree of satisfaction  in  life 

132

folk n a tu re  o f  religious beliefs 
a n d  experiences 13 3 -1 3 4  

folk-religious believers and  
prac titioners 122 

gong  feng  1245, 125 
m ysterious feelings 131, 132 
religions believed in 122 
religious activities 125 
religious and  non-religious, 

statistics 121 
religious beliefs and  practices 

12 1 -1 2 6  
religious identities o f

self-claim ed religious 
believers 123 

sacred o r  religious sites 121 
sources o f  in fo rm ation  on

religious m atters 12 4 -1 2 5  
understand ing  o f  na tu re  and 

function  o f  religion 126 
N on-religiousness o f the religious

154-155  
m easurem ents 154 

Prayer
statistics 65 

Q uestionnaire  design 12-15  
basic sections 13 
consistent term inology 15 
dem ographic backgrounds 

14-15  
diversity  o f  religious

sub-cultures, and  15 
flow  ch a rt 12 
‘religious experience’ 14 
socio-econom ic backgrounds 

1 4 -1 5
structu ring  o f  in fo rm ation , and 

15
theoretical fram ew ork guiding 

14
R eincarnation  108, 109 
Religion

com plex  cultu ral phenom enon, 
as 50

271



INDEX

m eaning 52 
Religion and  religious experience 

in B ritain and  C hina
17 8 -1 9 3  

atheism  181
British educational system 

183-184  
British in tellectual in terest in 

religion 191 
British m otive fo r p rayer o r 

w orsh ip  187-188  
B uddhist ideas, influence of 

189
C hinese m otive fo r prayer o r 

w orsh ip  187 
churchgoing in B ritain 180 
daily  a c t o f w orsh ip  in British 

schools 182-183  
decline in B ritain 190-191 
differing s ta tu s  o f  religion 182 
ghosts 188-189  
p luralist theological response 

186
post-en ligh tenm ent ra tionality  

184
re incarnation  18 9 -1 9 0  
religion and na tiona lity  182 
religion as ‘op ium  o f  the 

people’ 190 
religion in British population  

179
religion in C hinese popu la tion

17 9 -1 8 0
religious experiences 184-185  
revival in C hina 190-191  
spirits 18 8 -1 8 9  
varieties o f  religious experience 

186
Religiosity o f  the non-religious

16 2 -1 6 9  
approval o f  religious concepts 

o r  principles 163 
experiences cen tred  o n  spiritual 

pow ers 165-166

frequency o f  sp iritual
experiences 16 6 -1 6 7  

gong-feng  168 
prayer to  o r  w orsh ip  o f  m ore 

th a n  one deity  167-168  
sta tem ents ab o u t religion

1 6 3 -1 6 4 , 165 
Religious belief 

m eaning 14 
severed from  religious

behaviour, w hether 173 
Religious beliefs and  practices 

practical and  u tilita rian  m otive 
17 4 -1 7 5  

Religious conception 
m eaning 14 

Religious experience
m eaning 14, 28, 3 2 -3 3 , 80 
na tu re  o f  11 
seven categories 32 -3 3  
statistics 2 , 80 

Religious experience am ong  H an  
C hinese questionnaire  

194-245  
conception  a n d  behaviour 

2 2 7 -2 3 2  
fam ily sam pling tab le  195-196  
ideas and  beliefs 2 3 2 -2 4 4  
personal details 19 6 -2 0 0  
religious experience: dream s 

20 9 -2 1 3  
religious experience: m ysterious 

events 21 7 -2 2 1  
religious experience: m ysterious 

feelings 2 1 4 -2 1 7  
religious experience: new  views 

o f life 205 
religious experience: one body 

2 2 1 -2 2 3  
religious experience: others 

224
religious experience: pow ers 

2 0 0 -2 0 5

272



INDEX

Religious experience in con tex t o f 
con tem porary  C hina

2 8 -4 9  
ancestor w orsh ip  39 
atheism , and  2 9 -3 0  
a ttitu d e  of believing b u t no t 

belonging 41 
blessing influences 45 
B uddhist sp iritual beings or 

pow ers 38 
close association  o f  religious 

experiences and 
hum anistic concerns 

4 1 -4 2
com plexity  of situa tion  in 

C hina 30 
conceptual difficulties 2 8 -4 9  
convergence 3 2 -3 6  
D aoism  3 8 -3 9  
diversity 3 2 -3 6  
donations 31
dream s, im portance of 42—43 
dynam ic re la tionsh ip  betw een 

in ternal and  ex ternal 43 
experience o f  G od 3 9 -4 0  
experiencing influence of

