
Contents

Preface to  the  Second Edition vi
A cknow ledgem ents viii & ix

PART O n e : Introductory  1
1 Language an d  gender 3
2 The historical background (I) -

Folklinguistics an d  the early gram m arians 16
3 The historical background (II) -  

A nthropologists an d  dialectologists 38

PART TWO: The Sociolinguistic Evidence  59
4 Q uantitative stud ies 61
5 Social netw orks 87
6 G ender differences in  com m unicative 

com petence 106

PART THREE: Causes and Consequences 141
7 The acquisition of gender-differentiated 

language 143
8 The role of g en d e r differences in linguistic 

change 168
9 The social consequences of gender

differences in  language 187

Bibliography 206

Index 223

V



Index

acq u is itio n  14, 143-167 
a d o le sc e n ts  5, 6, 7, 76 -7 , 94-100 , 

186
a d v e rsa ria l s ty le , see c o m p e titiv e  

sty le
a ffec tiv e  m e a n in g  120-1 
a g e  4, 5, 56, 62 , 67, 84 
a g g ra v a te d  fo rm s  124-6 
a ll-fem ale  g ro u p s  187-195, 203 
a ll-m a le  g ro u p s  187-195, 203 
a n d ro c e n tr ic  19, 24 , 30, 51, 116 

ru le  16, 18, 29 
a n d ro g y n y  83, 139 
a n th ro p o lo g y  3, 13, 38-45  
a p p ro p r ia te n e s s  106-7 

g e n d e r -a p p ro p r ia te
b e h a v io u r  143-167 p a ss im , 
197.

a rg u m e n t 159-60 
a ss im ila tio n  8, 9, 12 
asy m m e trica l d isc o u rse  123-4 
A tk in s , B ow m an  K. 132-5 , 139-40

B elfast 87, 88, 89 -93 , 101, 102, 103, 
104, 172, 177-9, 184, 185 

( th )  90-1 
(a) 9 1 -3 , 178-9 
(e) 177-8 

B orker, R u th  157-8 , 187-8 , 194 
B ro w n , P e n e lo p e  85, 103, 129-132 
B ru n , A u g u s te  169-170

C a m e ro n , D e b o ra h  6, 120, 121, 123 
c h a n g e  (lingu is tic) 14, 17, 22, 33, 

38, 65 -7 , 166, 168-186 
c o n sc io u s  183-4 
in  a p p a re n t  tim e  174, 179, 183 
in  rea l t im e  174, 179 
lin g u is tic  v a riab le  in v o lv e d  in  

c h a n g e  65 -7 , 68 
u n c o n sc io u s , see co n sc io u s 

C h e sh ire , J e n n y  89, 94 -100 , 101, 
102, 103, 127, 196, 201 

ch ild  la n g u a g e  143-167 
c la s sro o m  see schoo l 
C lo n a rd  y o u n g  w o m e n  92 -3 , 104, 

179, 184-5 
C o a te s , Je n n ife r  117-18 , 138-9 , 140 

n 3 , 193, 204 n2  & n3  
c o d e -sw itc h in g  see s ty le -sh if tin g  
c o d ifica tio n  17, 25 
co llab o ra tiv e  ta lk  see c o o p e ra tiv e  ta lk  
c o m m a n d s  see d irec tiv es  
c o m m u n ic a tiv e  c o m p e te n c e  13, 

106-40 , 144, 152-7 , 166, 196-202 
c o m p e titiv e  s ty le  1 0 -1 1 ,1 3 7 ,1 3 9 , 

158, 194-5 
c o m p lim e n ts  115, 128-9 
conflic t 158, 160
co n se rv a tism  40, 46, 47, 48, 170-1, 

185
co n ta c t w ith  sp e a k e rs  o f  o th e r  

la n g u a g e s  43-4  
co n tro l o f to p ic  see to p ic  co n tro l

223



IN D EX

co n v e rsa tio n a l d o m in a n c e  107-114, 
115, 139, 153-4 , 158, 194-5, 
196-200, 202, 203 

c o o p e ra tiv e  ta lk  10, 137, 138, 158, 
194-5

c o rre c tn e ss  23, 61, 67 
co rre c t u sa g e  17 

see also S ta n d a rd  E n g lish  
C o rsa ro , W illiam  158-9 
c o v e r t n o rm s  see n o rm s  
c o v e r t p re s tig e  80-82

D e u c h a r, M a rg a re t 6, 8 4 -5  
d ia c h ro n ic  171, 174 
d ia lec to lo g y  3 , 6, 13, 38, 45-56, 

