Contents

Preface  ix
Acknowledgments  xv

1
Negotiated Homelands:
The States of Feminist Reading 1

2
Negotiation Our Text:
The Search for Accommodations in Edith Wharton’s
The House of Mirth 27

3
Our Confounded Identities:

Negotiating Audience in Zora Neale Hurston’s
Their Eyes Were Watching God 46

4
The Character of Her Writing:
Eudora Welty’s The Optimist’s Daughter and the
Stories of Feminist Criticism 67

5
Sifting through Bags and Bones:
Practical Negotiations in Toni Morrison’s
Song of Solomon 85

vii



Contents

6
Negotiated Motherhood:
Contradictory Leanings in Marge Piercy’s
Woman on the Edge of Time 105

Epilogue
Riparian Corridors and Other Progressive Middles:
New Directions for Feminist Criticism? 127

Notes 131

Index 145



Index

abortion, 114-16

adoption, 106-26

accommodation: and criticism, 81; and
Fannie Lou Hamer, 9o; and fault, 30; in
feminist negotiation, x, 8—9; in Hurston,
46-66; and progress, 67, 93; and resis-
tance, 6, 49, 92; in Wharton, 27—-45;in
women’s Writing, 3—4, 24

actual and possible worlds: in Hurston, 62;
in Morrison, 95, 104; in Piercy, 113—-26;in
Welty, 71, 83; in Wharton, 29—45. See also
this-world and other-world

Addelson, Kathryn Pyne, 111

adjudication, poetics of, 54

affirmative deconstruction, 8, 43. See also
deconstruction

African-American: critics, 87; feminist
theory, 111; history, 111; letters, 49, 59;
literary negotiations, 523 women'’s texts,
See also feminist criticism; women writers

age, 10§

Alarcon, Norma, La Malinche myth, 116

Allen, Paula Gunn, 123

American: defined, xiii; soul, 94; studies, 47

Ammons, Elizabeth, 29

ancestress, 8

annexing: as negotiating work, 21; in
Wharton 36, 38

anxiety of audience, 46—47, 65

Anzaldua, Gloria, x, xii, 3, 128; “La con-
ciencia de la mestiza,” 14, 15, 20, 81

Apollo, 53

architecture: in Wharton, 31—-32

Arkansas, 20

Artemis, 53

assemblage: as negotiating work, x, 15;in
Welty, 78; in Wharton, 43

assimilation/resistance binary, 86

Atlantic slave trade in 1808, 61

audience, 22; black and white female, 46-66;
differences in, 4647, 53—55; overlap, 55.
See also differences

autobiography: author’s, 16—20; Hurston’s,

46—51; Welty’s, 67. See also Dust Tracks
on a Road; One Writer’s Beginnings

Awkward, Michael, Negotiating Differences,
xiil, 47, 65

bag: Pilate’s, 93, 94, 102~—4; as political and
narrative trope, 22, 25, 87

balance: and movement, 100; and negotia-
tion, ix, 29, 118; question of, 31. See also
imbalance

Baltimore, 49

Bammer, Angelika, 107

Bauman, Raquel Portillo, 108

Bazin, Nancy Topping, 29

Beaty, Robin, 29

Berlant, Lauren, xiii

Berry, Walter, 37, 38

between, working, xi; black women writers,
96—97; cultures, 16—20; in feminist texts,
23—24; fields and authorities, xiii, 13 in
Hurston, 46—66; plots, 106—26; positions,
67; stories, 78; values, 64; in Wharton, 31~
45. See also in-between

Biafran War, 17

binaries: feminist use of, 70; scrambled, 119

biracial women’s discourse, in Hurston,
51=66

bisexuality, 16, 21; and epistemology, 69—-87;
Lily’s, 39, 69, 84

black: American migration, 48, 85; English,
90; female subjectivity, 54; folk experience,
15, 92; middle class, 87 -88; theory, xii;
women privileged in Hurston, 48, 51, 65—-65

blackness: preferred by Hamer, 9o; problema-
tized in Hurston, 51, 57— 58; problematized
in Morrison, 100—-101

