
CONTENTS

Preface ix
In tro d u c tio n : T h e  P rob lem  of R eality  a n d  th e  New 
R atio n a le  fo r R om ance і

PART i :  T H E  W ASTE LAND AS INSTITUTION 31

x. T h e  G ra il K n igh t A rrives 35
K en Kesey, O ne Flew over the Cuckoo’s N est

2. T h e  F isher K ing  T u rn s  W arden  52 
Stanley E lkin, A B ad M an

3. T h e  G ra il K n igh t Goes to  College 72 
Jo h n  B arth , Giles Goat-Boy

4. T h e  G ra il K n igh t D eparts 94 
Jo sep h  H eller, Catch-22

PA RT 11: T H E  W ASTE LAND AS CONSPIRACY I I 7

5. T h e  Illu sion  an d  th e  Possibility  of Conspiracy 123 
T h o m as Pynchon, V. a n d  T h e  C rying o f L o t 4p

6. C onspiracy from  W ith o u t an d  W ith in  150
Jo h n  Hawkes, T h e  L im e  Tw ig; Stanley E lk in , Bostoell

PA R T  I I I :  FROM  WASTE LAND TO  FABLE LAND 1 8 5

7. O u t of th e  W aste L and  an d  in to  th e  Fire:
Cataclysm  o r th e  Cosm ic Cool 189
K u rt V onnegut, J r ., T h e  Sirens o f T ita n ; M o ther  
N ig h t; Cat’s Cradle; G od Bless Y ou , M r. Rose- 
ivater; Slaughterhouse-Five or T h e  C hildren’s 
Crusade

8. O u t of th e  W aste L and  220 
P e te rS . Beagle, T h e  Last U nicorn

Selected B ib liography  243 
In d ex  253



INDEX

Affirmation, 7, 18, 174-75, 177, 
220; th ro u g h  sym bolic ges­
tu re , 21-22, 47, 70, 72, 79, 80, 
84, 91-92, 96, 113, 172, 180-81, 
204, 207-08, 214; a n d  One 
Flew over th e  Cuckoo’s N est, 
37, 47; and  A  Bad M an, 53, 62, 
66, 69, 70-71; a n d  Giles Goat- 
B oy, 72, 74, 78, 79, 80, 84; and  
Catch-22, 96, 108, 110-11, 113; 
and  V., 138-43; a n d  T h e  L im e  
T w ig ,  163, 171, 172; a n d  Bos­
w ell, 178-79, 180-81; a n d  K urt 
V onnegut, J r . ,  191, 199-200, 
204, 205, 207-08, 214; a n d  T h e  
Last U nicorn, 221-23, 233 

Albee, Edw ard: W h o ’s A fra id  of 
Virgina W oolf?, 4, 70, 146, 
151, 171, 228 

Allegory, 23, 2g, 187; and  O ne  
Flew over th e  Cuckoo's N est, 
48; and  A  Bad M an, 55; and 
Giles Goal-Boy, 75, 85, 88, 89; 
a n d  T h e  Last U nicorn, 223, 
224, 237. See also Fable 

A m erican D ream , 19, 86, 104, 
128; as con tro lling  m etaphor, 
8-10; and  A  B ad M an, 69 

A nnih ila tion , 7, 182; a n d  V.,

124-44 passim; a n d  T h e  Cry­
in g  o f L o t 49, 145, 146, 148; 
and  T h e  L im e  Tw ig , 150, 151, 
163; a n d  exorcism , 182-83; 
a n d  K u rt V onnegut, J r . ,  194,
196-97, 199, 200, 213, 214, 216- 
17; and  T h e  Last U nicom , 
220, 221, 222, 224, 227, 237, 
238. See also D eath  wish

A ntonioni, M ichelangelo: B lo w ­
u p ,  151

B arth , Jo h n , 16, 17, 27, 28, 50; 
T h e  Sot-W eed Factor, 16, 176; 
Giles Goal-Boy, 20, 25, 72-93, 
96, 104, 107, 146. See also Af­
firm ation; Allegory; Black h u ­
m or; C ontrol over m an ’s life; 
E liot, T . S.; Fable; Fact and 
fiction; O edipal them e