contro l o f  sp iritual pow ers 
3 4 -3 5  

fate, belief in 3 6 -3 7  
fate-related  religion 37 
fate-religion 37 
fortune, belief in  3 6 -3 7 7  
fortune-telling 37 
frequency o f  sp iritual 

experiences 36 
G od o f  Fortune  35 
guiding influences 45 
H eaven, hu m an  relationship  

w ith  38 
H eaven o r  th e  W ill o f  H eaven 

3 3 -3 4
hum anistic  concerns 4 0 -4 6  
im m anence 3 6 -4 0

influence o f  trad itions 44 
inspiring influences 45 
linguistic am biguity  29 
m ost p ro found  o r  deepest 

influences 45 
negative experiences 4 5 -4 6  
‘new ’ understand ing  41 
occasions on  w hich religious 

experiences to o k  place 44 
perception  o f  u ltim ate  reality 

4 6 -4 7
positive influences 4 5 -4 6  
possibility o f  experience o f  G od 

40
religious a n d  non-religious

2 9 -3 2
‘religious experience’ 28 
religious experiences during 

o rd inary  daily  life 43 , 44 
religious identity  30 -31  
self-claim ed religious affiliations 

3 1 -3 2
self-reported  religious activities 

3 1 -3 2  
syncretism  40 
transcendence 3 6 -4 0  
W ill o f H eaven 35 

Religious Experience Research 
C entre 1 -3  

C hina research  p ro ject 7 
founding o f  1 
m ain  finding 1 -2  
Spirituality, Science and

R eligious E xperience  6 
U niversity o f  W ales, L am peter 

3
Religious identity

m easurem ents 172-173  
Religious m entality 

na tu re  o f  172 
R eligious m entality  o f  atheists 

16 9 -1 7 2  
C om m unist p arty  17 1 -1 7 2

273



INDEX

donations 170-171  
‘firm  a theists’ 170 
prayer 170 
theistic views 169 

Religious, non-religious and 
atheists 15 2 -1 7 7  

percentages 153 
religious belief and  religious 

behaviour 152 
Religious w ith o u t fixed

w orsh ipp ing  objects 
16 0 -1 6 2  

B uddhism  161 
C atholics 161-162  
D aoists 161 
G od o f  F ortune  162 

Religious w ith o u t tak ing  p a r t in 
religious activities 

156-160  
collective religious activities 

1 5 6 -1 5 7  
gong-feng  15 7 -1 5 8  
intellectual approaches to

religious know ledge 160 
m astery of religious know ledge 

159 
praying 157 
religious practices by 

religionists 158 
religious sites 158-159  
w orsh ipp ing  157 

Religious w ith o u t theist beliefs
155-156  

religious practices 156 
R enjian f оjiao  111 
Sam pling w ork  15 -2 0  

actua l valid sam ples by 
provinces and 
m unicipalities 20 

excluded regions 18 
flow  ch a rt 17 
H an  Chinese 18 
high ra te  o f m igration  20

household  registration  d a ta , 
and  19-20  

inconsistencies in da ta  20 
in terconnected  stages 16 
locations o f purposive sam pling 

19
non-p robab ility  m ethods 16 
p robability  m ethods 16 
regions o f C hina 17-18  
sam ple size 16 
size o f  popu la tion , and  17 
types o f  H an  C hinese religions 

18
Sociology, religion and  gender 

inequality  13 5 -1 3 9
Spirits

belief in 66 
St Paul 80 
St Peter 80
Syncratic religion and  experience 

8 4 -9 0
attendance  a t  church  8 7 -8 8  
C atholics 90 
C hristian  im ages 89 
enshrinem ent 88 
experience of m ysterious events 

89
experience of sp iritual pow ers 

85
prayer o r  personal w orsh ip  88 
P ro testan ts 90 
relationsh ip  betw een religious 

practices a n d  experiences 
89

statistics 85 -8 6  
subconsciousness 8 8 -8 9  
superstition , and 87 
‘th ree religions’ 86 
tran s la to r o f  term s in to  those 

fam iliar w ith  C hinese 86 
Т і an dao  90 
Т і an m in g  53. 90 
Tian zhu  90

274



INDEX

U niversity o f  W ales L am peter 3 
W ard, Keith 

religion, o n  52 
W atanabe, Shino

folk religion, o n  119-120  
Yang, C.K.

diffused religion, on 118

Yellow E m peror 64 
Z hang  D ong-sun

Chinese social structu re, o n  62 
Z huangzi 42 
Z ong  51 -5 2  
Z ong , Jiao  5 1 -5 2

275