blacks, as undecidable sign, 56

black /white divide, 3, 101

Boaz, Franz, 49

body: female, 41-45,77-79,95-97, 106~
26; maternal as agent, 123

borders and boundaries, 7—8, 15, 21, 36, 77,
91; against glorifying, 128



borrowing: and feminist criticism, 65; as ne-
gotiating strategy, 8, 63, 68, 90

both/and/yet logic, 84

bricoleur, 84, 93

bridging: as device in Hurston, 62; La Ma-
linche as, 1115 in Welty, 69, 74; in Whar-
ton, 34—35, 37—38; words as, 107-8

broker, 58

Bronté, Charlotte, 42

“brooder,” 106, 108

Butler, Judith, xiii, 76, 84

canon: female, x; in feminist criticism, 71

centers, negotiated, 63, 66, 86, 127—28

Certeau, Michael de, xii

Chicana, 107, 110

Chinese box effect, 72, 76

choice: in feminism, 3, 6, 7, 9; in negotiation,
x, 88; Pilate’s, 103; in Welty, 76, 78; in
Wharton, 33—34, 39. See also friendship

Christian doctrine: turned inside out, 99

civil rights movement, 2, 68, 89—91, 86—87

Civil War, 6o

class consciousness: among slaves, 61

closed negotiations, 36. See also negotiation

coalition: as feminist desire, 37; Lily’s desire
for, 39, 43; noisy, xi; in relation to-differ-
ence, 47; for spacial gain, 30

Cohen, C. B., 102

Collins, Patricia Hill: “The Social Construc-
tion of Black Feminist Thought,” 86, 91, 96

colonialism, 8, 23; in Nigeria, 16-20

Columbia, 49

common concerns, 88, 99— 1003 features
of novels, z1; feminist model, 2o

compromise, xii, 1-2, 13, 19; and Fannie
Lou Hamer, 88, 89; and Hurston, 50, 58;
and Lily, 36; question of, 67 and Wharton,
29,43-44

consciousness raising, ix

Constitution, 88

containment: beyond, 37; as a critical, politi-
cal model, xii, 1

containment/subversion binary, and over-
determination of feminist interpretation,
27-28

contracts: exchange, 34; marriage and so-
rority as the same, 39—40; in Wharton,
31-37. See also trade

contradiction: and plot, 105-26; in femi-
nism, 8, 70, 125—26; in thinking, 97; as
writing strategy, 70

corridor, 42, 53, 54, 60; riparian, 127-30;
textual, 60, 121, 122. See also threshold

Cortez, Hernando, 110, 124

critical fictions, ix, 2

crone, 74

cross-addressing, 66. See also audience

crossing: and Janie, 60-66; class and race,
72; criticisms, 1, 12.8; disciplines, xii; of
gendered fields and parental legacies, 71—
87; identities, 83; loyalties, 21; metaphors,
83; and negotiation, x; plots, 106—26; re-
sources, 2.4

cultural: carrier, 9o—91; centers negotiated,
53, 55; signs negotiated, 60, 63—64

culture: high and low, 50; mixed context, 52

cyborg, 12021

cynicism, question of, 20

Cypess, Sandra Messinger, 110

Daumer, Elisabeth, “Queer Ethics,” 16, 20,
69

danger in negotiation, xiii, 4, 13, 17-18, 65,
r12-13; for black female feminists, 47; for
Lily Bart, 27, 32—33. See also negotiation

Davis, Angela, 116, 119; “Outcast Mothers
and Surrogares,” 111, 114

debate: noisy, 120, 122. See also coalition

debts, 21; feminist, 66, 72, 106; narrative,
107-26

Decatur High School, 18

deconstruction, 5—6, 8—9, 12, 14, 20

deconstructive feminism, 2.1

Democratic Convention, 88—89

Derrida, Jacques, 9, 47, 123

dialectal mix, 89—90

dialogics: and middle positions, 70—87; and
negotiation, §, 64

dialogue, 14, 89, 101, 125

difference(s): accommodated, 39; altered, 55;
and commonalities, 43, 69, 86; and femi-
nism, xi, §, 20—21, 27; as mediated, 79;
and mothering, 118—26; as negotiation, 2,
65, 71; among women, 41—45, 46—47. See
also anxiety of audience; feminist criticism;
negotiation