B arthclm e, D onald: Snow W hite , 
20, 24

Beagle, P e te r  S., 187, 188; T h e  
Last U nicorn, 23, 220-42; A  
F ine and Private Place, 222, 
226. See also Affirmation; Al­
legory; Black hum or; C ontro l 
over m an ’s life; E lio t, T .  S.; 
Fable; Fact and  fiction

25З



254 I n d e x

Bellow, Saul, 14-15, 95; H ender­
son th e  R a in  K ing , 15, 17; 
Herzog, 15 

B erger, T h om as: L ittle  B ig
M an, 25: R ein h a rt in  Love, 
176

Black hu m o r, 5, 22-23, 26-29, 
182-83, 187, 220-21; and  One 
Flew over th e  Cuckoo's N est, 
46, 49-50; and  A  Bad M an, 
60, 69-71; a n d  Giles Goat-Boy, 
73; a n d  Catch-22, 101-02; and 
conspiracy, 120-21; and  V., 
128, 129, 137; a n d  T h e  Crying 
o f L o t  4P, 145; a n d  T h e  L im e  
Tw ig , 173-74; a n d  th e  iso­
lated  self, 176, 177, 181; and 
Boswell, 179-80, 181; and
b lu rred  fact a n d  fiction, 187- 
88; a n d  K u rt V onnegut, Jr., 
190, 192, 199, 200, 214; and 
T h e  Last U nicorn, 221 

Blechm an, B u rt: T h e  Octopus 
Papers, 25 

Brown, N orm an O.: Life  against 
D eath, 10, 81-83, 8g-go

Call to  action: as them e, 90-91 
Cam pbell, Joseph: T h e  Hero  

w ith  a T hou sa n d  Faces, 18, 
68-69, 76-79 

Cataclysm, 194, 196-97, igg, 200, 
213, 214, 216-17 

C haryn, Jerom e, 154; On th e  
D arkening Green, 114-16; Go­
ing to  Jerusalem , 115 

Chase, R ichard : T h e  Am erican  
N ovel and  I ts  T rad ition , 5, 7, 
9-10, 22 

College N ovel in  A m erica, T h e ,  
92

Com ic-strip characters. See Id en ­
tity

C ontro l over m an ’s life: as lost, 
3-4 . 5. 33. >>5~>6> H 9-20 , 182;

and  T h e  W aste L a n d , 10; and 
com ic-strip characters, 17; and 
th e  fable, 23, 26, 28; and  One 
Flew over th e  Cuckoo’s N est, 
50-51; a n d  A  Bad M an, 64, 
68, 70; a n d  Giles Goat-Boy, 
75> 78- 79- 80, 81, 84-85, 90; 
a n d  Catch-22, 94-95, 96, 99- 
100, 108, 112; a n d  V., 127-28, 
136, 138; a n d  T h e  C rying o f 
L o t  4P, 145; a n d  T h e  L im e  
Tw ig , 150, 154, 155, 164, 169, 
170, 171; a n d  th e  isolated self, 
175-76; a n d  exorcism , 181; 
and  K u rt V onnegut, J r . ,  192- 
96; a n d  T h e  Last Unicorn, 
227-28; and  th e  novel of the 
seventies, 241. See also Mys­
tery of fact

D eath  wish, 85; and  T h e  L im e  
T w ig , 150, 151, 152-53, 154, 
>55> >5б> 161, 162, 163, 165, 
170, 172; and  K u rt V onnegut, 
J r . ,  189, 211. See also A nn ih i­
lation

