
Contents
F o r e w o r d  6

S e a t  o f  P r i n c e s  a n d  K i n g s  ( 8 8 3 - 1 3 5 4 )  7
T h e  M agyar C hallenge 9
Patron Saints V itus and Wenceslas 11
B ishop V ojtěch A dalbert 13
T h e  First C zech  K ing 16
Prague Has a Castle 18
T h e  C onvent o f  St G eorge 20
T h e  C row n  and  th e  M enorah  22
Abbesses Agnes and C u n ig u n d  24
R ise  and  D ec line  o f  C zech  Pow er 26
T h e  Last Přem yslid K ings 28
K ing  Jo h n  o f  B ohem ia 30
T h e  R oyal Palace 32
A  French C athedra l fo r Prague 34
T h e  S t W enceslas C row n  36

M e d i e v a l  M e t r o p o l i s  ( 1 3 4 6 - 1 4 0 0 )  37
A Passion fo r Sacred R elics 38
Peter Parier 42
T h e  C hapel o f  StW enceslas 44
Parlerian Sculpture 46
T h e  Last Ju d g m en t M osaic 48
T h e  K ing  o f  C zechs and G erm ans 50

T o w a r d s  R e f o r m  ( 1 4 0 1 - 1 4 7 0 )  52
T h e  H ussite W arrio rs 54
T h e  C o u r t R e tu rn s  to  th e  Castle 56
R ie d ’s G rand  T h ro n e  Hall 58

T h e  H a b s b u r g s  T a k e  P o w e r  ( 1 5 2 6 -1 6 1 7 )  6 0

T h e  U b iqu itous R enaissance 65
R u d o lf  II and  his Artists 68
A stronom ers and  O ccultists 72
T h e  S p lendour o f  the C o u r t 74
T h e  C astle Slum s 76
Trade at th e  Castle 78
R u d o lf ’s Fatal G am ble 80

T h e  T h i r t y  Y e a r s ’ W a r  ( 1 6 1 8 - 1 6 4 8 )  82
T h e  W in te r  K in g  84
Black D ay a t W h ite  M oun ta in  86
R uth less R e tr ib u tio n  88
A M arvel o f  N o r th e rn  R enaissance 90
T h e  Peace o f  P rague 92
T h e  W orld’s W orst A rt R o b b e ry  9 4



A  R o y a l  C a p i t a l  ( 1 6 4 9 - 1 9 1 8 ) 96 B uy ing  Peace 174
Baroque at the Castle 98 T h e  A fterm ath  o f  M unich 176
N ig h t a t th e  O pera 102 T h e  Second  R epub lic 178
T h e  C u lt o f  St Jo h n  o f  N ep o m u k 104 T h e  M inorities o f  Yesterday 179
T h e  W ar o f  A ustrian Succession 106
Sw itching A llegiance 108 O c c u p a t io n ,  W a r  a n d  L ib e r a t io n

A Plot to  Split th e  K ingdom 110 ( 1 9 3 9 -  1 9 4 8 ) 180
A H om e fo r Ladies in  N eed 111 H itle r a t th e  Castle 182
D aun  Saves Prague 112 T h e  Fascist and th e  Patrio t 184
A Palace fo r the Habsburgs 114 “ N ational A lliance” 185
T h e  E n ligh tened  D espot 118 T h e  P ro tec to r and th e  P resident 186
M ozart’s C oronation  Flop 120 W indfall fo r th e  R e ich 187
T h e  Prague Sum m it 121 Soldiers at P rague C astle and A broad 188
Asylum  fo r C harles X  o f  France 122 H ey d rich ’s H arsh  R é g im e 190
C oronation  o f  a K indly Sim pleton 124 Assassination and  R eprisals 192
T h e  R evo lt that Failed 126 H ey d rich ’s Successor 194
T h e  Teenage A utocrat 128 C zechoslovaks in  R ussia 196
Ferdinand’s H appy R etirem en t 129 B ritish Plan fo r th e  T h ird  R e ich 197
Prussians at th e  Castle 130 Struggle to  Avert D efeat 198
A n U nfin ished C athedral 131 U pris ing  and Liberation 200
T h e  Prince and th e  C ardinal 132 President B eneš Takes C harge 202
A rchitect Jo sef M ocker 134 E xpropria tion , E xpulsion  and Transfer 204
A rchduke Franz Ferdinand 136 Postw ar Elections 205
Fighting over Language R u les 138 T h e  February  C risis 206
Serenading the E m peror 140
A rchduke Charles 142 I n  S o v ie t  E m b r a c e  ( 1 9 4 8  -  1 9 8 9 ) 210
T h e  T rip  to  Sarajevo 143 A rm s for the H aganah 212
C zech  Leaders in  W artim e 144 T h e  Party C om es to  the Castle 213
M asaryk’s Project 146 T h e  People’s E nem ies 214
Kafka at the Castle 148 T h e  People’s Leaders 215
Czechoslovak Legion 150 Traitors in  H ig h  Places 216

A fter Stalin and G ottw ald 218
C z e c h o s l o v a k  R e p u b l ic  ( 1 9 1 8  -  1 9 3 9 ) 152 T h e  State Calls Itself Socialist 220

G erm an Austria 154 Prague Spring 222
Slovakia Invaded 155 Invaded by Five Allies 225
T h e  N atio n ’s P ride 156 T u rn in g  th e  C lo ck  Back 228
President M asaryk R e-e lec ted 158 C h arte r 77 and  A nticharter 230
Transform ing th e  Castle 159 Soviet Satellite F o r E ver ? 232
T h e  First Nazis 160 M o u n tin g  D iscon ten t 234
T h e  G erm ans in  G overnm ent 162 E x it o f  the N orm alisers 238
T h e  C athedral C om pleted 163
A N ew  L ook fo r the Castle 165 L ib e r t y  a n d  B r e a k u p  ( 1 9 8 9  -  2 0 0 3 ) 239
T h e  Q uest fo r Security 166 C zech  R ep u b lic  Is B orn 240
T h e  Peace Treaty C hallenged 168 Foreign R elations 242
Beneš E lected President 170 A C ause fo r C eleb ra tion 243
T h e  R ise  o f  K onrad  H enlein 171 H avel’s Farewell 244
T h e  Loss o f  Masaryk 172 Selected B ibliography 245
T h e  B ritish G o-B etw een 173 Index  & List o f  A bbreviations 246