Dimock, Wai-Chee, 28

diplomacy, 15-16, 25. See also shuttle

discursive adjudication, 56

Dixon, Roslyn, 29

domestic: fiction, 33 - 34; legacy, 71; novelist,
28; plot, 31; slave trade, 61

domination, beyond, 64. See also opposi-
tion(s), beyond

doorway: bisexuality as, 69; as trope for
black opportunity, 9o; in Welty, 77; in
Wharton, 29. See also corridor; threshold

doppelganger, 15, 18

double-agent, 6



double alliance: as negotiating position, 15

“double crossing,” 83. See also crossing

double stance, toward gender, 98

“double step,” 10

double vision, 125

Douglass, Frederick, 49

dream motif: in Piercy, 122; in Welty, 82-83;
in Wharton, 43—45

Du Bois, W. E. B., 53

Easley, South Carolina, 18

either/or dichotomy, 90, 107

Eku, Nigeria, 18

epistemology: 7—8, 24—25; and bisexuality,
69—84; black women’s, 86-87, 90-971;
of in-between, 78—81; and migration,
60, 64; and mothering, 106-26; Pilate
Dead’s, 91—104. See also negotiation,
and epistemology

equality: as feminist goal, x; question of, 13,
78, 89, 98, 101

Erdrich, Louise, Tracks, 129

essential(s): feminine, 108; question of, xii,
34, 68, 81,95, 117, 119. See also identity

ethical reasoning: in feminism, 8, 16. See also
negotiation, and epistemology

experience, women’s, ix, x

Fabre, Genevieve, 92

fairy tale: in Welty, 82—84. See also negotia-
tion, and myths of gender

family model and criticism, 68, 79, 81

father/daughter negotiation, 74-76

“fathers™ and “mothers,” ix; academic and
cultural, 68-84

faults, judiciously used, 43

female: agency, 120; friendship, new model in
Wharton, 41-45

femininity: openness to time travel, To5-26;
as resource, 83—84. See also danger

feminist criticism, American, xii—xiii, §1, 67—
68, 70—71, 105; and anxiety of audience,
46-47; befriending Lily, 44; black and
white women in, 46—66; Connie Ramos as
emblem for, 106—126; dialogical, xiii; dif-
ferences in, x, xi, 3, §—6, 20— 21, 4T—45,
47; imbalance in, 47; Laurel Hand as em-
blem for, 71-87; likeness in method, 3,
20-21; Lily Bart as emblem for, 29—45;
New Age, 105; in the 1980s, ix; Phoeby
and Janie as emblems for, 46-66; Pilate
Dead as emblem for, 91— r104; plots of, 2,
4; stages Of) ix—x, 4-5,20, 33, 46—47, 68,
70, 128; uniqueness of, 2

feminist ethics, x, 7-8

feminist fiction, xiii; negotiating plots in, 24—
25, 56. See also women’s writing

feminist-gender criticism, 84

feminist panels, x, 65

feminist theory: and actual life, ix, 7, 8, 11,
1§—16,16—20,47, 68, 110, 127-30; and
audience, 66; rise of, x

feminist writers, 21. See also feminist fiction;
women writers

Fetterley, Judith, The Resisting Reader, >

fictive and actual worlds, 2. See also actual
and possible worlds; this-world and other-
world

Finke, Laurie, xii

Firestone, Shulamith, 109

Flieger, Jerry Aline, 3, 5, 10, 13

Florida, 62; Eatonville, 61-62

folkrale, 48, 49; as mediated, 63

food/text: trope in Hurston, 49, 54, 59

forked tongue: in feminism, 21

Foucault, Michael, 48

frame narrative: in Hurston, 48-66

friendship: and difference, 43; and Hurston,
50—66; black and white female as devel-
oped in Welty, 72; as Lily’s choice, 33, 36;
male and female as developed in Wharton,
31—45; Wharton’s, 37-38

Fuss, Diane, 114

Gates, Henry Louis, 51, 129

gender: criticism, 84; division, 30, 33-35,
38, s50—51; negotiated in Welty, 71-84;
positions negotiated, 50-51,97, 107-26

generosity, 20; and feminist negotiation, 13;
in Anzaldua, 15—16; as feature of feminist
fiction, 2.4, 25; in Hurston, 59—60; in Mor-
rison, 91—104; in Welty, 71—=72; in Whar-
ton, 30, 37, 40

