Contents

Preface 9

1. “How to Approach Language” 15

2. The Discovery of Loss in The Sound and the Fury 63
3. Marriages of Speaking and Hearing in

Absalom, Absalom! 115

4. The Hamlet: Rites of Play 162

5. The Ritual of Mourning in Go Down, Moses 3

Index 275



Absalom, Absalom!, 15-17, 38, 61,
83-85, 115-61; and The Sound and
the Fury, 115-18

Adams, Richard P., 122-23

Ames, Dalton, 83, 88-89, 91

Anderson, Sherwood, 49

Armstid family, 178, 191, 195-96,
209-10

As I Lay Dying, 38, 40-42, 59, 74

Backman, Melvin, 122, 158

Barthes, Roland, 167

Bascomb, Maury, 69

“Bear, The,” 44, 250-65. See also Go
Down, Moses.

Beard, Virgil, 54-56

Beauchamp, Hubert, 220-30, 265

Beauchamp, James, 263, 267

Beauchamp, Lucas, 31, 230-38

Beauchamp, Molly (Mollie), 233-38,
270-73

Beauchamp, Samuel (“Butch™), 269-73

Beauchamp, Sophonsiba, 220-30

Beauchamp, Tennie, 220-30

Beck, Warren, 40, 54, 164

Benbow, Horace, 50-53, 59

Benbow, Narcissa, 50-57, 60

Benbow, Will, 51-52

Bergson, Henri, 36-37, 65

Bland, Gerald, 89

Bleikasten, André, 18-19, 42-43, 66,
69, 71, 74, 85, 87, 108

Index

Blotner, Joseph, 22, 31, 58, 62, 84, 105,
116, 117, 151, 250-51

Bolivar, Uncle Dick, 209

Bon, Charles, 15, 21, 125-27, 136-41,
143-48, 157

Bookwright, 166, 209-11

Bouvard, Loic, 36, 41, 218

Brooks, Cleanth, 120, 122, 180

Brown, Calvin, 16

Brylowski, Walter, 39, 189

Bundren, Addie, 38, 4042, 47, 59

Burden, Joanna, 21

Cambon, Glauco, 247

Chase, Richard, 65

Christmas, Joe, 31, 47, 58-59

Coldfield, Goodhue, 128, 133

Coldfield, Rosa, 59, 116, 120-34

Compson, Benjy, 63-78, 242

Compson, Caddy, 20-23, 40-42, 44,
58, 60-61, 63-114

Compson, Caroline, 68-69, 80, 92-93,
112-13

Compson, General, 153-54, 157

Compson, Jason, III (Mr. Compson),
81, 96, 98-100, 133; as narrator in
Absalom, Absalom!, 134-42; as
Quentin’s interlocutor in The Sound
and the Fury, 83-86

Compson, Jason, IV, 64, 91-114

Compson, Quentin, 15-17, 31, 35, 44,
58, 60-61, 109-10, 116, 23940,

275



Index

Compson, Quentin (cont.)
243; in Absalom, Absalom!, as au-
ditor, 132-42; in Absalom, Ab-
salom!, as narrator, 122, 143-61; in
The Sound and the Fury, 78-91

Creighton, Joanne, 217

Culler, Jonathan, 27-28

“Delta Autumn,” 265-69

Derrida, Jacques, 23-36, 43, 435, 51, 60,
62, 66-67, 68, 152, 163, 168, 179,
194; on différance, 26-27; and
Freud, 32-34, 55; on language and
absence, 24-27; on language and
consciousness, 29-31; and Nietzsche,
32-33, 36; and sign, 28-30; on sup-
plement, 25-27, 116

Dilsey, 43, 71, 106-13

Doody, Terrence, 39, 144

Drake, Temple, 21, 59

Early, James, 217, 271

Edmonds, Carothers (“Roth™), 231-38,
267-69, 271

Edmonds, McCaslin (**Cass™), 220-30,
248-49, 257-65

Edmonds, Zachary (“Zack™), 231-38

Eliade, Mircea, 216, 245, 251

Fable, A, 77

Fairchild, Dawson, 45-50

Fathers, Sam, 244-49, 252

Fiedler, Leslie, 215, 229

“Fire and the Hearth, The,” 230-38.
See also Beauchamp, Lucas.

Flags in the Dust, 44435, 50-60. See
also Sartoris.

Forrer, Richard, 123

Freud, Sigmund, 51; Derrida’s view of,
32-34, 5§

Gelfant, Blanche H., 253

Genette, Gerard, 73-74

Go Down, Moses, 59, 62, 212-73. See
also “Bear, The”; “Delta Autumn™;
“Fire and the Hearth, The”; “Go

276

Down, Moses™; “Old People, The";
“Pantaloon in Black™; “Was.”