Decadence: in  th e  tw entie th
century , 133-36, 140, 141, 142,
1 4 3

D eM ott, B enjam in, 3-4 , 127-28, 
>47

Donleavy, J . P.: A  Singular M an, 
5n

D onohue, H . E . F.: T h e  H igher  
A nim als , 92

Dos Passos, Jo h n , 25
Dostoevski, Fyodor: C rime and  

P un ish m en t, 102

E ighteen th-cen tury  novel, 16, 25
E lio t, T .  S.: "T h e  Love Song of 

J . A lfred P rufrock ," 29, 178
— T h e  W aste L a n d ,  10-12, 19, 

20, 29, 115, 152; a n d  O ne Flew  
over th e  Cuckoo’s N est, 35-36,



I n d e x 2 5 5

39, 41, 42, 44, 45, 47; and  A 
Bad M an, 55, 61-63, 64, 66, 69; 
parod ied , 73-74, 79; and  Giles 
Goal-Boy, 73-74, 75, 78, 79, 
85-86; and  Catch-22, 98, 108- 
09, 111-12; a n d  V., 123, 132, 
135, 139; a n d  T h e  Crying o f 
L o t 49, 145-46, 147; and  T h e  
L im e  T w ig ,  154, 155-57, l6 l~ 
62, 163, 171-72, 173; and  Bos­
w ell, 177-78; a n d  K u rt V on­
negut, J r . ,  200-01, 204-05, 207, 
213; a n d  T h e  Last Unicorn, 
224, 228, 229, 230-31, 239

Elkin, Stanley, 16, 17, 27, 28, 50, 
197, 204, 221, 240; A  Bad 
M an, 4-5 , 21, 53-71, 72-73, 86, 
96, 97, 107, 111, 171; Boswell, 
16, 17, 175-81. See also Af­
firm ation; Allegory; Am erican 
Dream ; Black hum or; Control 
over m an ’s life; E lio t, T .  S.; 
Fable; Fact a n d  fiction; Iso­
la ted  self; V ictim s a n d  v ic­
tim  izers

Ellison, R a lp h , 14, 95; Invisib le  
Alan, 17, 18, 67-68, 148-49

E squire, 120
E xistentialism , 7, 18-19, 68; l it­

e rary  uses of, 13-15, 22; as 
resolution , 14

Exorcism: as act o f love, 4, 70, 
171, 187; a n d  th e  fable, 26, 
182-83; a n d  T h e  Crying of 
L o t 49, 146; a n d  contro l over 
m an 's  life , 181; a n d  a n n ih ila ­
tion, 182-83; and  K u rt Vonne­
gu t, Jr., 189, 212-13

Fable, 22-26, 28, 29, 143-44, *74— 
75, 182-83, 187; and  control 
over m an ’s life, 23, 26, 28; and 
b lu rred  fact a n d  fiction, 23- 
26, 187-88; as exorcism , 26, 
182-83; a n d  O ne Flew  over

th e  Cuckoo's N est, 48; and  A 
B ad M an, 71; a n d  Giles Goat- 
Boy, 88, 89; and  Catch-22, 
114; and  V., 143-44; and  T h e  
L im e  Tw ig , 173-75; and  Bos­
w ell, 180, 181; as act o f love, 
182-83, 233, 238; a n d  K u rt 
V onnegut, J r . ,  189-90, 191, 
197, 199, 205-06, 212-13, 214, 
219; and  T h e  Last U nicom , 
220-21, 223, 233, 237, 238, 240 

Fact and  fiction: b lu rr in g  of, 
1-3, 18, 21, 33, 174-75. >7<>-77. 
221, 237, 240; a n d  o rd inary  
experience, 4-5, 52; a n d  R o­
m ance, 5-6 , 8; and  T h e  Waste 
La n d , 10; and  th e  fable, 23- 
26, 187-88; and  O ne Flew  
over th e  Cuckoo’s N est, 48, 
51; and  A  B ad M an, 59, 60-61, 
71; and  Giles Goat-Boy, 88- 
89; a n d  Catch-22, 96, 100-01, 
102; a n d  V., 136, 137, 138; and 
T h e  L im e  Tw ig , 154, 174-75; 
and  Boswell, 176-77; and 
black  hum or, 187-88; and 
K u rt V onnegut, J r . ,  ig i-9 2 ,
197-98, 213; a n d  T h e  Last 
U nicom , 221, 237. See also 
M ystery o f  fact 