Genovese, Eugene, 61

Gilligan, Carol, Iz a Different Voice, 108—9

giving away, question of, 96

giving up, question of, 3, 8-9, 19, 24-25,
35-36, 44,99

go-between, xii, 4, 6, 12, 13; as agent of ne-
gotiating narratives, 24, 25, 74; and bi-
sexuality, 16; maneuvers, 20—22; Phoeby
as, 57—60; subjects, 23. See also intermedi-
ary; negotiating, character

Goodman, Susan, 29, 44

grafting: of audiences in Hurston, 47-66; of
identities and landscapes in Wharton, 27,
42, 44; as negotiating work, xii, 21, 22

Great Migration, 56, 62, 64

Greek, 17

gynocriticism, xiii, 78



Hamer, Fannie Lou: 86, 92, 102; and negoti-
ating logic, 87—91; and negotiating rheto-
ric, 89-91

Haraway, Donna, xii, 11, 120, 125

Harding, Sandra, 47

Harlem Renaissance, 49, 5o

Harlem Renaissance, reception in, 52, 54

Hawkesworth, Mary, 87

hearing: in Hurston, §52-60; in Piercy,
107-26

“hearts of knowledge,” 128

Hemenway, Robert, 49, 55, 72

Henderson, Mae Gwendolyn, “Speaking in
Tongues,” 86, 91, 96-97

heterosexuality: and homosexuality, 69; non-
sexist, 31; refigured, 42. See also friendship

heterosexual romance, in Wharton, 28— 45

hinge, as sign of negotiation, 92

home: for African-American letters, 65; and
feminism, x; in personal autobiography,
16=20

hooks, bell, x, 14, 15; 68 128; negotiating
theory, 47-48

Howard University, 49

Hughes, Langston, 5o, 53

humor and narrative negotiation, 74-75

Hurst, Fannie, 53, 57

Hurston, John, 49

Hurston, Zora Neale, xiii, 46—66; Dust
Tracks on the Road, 48— 49; father, 50, 723
her hearing, 54, 57; Janie, 4, 22, 25, 46~
66, 105; personal negotiations, 3, 10, 21,
25, 49-51, 56; Phoeby, 22, 25, 46—

56; Their Eyes Were Watching God, 85
hybridity, xii, 4, 48; in Hurston, 52, 54
hyperbole: negotiating strategy in Hurston,

48; strategy in Welty, 71, 73, 76
hyphen, 64

identifications, xi; differences and similarities
berween, 2.4; negotiating, 40; overlap in
Hurston, 51, 64. See also between

identity: and Hurston, 51, §8, 65; black,
1o1~-2;in dialogue, 39, 89, 103, 130; con-
tradictions in, 67; daughter’s, 73, 84; femi-
nist, xiii; future, 117-26; inessential, 81;
midlife, 68—87; politics, xiii, 5, 54; ques-
tioned, ro3; white, xii

images of women, x

imaginary landscape, 6-7, 11, 16. See also
space

imbalance: berween black and white (femi-
nists), 46—66. See also feminist criticism

impurity and feminist negotiation, xi, xii, 10,

11,21, 23, 70, 128-29; of colonialism, 20;
and reasoning, 93. See also purity

in-between, 46; bid for, 129; character, 71—
87; dynamics of, 76; epistemology of, 79—
80; position, 70; revision of daughter as,
80; text, §5. See also between; negotiation,
and epistemology

independence, question of, 57-58

India, 8, 9

inset narrative: in Hurston, s1-66; in Welry,
76

inside/outside, ix, xi, 2, 3, 1516, 21, 84,
105; as condition of black feminist thought,
86; and feminist mediation, 16; in Morri-
son, 92—93; in Piercy, 123; in Welty, 74; in
Wharton, 31-32,36-37,38—40, 43