“Go Down, Moses,” 269-73

Gold, Joseph, 43-44, 183

“Gold Is Not Always,” 230

Gordon, 45-50

Gospels, 109

Grove, Lena, 59

Guetri, James, 40, 118, 122, 160

Gwynn, Frederick L., 22, 31, 62, 84,
105, 116, 117, 151, 250-51

Hamilet, The, 61, 162-211

Head, Herbert, 81, 89, 93, 95-97
Head, Quentin, 98-101

Hipps, Buck, 189, 195

Hoffman, Frederick ]., 188
Hogganbeck, Boon, 253

Holland, Laurence B., 217
Hopkins, Viola, 165

Houston, Jack, 207-8, 239

Ikkemotubbe, 247-48

“Introduction for The Sound and the
Fury, An,” 17-23, 104

Irwin, John T., 32, 34-35, 66, 84,
87-88, 123, 134, 142, 144, 148

James, Henry, 22
Johnson, Stuart H., 22

Kartiganer, Donald M., 38-39, 63, 70,
77, 107, 111

Kauffman, Julius, 48-50

Kermode, Frank, 105-6, 110

Kinney, Arthur, 43, 213

Klotz, Marvin, 217

Kumar, Shiv K., 73

Labove, 189, 191, 192-94
Lacan, Jacques, 35
Langford, Gerald, 121
Larsen, Eric, 39
Lévi-Strauss, Claude, 35
Light in August, 31, 58-59
Lilly, Paul R., 4042



Lind, Ilse Dusoir, 158

Lion, 253

Littlejohn, Mrs., 174, 180, 189
Longley, John L., 92

Lorraine, 101-3

Luster, 66, 70, 96-97

McCannon, Shreve (Shreve MacKenzie),
15-17, 31, 122, 124; as narrator of
Absalom, Absalom!, 143-61

McCaslin, Amodeus (“Uncle Buddy™),
220-30, 264-65

McCaslin, Carothers, 220, 222-23,
231-38, 258-635, 267-68, 272

McCaslin, Isaac (*lke™), 31, 225-30,
244-69

McCaslin, Theophilus (“Uncle Buck™),
220-30, 264-65

McEachern, 59

Mahon, Donald, 59

Mahon, Reverend, 59

Mannie, 23844

Mansion, The, 208

Mathiex, Marie-Helene, 222

Maurier, Mrs., 48-50

Meriwether, James B., 17, 18, 21, 41,
59, 63, 104

Messerli, Douglas, 78

Millgate, Michael, 17, 21, 41, 59, 63,
122

Minter, David, L., 119

Mitchell, Belle, 51-53

Mosquitoes, 16, 38, 44, 45-50, 60

Old Ben, 251-56
“0ld People, The,” 24449

“Pantaloon in Black,” 23844
Pate, Lucy, 207-8

“Point of Law, A,” 230
Poirier, Richard, 187

Powers, Margaret, 59-60

Ratliff, V. K., 61, 162-82, 209-11
Reed, Joseph, 170

Index

Rider, 31, 23844

Rimbaud, Arthur, 41

Rollyson, Carl E., 120

Ross, Stephen M., 16, 151

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 24-29, 36, 51,
66-68, 8§2

Said, Edward, 152

Sanctuary, 20, 59

Sartoris, 18, 44, 50. See also Flags in the
Dust.

Sartoris, Bayard, 31, 50-51, 53-60, 230

Sartoris, John, 50, 57-58, 60

Sartre, Jean-Paul, 78-79, 85-86, 268

Saussure, Ferdinand de, 29

Schoenberg, Ellen, 116-17

Shegog, Reverend, 43, 106-10, 121

Sheriff’s deputy (“Pantaloon in Black”),
24344

Slatoff, Walter, 3940, 118-19

Smith, Henry Nash, 215

Snopes, Ab, 174-76, 206-7

Snopes, Byron, 53-56

Snopes, Eck, 184

Snopes, Eula Varner. See Varner, Eula.

Snopes, Flem, 61, 169-70, 176-77,
182-211

Snopes, lke, 166, 180-81, 189, 202-6

Snopes, L. O., 177, 182, 184, 194

Snopes, Lump, 174, 185-86

Snopes, Mink, 185, 189, 191, 196, 208

Soldiers' Pay, 18, 59

Sound and the Fury, The, 18-23,
30-32, 34, 42-45, 61, 63-114; and
Absalom, Absalom!, 115-18

Spivak, Gayatri, 33-35

Stamper, Pat, 173-76

Stein, Jean, 63

Stevens, Gavin, 270-73

Sutpen, Henry, 135-37, 143-48, 157,
160

Sutpen, Judith, 15, 140-42

Sutpen, Thomas, 16, 32, 59, 61, 84-85,
122-61; career of, 153-38

Swiggart, Peter, 78, 85

Swink, Helen, 28

277



Index

Talliaferro, Ernest, 45-47, 60
“There Was a Queen,” 56
Todorov, Tzvetan, 60, 64
Tomey's Turl, 220-30

Varner, Eula, 192-94, 198-202

Varner, Jody, 170, 183-85

Varner, Will, 179

Vickery, Olga, 37-38, 64-65, 122, 158,
164-65, 183, 270

278

Waggoner, Hyatt H., 119-20, 183
“Was,” 220-30

Watkins, Floyd C., 38

Weinstein, Arnold, 42, 119-20
Wild Palms, The, 220, 243
Wilkins, George, 232

Wiseman, Eva, 49