Farina, R ichard : Been D ow n So 
L o n g  I t  Looks L ik e  U p to M e,
92

Fiedler, Leslie, 152, 172; W aiting  
fo r  th e  E n d , 93 

Fifties, novel o f th e , 7, 14-15, 
17-20, 22, 28, 58, 67-68, 95, 
148-49

Fitzgerald, F. Scott: T h e  Great 
Gatsby, 10

H assan, Ihab : R adica l In n o ­
cence, 6, 13-14, 19 

Hawkes, Jo h n , 47, 175, 176, 178, 
181, 194, 197, 221, 224, 237;



2 5 б In d e x

Hawkes, Jo h n  (continued)
T h e  L im e  T w ig ,  150-75, 187. 
See also Affirmation; A nn ih i­
la tio n ; Black hum or; Control 
over m an 's life; D eath  wish; 
E lio t T . S.; Fable; Fact and 
fiction; V ictim s a n d  victim ­
iz e s ;  Violence

H aw thorne, N ath an ie l, 49; and 
Rom ance, 5; T h e  Scarlet L e t­
ter, 177

H eller, Joseph, 154, 165, 197, 204, 
221; Catch-22, 28, 86, 94-114, 
142. See also Affirmation; 
Black h u m o r; C ontro l over 
m an ’s  life; E lio t, T .  S.; Fable; 
Fact a n d  fiction; In an im ate  
m an; M ystery o f fact; Victims 
a n d  victim izers

Hoffm an, D aniel: Form  and  Fa­
ble in  A m erican F iction, 8

Iden tity : as lite rary  them e, 15- 
17; search for, 15, 127, 178-79; 
and  com ic-strip characters, 17, 
49, 60

In an im ate  m an , 85, 120; and 
Catch-22, 96, 105-07, 108; and  
V ;  »33- 34 - »35 - 1 3 9 . »4 ° .  »4 ». 
142

Isolated  self, 175-77; and  con­
tro l over m a n ’s life , 175-76; 
a n d  black h u m o r, 176, 177, 
181; a n d  B osw ell, 177-81

Jam es, H enry: a n d  R om ance, 5
Jones, LeRoi, 241
Journey : as lite rary  device, 15, 

76
Joyce, Jam es, 25

Kafka, Franz: T h e  Tria l, 63
Kesey, Ken, 17, 204; O ne Flew  

over th e  Cuckoo’s N est, 15, 
35- 5 ». 52 .  55 - б 2 - 7 °> 9 ». 96 -

107, 171, 182; Som etim es a 
Great N o tio n , 90-91. See also 
A ffirmation; Allegory; Black 
h u m o r; C ontro l over m an's 
life; E lio t, T .  S.; Fable; Fact 
a n d  fiction; R om ance 

Kiely, Benedict, 223П 
King, L arry  L . (reviewer), 187- 

88
K lein , M arcus: A fte r  A liena tion , 

1n

Lewis, R . W . B-: a n d  th e  p a t­
te rn  o f w ithd raw al a n d  re­
tu rn , 17-18 

Lyons, Jo h n  O.: T h e  College 
N ovel in  A m erica , 92

M cC arthy, Joseph, 101, 136 
M ailer, N orm an, 14, 188; M iam i 

and  th e  Siege o f Chicago, 240 
M alam ud, B ernard , 14-15; T h e  

N atura l, 15; T h e  Assistant, 
20; A N ew  L ife ,  20, 92 

Melville, H erm an , 177; M oby  
D ick, 19-20, 40, 195 

M iller, H enry , 20, 21 
M ystery of fact, 3-4 , 5, 50-51, 

90, 161, 165, 174; a n d  Catch- 
22, 96; a n d  V., 124-25, 127-28, 
»36- »З?! a i|d  T h e  C rying of 
L o t 49, 147; a n d  K u rt V on­
n egu t, J r . ,  їд і .  See also C on­
tro l over m a n ’s life; F ac t and  
fiction

N eugeboren, Jay , 17; Listen  
R u b en  F ontanez, 152

O ates, Joyce Carol: E xpensive  
People, 2 n 

O ed ipal them e: and  Giles Goat- 
B oy, 84-85; a n d  T h e  Crying 
o f L o t  49, 146