“insidership,” 104, 105

intercessionist, 99— roo. See also inter-
mediary

intermediary: La Malinche, 1105 Laurel as,
72; Pilate as, 85— 104. See also middle,
woman

interpretive communities, negotiating, 87

Irigaray, Luce, 95, 97

irony, question of, 9, 12, 15, 18; in Wharton,
30, 34,38

Jacobs, Harriet, 12
James, Henry, xiv
Jameson, Frederic, 48

Kansas, 61
Kaplan, Amy, 29, 31
King, Martin Luther, Jr., 2, 86—87, 90, 97

lady authorship, and Edith Wharton, 27, 34,

42

La Malinche, 110, 124-25

language: changed in speech, 52—66; con-
struction in, x; mother’s and father’s, 78.
See also women and language

law, not deterministic, 76

lead: female, 21-24, 67, 94; bell hooks as,
47; potential for male, 129

leaning, as figure for negotiarion in Piercy,
106—26

leaving, question of, 89—-90, 103—4

lecriture feminine, 77

Le Guin, Ursula, “The Carrier Bag Theory of
Fiction,” 22

lesbian, 2, 14—16, 21, 105; as opposite of
heterosexual, 69

lexicon, American feminist, 70. See also femi-

nist criticism




liberal pluralism, and containing center, 91

liminality, 2, 39, §9, 94, 102, 124. See also
threshold

limits: and feminist writing, 4—5, 9, 22; and
negotiation, x; progress within, xiii

Lionnet, Frangoise, 48, 52

listener, in narrative, 51—60. See also
narratee

little man and little woman, 51; as secondary,
553 as shifting politics, 56, 58-59

Locke, Alain, 53

MacKinnon, Catharine, “Reflections on Sex
Equality under Law,” 1o9—12, 114-15

Malcolm X, 86-87,97

male: birth parent, 110, 118-19; discourses,
47; feminists, 66;

male literary power, 68; theorists, xi, 8-9;
values, question of, 51

Mammy, 58

margin, as a feminist model, ix, 4, 12, 68, 71

marriage, in Wharton, 30-45. See also het-
erosexual romance

Mascia-Lees, F. E., 102

masculinist strategies, use of, 63, 73, 74—-75.
See also male

Mason, Mrs. R. Osgood, 50, 53, 55—57, 63,
72

maternal: costs, 109; imagery, 31, 41—45;
labor forced, 112-16; thinking, 7-8,
109—26

Martapoisetts, 106

mediating character, 73, 74, 92; as active, 59,
81, 83, 111; of the past, 107. See also
middle, woman

Meese, Elizabeth, x, 3, 5, 128; (Ex)tensions:
Re-figuring Feminist Criticism 5, 6, 7, 8,
10, I1,12,13,21,65,68

memory, 106=26

Menkel-Meadow, Carrie, xi

mestiza, 14—16,81, 110

metaphor(s), 83, 114, 124; reopened, 118—
19,124

methodology, xiii; and feminist criticism, 46

Mexican/American, xii, 14—15

Mexico, 15

middle: and epistemology, 81; and feminism,
126—30; player, 69; position and language,
79; question of agency in, 28, 70, 72, 74,
110; woman, 68—84. See also intermedi-
ary; mediating character

middle passage story, 61

middle way: in black women’s texts, 47; in
Wharton, 28, 38, 45

midlife, 68—84, 128. See also middle, woman

migration: and agency, 61; black, 58, 59-60,
85; as sign of negotiation, 64; and textual
production, 60-66

migratory text, 53—60

Miller, Nancy K., x, xi, 5, 6,7, 8, 12, 23, 86

Millet, Kate, Sexual Politics, 68

mis en abime, 72

Mississippi Freedom Democratic party, 88

mistakes, Pilate’s, 102—3

money, 22; and Janie, 63; and Lily, 29-30

Mora, Pat: Nepantla: Essays from the Land
in the Middle, 68

Morrison, Toni, xiii; Pilate Dead (Song of
Solomon), 21, 22, 25, 85— 104, 105

mother: as sign, 106—26

mother/daughter negotiation, 7681

motherhood, 107

mothering, 23; biological, 106 -26; debates
on, 68, 106—26; forced, 109-16; language
of, 106—26; Pilate on, 98-99; “play,” 111;
sign of care, 116—20;silenced, 112, 114

