
Contents

Foreword ix

T h e  T e x t  o f  T h e  C o n fid e n c e -M a n  i
T h e  C onfidence-M an  

T ex tual Appendix 
A  N o te  on th e  T ex t 219
T h e  River 221

B a c k g ro u n d s  a n d  S o u rc e s  2 2 5

A nonym ous • Arrest o f th e  C onfidence M an 227
E vert A. D uyckinck • [The N ew  Species of the 

Jeremy Diddler] 227
Anonym ous • T h e  O riginal C onfidence M an  in Tow n.

—A Short C h ap te r on M isplaced C onfidence 228
T . B. T horpe  • T h e  Big Bear of Arkansas 229
N athan ie l H aw thorne • [A Satanic Beggar] 230
N athan ie l H aw thorne • [A Juvenile Salesman] 231
N athan ie l H aw thorne • T h e  Celestial Railroad 232
C harles D ickens • [T he C ity  of Eden] 246
Egbert S. O liver • M elville’s G oneril and  F anny  Kem ble 247
Jam es H all • Ind ian  h a tin g —Some of th e  sources of 

this anim osity.—Brief A ccount of C ol. M oredock 249
M elville and  th e  T ranscendentalists: A Chronology 

M arch 12, 1847, Em erson to  D uyckinck 255
M ay 28, 1847, T horeau  to  D uyckinck 255
July 3, 1847, T horeau  to  D uyckinck 255
July 27, 1847, T horeau  to  D uyckinck 255
July 31,1847, M elville and  D uyckinck 255
O ctober 31, 1848, Lowell on Em erson 255
February 24, 1849, M elville on Em erson 256
M arch 3, 1849, M elville on Em erson 256
Septem ber 22, 1849, Duyckinck on T horeau  258
Spring or Sum m er, 1850, M elville reads W e e k ? 258
July, 1850, M elville reads T h e  Scarlet L e tter  259



vi  •  C o n ten ts

July or A ugust, 1850, M elville reads 
M osses from  an O ld  M anse  239

July or August, 1850, M elville reads 
“T h e  Celestial R ailroad” 260

Septem ber 3-6 , 1850, M elville and the H aw thornes 260
Septem ber 5 or 6, 1850, M elville reads “ Friendship” ? 260 
M arch, 1851, M elville and H aw thorne 261
D ecem ber 2, 1852, M elville and th e  H aw thornes 261
O ctober, 1854, M elville reads abou t W a ld en  261
M arch 22, 1862, o r after, M elville anno tates Em erson 262 

Benjam in Franklin  • [Confidence] 263
P. T . B arnum  • [T he M ystified Barber] 264

R eview s 267

A lbany E ven ing  Journal 269
Philadelphia N o rth  Am erican and  U n ited  S tates G azette  269
N e w  York D ispatch  269
Boston E vening  Transcript 270
London Leader 271
L ondon  Literary G azette , and Journal o f Archceology,

Science, and A rt 271
N ew  Y ork  D ay B ook  275
Burlington Free Press 275
L ondon  Illustrated T im es  275
Berkshire C o u n ty  Eagle  278
C incinnati Enquirer  279

C ritic ism  281

Carl V an  V ech ten  • [The G reat T ranscendental Satire] 283
Jav Leyda • [M elville’s Allegorizing] 284
Sam uel W illis • Private Allegory and  Public 

Allegory in  M elville 285
Leon Howard • T h e  Q uest for C onfidence 286
John W . Shroeder • Sources and  Symbols for

M elville’s C onfidence-M an  298
W atso n  G . Branch • T h e  M u te  as “ M etaphysical 

Scam p” 316
W arn er Berthoff • [Ponderous S tu ttering  in 

C hap te r 5] 319



C o n ten ts  ■ vii

R . W . B. Lewis • [G oneril and th e  M an  w ith Gold 
Sleeve-Buttons: T h e  Prose in C hapters 12 and  7] 320

Elizabeth S. Foster • [M elville’s Revisions of 
C hap ter 14] 321

Hershel Parker • T h e  M etaphysics of Indian-hating  323
M erton  M . Sealts, Jr. • [T he D ialogue in C h ap te r 30] 331
Allen H aym an • [“R eality” in C h ap te r 33] 332
Elizabeth  S. Foster • [Em erson in  T h e  Confidence-M an] 333 
Brian Higgins • M ark  W insom e and  E gbert: “ In  the 

Friendly  Spirit” 339
H arrison H ayford • Poe in T h e  C onfidence-M an  344
H ershel Parker • “T h e  Story of C h in a  Aster” :

A  T en ta tive  E xplication 353
H ow ard C . H orsford ■ Evidence of M elville’s Plans 

for a Sequel to  T h e  C onfidence-M an  3 56

A n A n n o ta te d  B ib lio g rap h y  361

W atso n  G . B ranch • An A nnotated  Bibliography 363