In dex 2 5 7

Percy, W alker: T h e  M oviegoer, 
5n , 176; T h e  Last G entlem an, 
176

Poirier, R ichard , 73n, 125, 147 
Pynchon, T hom as, 7, 27, 28, 50, 

108, 150, 151, 161, 163, 169, 
177, 178, 181, 190, 194, 197, 
221, 224, 237, 238, 240; V., 15, 
20, 23, 86, 90, 96, 123-44, 145, 
154, 187, 199, 200, 213; T h e  
Crying o f L o t 49, 21, 144-49, 
181. See also Affirmation; A n­
n ih ila tion ; Black hum or; C on­
tro l over m an 's life; E liot, 
T . S.; Fable; Fact a n d  fiction; 
In an im ate  m an; Mystery of 
fact; O ed ipal them e

R aglan, L ord , 76 
R eed, Ishm ael, 16 
Reich, C harles, 147 
Reston, Jam es, 119-20 
R evelation, w aiting  for, 146-49 
Rom ance: trad itio n a l a n d  con­

tem porary  uses of, 5-10, 12, 
22; a n d  O ne Flew  over the 
Cuckoo's N est, 48-50 

Roszak, T h eo d o re , 147 
R o th , P h ilip , 2, 60 
R ovit, Earl: T h e  P layer K ing, 

16-17, 176 
Russell, R ich ard  (U.S. Senator), 

216

Salinger, J . D.: T h e  Catcher in  
th e  R ye , 33 

Scholes, R obert: T h e  Tabula­
tors, 23, 26-27, 28 

Science fiction: a n d  K u rt Von­
n egu t, J r . ,  193 

Seventies, novel o f  th e , 10m , 
232, 239-41; and  con tro l over 
m an ’s life, 241 

Sex: as lite rary  device, 20-21;

parod ied , 82; abuse of, 129, 
>32-33

Shakespeare, W illiam : A ntony  
and  Cleopatra, 21; T itu s  An- 
dronicus, 27 

Shetzline, David: DeFord, 151— 
53

Solitude. See Isolated self 
S outhern , T erry : T h e  M agic 

C hristian, 5П 
Spacks, B arry: T h e  Sophom ore, 

92
Styron, W illiam , 14, 95; Set T h is  

H ouse on Fire, 17; L ie  Down 
in  Darkness, 177 

Swift, Jo n a th an , 26-27, 28, 182, 
192

Symbolic gesture. See Affirma­
tion

Victim s and  victimizers, 115; and  
A Bad M an, 56; and  Catch-22, 
103-04; and  T h e  L im e  Tw ig, 
151, 154, 161, 164, 165-72; and  
Boswell, 181 

Violence: as resolution, 47; as 
p roof o f hum an ity , 52, 70; and  
T h e  L im e  T w ig , 163, 171 

Voltaire, 26-27
V onnegut, K urt, J r . ,  15-16, 27, 

28, 50, 187, 188, 189-219, 224, 
237, 238, 240; G od Bless You, 
M r. Rosewater, 5n, 19-20, 25, 
193, 198, 200, 205-08, 211, 214, 
215, 217-18, 219; M other
N ig h t, 25, 183, 193, 196, 197, 
200, 208-12, 214, 216; Slaugh­
terhouse-Five, 189, 190, 192, 
>93- 94. >96. >97- 99. 200, 203- 
04, 212-14, 216, 217, 219; Cat's 
Cradle, 190, 193, 194, 195, 196, 
198, 200, 201-02, 204-05, 215, 
217, 218-19, 221, 222; T h e  Si­
rens o f T ita n ,  193, 201, 205. 
See also Affirmation; A nnihi-



2 5 8 In d e x

V onnegut, K urt, J r .  (continued) 
lation ; Black h u m o r; C ontrol 
over m an ’s life; D eath  wish; 
E liot, T .  S.; Exorcism ; Fable; 
F ac t a n d  fiction; M ystery of 
fact

W aitin g  fo r revelation, 146-49 
W aste L a n d , T h e . See EÍiot, 

T .  S.
W hitm an , W alt: "Song of M y­

self,” 67 
W ordsw orth, W illiam , 82