mother’s: double legacy, 76-81; writing,
7781

The Mount, 31

movement, xi, 94; and black politics, 90—91;
between positions, xii, §—6, 16—20, 30; as
fictive/political device in Hurston, 52—53,
56, 60, 65; and in-between locations, 75—
76; Lily Bart’s, 32— 44; and negotiation, xi,
12, 14;in Piercy, 121-26; Pilate’s, 93, 100;
in textual production, 49—66; and think-
ing, 86, 100; in Wharton, 28, 42, 44. See
also migration, black; oscillation

mulatto: agency in, 63; in Hurston, 48-66;
and mediation, 60

multiple attachments and commitments, 27—
28, 30, 36, 37, 70, 101, 117. See also sides

naming, 1o, 16—20, 84, 100, 130

narratee, 55

narrative and political openings, in Wharton,
36—37, 45, 69, 77. See also threshold

narrative relay, 12

Native American: influence in Piercy, 119~
20,129

“native” position, 19

navel, Pilate’s, 95

Nazis, 9

negotiating: character, 92; history, 62—-66;
identities, 40; narrative, 61; plot, 107-26;
positions, 107; reason, 3 §; subjectivity, 853
with violence, 9—10, 60-61, 106—26. See
also negotiation



negotiation: and autobiography, 1620, 46—
51; berween black and white female femi-
nists, 46—66; and blackness, ro1-2; black
political, 2, 61; dailiness of, 22, 90-91, 97;
definitions of, x—xii, xiii, 3, 13—14, 16;
and economics, 88 -89; emergence of, xi;
and epistemology, 7-8, 11, 13, 16, 24-25,
60, 69-84, 86—104; Fannie Lou Hamer as
model for, 86—91; of gender and sexuality
in Welty, 71—-87; of gender in Morrison,
97; internal and external, xi, 7, 10, 12,
16-20, 25, 85, 94, 122—23; as interpretive
model, 1—2, 8; legal, xi; moderation of, 11,
47; as movement, 6, §5; and myths of gen-
der, 69—87; as narrative, 22—26; open-
endedness of, xii, xiv, 23-24, 36, 60, 108,
121; and race, 47-66, 86—91; as sign, 46;
of sorority and marriage in Wharton, 31-
45; topology of, 24—26; traditional, 29,
32-36, 38; within feminism and between
critical schools, 6. See also movement

“negotiation our text,” 27, 29

“Negrotarians,” 56

New Age, 106

New Woman, and social work, 30, 33, 42

New York, 30

Nietzsche, Friedrich, ¢

Nigeria, 17, 18, 127; as British colony, 20

Ogbomosho, Nigeria, 16, 19

O’Grady, Lorraine, 52

Oklahoma, 61

Old Woman, 33

Olsen, Tillie, 106, 109

openness: danger in, 112~-13. See also danger
in negotiation

oppositional: model of negotiation, xi-xii;
politics, 1. See also opposition(s)

opposition(s): beyond, 3, 14—-15, 21, 33, 44,
46, 59; as determinative in feminist criti-
cism, 28—29; indifference of, 31, 35;in
narrative, 23; productive relations with, 2,
37,44, 67,71, 85,91,93

optimism, xii; in feminist criticism, 87, 127-
28; in Welty, 75-87

oral transmission, 46-66, 96

originality, ideology of, 58

oscillation, 8, 14, 15; authorial, 2 5; feminist
critics’, 68; and Lily Bart, 32—33, 38; as
plotting device, 24, 28, 64, 76; as politics,
49, 89; and reason, 99; as swapping, 64.
See also movement; negotiation

Ostriker, Alicia, 2

othering, xi, 70; question of, 63

otherness within, 12, 16, 18-20, 43, 51, 86.
See also difference

other(s): 47, 81, 89-90; Americans, 89; audi-
ences, 54, 64, 96, 102, 104; Women, 10,
24, 106; women’s labor, 78-79, 111

overlap: as constituting fictive and critical
negotiations, 21, 28, 31, 62, 123—-26; in
feminist theory, 111; umbilicus as figure of,
95-96

Parker, Alice, 65

“peculiar affirmation,” 75

“P‘-'r'“ 117

peripatetic characters, 28, 37, 38, 52, 55, 60,
75, 8o

Persephone, 74

personal and political, in feminism, 8

Phoenicians, 53

Piercy, Marge, 10; “leads,” 21; Connie Ra-
mos (Woman on the Edge of Time), 23, 25,
125=-26

placenta, textual, 9 5-96. See also navel;
umbilicus

plot: domestic and resistant, 31; female, 35,
453 lateral and oscillating rather than verti-
cal and linear, 24, 28, 64; marriage, 38;
Piercy’s, 105-26. See also oscillation;
movement

porch: and narrative desire, 64; as negotiat-
ing space, 48—66

possible past, 107, 121

postcolonial, 21

postmodernism, xiii, 14, 52

poststructuralism, 10, 118

power, transformative, 120-26

power relations, xi, 9, 68; and Fannie Lou
Hamer, 89—91;in Hurston, 5556, 59,
62, 63; negotiated in Welty, 76-77;in
Piercy, 114; shifting, 4, 12, 14—15, 24, 42,
119; in Wharton 33, 42

private ownership, 119; of identity, 102

privilege and negotiation, 8—9, 16-20

production of (female) self, 16, 46, 60. See
also self-making

purity, 4, 44, 52, 54, 65, 81, 91; Hamer’s ar-
gument against, 90, See also impurity

queer, 14—15, 19—20
Queer Theory, xiii

race: against essentializing, 65; revised, 119
race, class, gender, 5

racialized subjectivity, 47

Radhakrishnan, R., 111



Reagon, Bernice Johnson, 9o, 96

realism: literary, 110; and romanticism nego-
tiated in Wharton, 39—45

Reconstruction, 62, 85

recycling, 13, 59, 92, 118, 119—20; narrative
in Welty, 71. See also revision

relay, critical, 60, 104; as figure for negotia-
tion, 94, 98

reproduction, 107

resistance, x—xi; and accommodation or con-
nection, 21, 31, 92. See also accom-
modation

“resting” and negotiation, 9

revision: in Welty, 71, 82; in Wharton,
43-45

rice, mulatto: in Hurston, s4-60

Rich, Adrienne, 3; “Negotiation the Meta-
logic,” 5, 8, 21

Rouch, Helene, 95

Ruddick, Sara, 7, 1o09—11, 116—17

Russ, Joanna, The Female Man, 107

Said, Edward, 48, 68

sameness: among feminist critics and women,
44; within, 86, 97, 103

Scales-Trent, Judy, Notes of a White Black
Woman, 127-28

scenes of power, x—xi, 13, 16, 24, 27

self-consciousness, x, 5, 10; liabilities of, 47;
need for, 78—79; 63

self-effacement: in Morrison, 98; as negotiat-
ing device in Hurston, 58-60; in Welty,
69—70, 83. See also feminine

self-making, 20—21, 28—29, and Hurston,
48—51. See also production of (female) self

self-reflexivity, 12; in Hurston, 51, 54. See
also self-consciousness

separatism: beyond, 38, 39, 54, 55, 58, 121;
as a feminist model, x, 2, 4, 11, 13, 21-22

setting aside, 9, 13, 100

sexual accomplice, 6

sharecroppers, 88. See also tenant farmers

Showalter, Elaine, 2, 28, 68

shuttle, 6, 12—13; as feature of feminist fic-
tion, 2.5, 56, 76, Bo—81

sides, ix; in Hurston, 59; multiple, 47; in ne-
gotiation, xii, 7, 12, 13, 163 in Piercy, 107—
26; in Pilate’s knowledge, 95, 1005 in
Welty, 70, 75, 76, 83; in Wharton 37, 44

sieve, as negotiating tool, 81, 128

silence and negotiation, 1-2, 3, 10—-11, 79.
See also negotiation

Sleeping Beauty, 83

Smith-Rosenberg, Carroll, 33

Snitow, Ann, 5; “A Gender Diary,” 6, 7, 8,
10, IT .

solidarity and exchange, 48

sorority: refigured, 42; in Wharton, 28—-45.
See also friendship

sourcebook, 104

Southern Baptist, 16

space: between, 64; for change, 13; for com-
plex audience, 64—66; for debate in Piercy,
107—-26; for the daughter, 79; enlarged,
95; interval, 52, 64; and knowledge, 94—
953 lack of, 113—14; middle, 44—45;
negotiated in Hurston and Welty, 70; nego-
tiated in Wharton, 31-45; to reason, 99;
shared, 20; for women and feminists, 12,
15_16, 24, 30, 363 46

spiritual guide, 93

Spivak, Gayatri, 5, 112, 128; “Feminism and
Deconstruction,™ 8, 9, 10, 1T, 13, 43, 75;
“peculiar affirmation,” 75, 88

sponsorship: male, 38; white, 50, 56, 65

Spurlin, William, “Theorizing Signifyin(g)
and the Role of the Reader,” 87

Stanworth, Michelle, 108-9

subaltern, female, §-9, 88, 112

“subject to negotiation,” 23

subversion: challenge to: 29, 39, 49, 51, 54,
60, 73, 78; as a feminist model, ix, x, xi,
I, 2,4, 11,21—-22,26; pure rhetoric of,
23

Suleiman, Susan R., 108

surrogacy, forced, 111, 114

swapping, as sign of negotiation, 5960,
64-66

sympathy and criticism, 33, 37-38, 94, 100

technology, negotiating, 65, T106—26

tenant farming, 62

“third character”: in Morrison, 92, 100;
in Welty, 69—87. See also intermediary;
middle, woman

Third World, 13

this-world, and other- or better-world, xii,
11, 16, 106; elements of negotiating narra-
tives, 22~23; with Phoeby and Janie, 22.
See also utopian

threshold: in Morrison, 94; in Welty, 73; in
Wharton, 30-45. See also doorway; limi-
nality

time travel, 25, 106—26

Tompkins, Jane, x

trade: against, 34, 37-38, 42, 44, 127;In
Piercy’s narration, 123; in women, 29, 32,
35,110



Uhrobo, 18, 19

umbilicus, 106; Pilate’s, 95. See also placenta

Underground Railroad, 61

unequal positions, 6, 15

“up from slavery,” 60

utopian: edge, 15; fiction, 107, 110; figure,
223 link, 120; outposts, xii; program, 15;
VISIONS, 4

violence: negotiating with, 98—101; past of,
104

vision, loss of, 72

voice, 22, 2§

Walker, Alice, 13, 50— 51; “female arristic ge-
nealogy,” 78, 120; In Search of Our Moth-
ers’ Gardens, 68

Walker, Melissa, 87

Wallace, Michael, 47

Warner, Michael, xiii

Washington, Mary Helen, 5o

Welty, Eudora: 21, 26, 65; as feminist, 77,
80; Laurel Hand, 4, 25, 67-84; 105; One
Writer’s Beginnings, 69, 72, 78, 82; The
Optimist’s Daughter, 103; “Writing and
Analyzing a Story,” 69

West, Cornel, 101, 129

Wharton, Edith, xii, 3, 25, 48; 65; The Deco-
ration of Houses, 31; The House of Mirth,
Lily Bart, xii, 4, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27—45,
103, 105; personal negotiations, 28, 29,
34,37-38

white: American feminism, 96; critics and
theorists, 47-48; feminism negotiated, 48;

identity, 9o; middle-class women, 108;
privilege, 65; sponsor, 56; violence, 60;
women authors, 65

whiteness, 16—20, 47, 63; blackness in, 90

Whitman, Walt, “Song of Myself,” go

woman, 1x; as undecidable sign, 56; Derri-
da’s, 9, 107

woman: as object, against, 39, 43, 113, 116;
new definition, 44

womanist, 13—14, 45, 66, 85

women, black and white: complexity be-
tween, 62—63; in Hurston’s fiction, 60—66;
market in, critiqued, 42

women and language, Welty’s story of,
77-81

women’s fiction, xiii; American, 3, 105; and
audience, 46—66; plots in, 56. See also
women’s writing

women’s voice, 4

women’s writing, xiii, 23, 26; agency, 46; dif-
ferences in, x; twentieth century American,
xii—xiii; working class, 43. See also femi-
nist criticism; women'’s fiction

word(s): leverage with, 117; matter, 116; mi-
gratory, 55, 59—60

working class, 30, 43, 64, 105; mothers, 106

Working Girls’ Clubs, 35

“world-travelling,” 83

Wright, Richard, 3, 51

Yoruba, 16, 17, 18, 19

ZEro-sum negotiation, 101, T24