169-171
d iffe re n c e  a p p ro a c h  13, 202-3  
d ire c tiv e s  124-6, 160-1 
d is a d v a n ta g e  195-202 
d o c to r -p a tie n t  ta lk  11, 125-6 , 134-5 
d o m in a n c e  

a p p ro a c h  12, 202-3 
in  c la s sro o m  195-200 
in  c o n v e rsa tio n  see co n v e rsa tio n a l 

d o m in a n c e  
d o m in a n t g ro u p  7, 35-6  
D o rv a l, B ruce  162-5

E ckert, P e n e lo p e  186 n6, 205 n7  
E d in b u rg h  74r-6, 149-151 

(au) 150 
(r) 7 5 -6

E isikov its, E d n a  76 -7 , 80 , 101,
151-2

e la b o ra te d  c o d e  27, 37 n2 
e th n ic  g ro u p  4, 6, 56, 62, 67, 84 
e x p la n a tio n s  42 -4 , 48, 77-85, 

100-102

face  8 4 -5 , 129-132
fa c e - th re a te n in g  ta lk  118
'fe m a le  s ty le ' see 'w o m e n 's  la n g u a g e '
fe m in in ity  83 , 197
fe m in is t d ic tio n a ry  30
fie ld w o rk e r  50, 5 3 -5
F ish m a n , P am e la  112-3 , 116, 122

fo lk lin g u is tic s  16-36, 129 
fo lk lin g u is tic  b e lie fs  16, 22, 46, 

155, 156

G al, S u sa n  179-182 
G a u c h a t L . 170-171 
g e n d e r  3, 4, 5, 56, 67-77, 81, 83, 

8 5 -6 , 203-4 
g e n d e r -a p p ro p r ia te  see a p p ro p r ia te  
g e n d e r-e x c lu s iv e  d iffe re n c e s  44, 

157
g e n d e r-p re fe re n tia l

d iffe re n c e s  44, 157, 166 
g e n d e r  ro le  44 , 166, 185, 203 

G IST  (G irls In to  S c ien ce  a n d  
T ech n o lo g y ) 199-200 

G lasg o w  70-72 , 77, 78, 149-50 
(i) 70 -2 , 77 
(g lo tta l s to p )  78 

G o o d w in , M arjo rie  124-6, 137, 
159-60, 165, 204 n l  

g o s s ip  11, 107, 135-6 
g ra m m a r  23 -8 , 53, 106, 143, 196 
g ra m m a ria n s , e a r ly  16

H a rris , S a n d ra  123 
h e d g e s  115, 116-119, 138 
H e rrin g , S u sa n  115, 116 
h e -sa id -sh e -sa id  159-60 
H o lm e s , Ja n e t 117-8 , 120-121, 130 
h o m o g e n e o u s  

c o m m u n ity  7 
g ro u p  196 
sp e e c h  90
sp e e c h  c o m m u n ity  sec sp e e c h  

c o m m u n ity  
H y m e s , D ell 106-7 
h y p e rc o rre c tio n  6 6 -7 , 68 , 78, 86 n6, 

172
h y p e rc o rre c t p a t te rn  78 

h y p o ta x is  2 6 -8

id e n tity  7 -1 2  passim, 84, 197 
im p e ra tiv e  see d irec tiv e  
in e x p re ss iv e n e ss  114, 194

224



INDEX

in fo rm a n ts  5, 6, 4 5 -5 0 , 51, 6 4 -5 , 66, 
74 -5 , 79 

w o m e n  a s  45-50  
in n o v a tio n  (sp e a k e r)  168-186 
in se c u rity  66, 78 
in te r ru p t io n  109-111, 114, 134-5, 

139, 153-4 , 192-4 
in te rv ie w  5, 64, 70

Je sp e rse n , O tto  18, 19, 20, 25-8 , 
31 -3 , 34, 126 

Jo n e s , D e b o ra h  135-6

L abov , W illiam  6 , 61, 66 -7 , 86 n5, 
94, 101, 102, 127, 140, 1 7 1 ^  

L akoff, R ob in  19, 20, 22 -3 , 25,
116-8 , 119, 122, 127, 132-3 , 134, 
135 

lam e  102 
w o m e n  a s  lam es 102-3 

L ev in so n , S te p h e n  85, 129 
lexicon see v o cabu lary  
lin g u is tic  c h a n g e  see ch a n g e  
lin g u is tic  v a riab le  62 

s ta b le  65, 90, 92 
u n d e rg o in g  c h a n g e  65 -7 , 171-9,

182-3 , 184 
lin g u is tic  v a r ia tio n  see v a ria tio n  
l is te n in g  192 
lite racy  28-30 
L ocal, Jo h n  147-8 
lo n g -te rm  p a rtic ip a n t o b se rv a tio n  see 

p a r tic ip a n t o b se rv a tio n  
lo w e r  m id d le  c la ss  65 -7 , 71, 78,

172, 184 
LM C w o m e n  70, 78

M a cau lay  R. K. S. 70 -2 , 78 
m ajo rity  

a p p ro a c h  6 
g ro u p  6, 7 
la n g u a g e  6 
v ie w  5 

m a le -a s-n o rm  see a n d ro c e n tr ic  
M altz , D an ie l 157-8, 187-8 , 194 
m a n -m a d e  la n g u a g e  30

m a rk e r  74, 76, 77 , 99-100 , 149 
M a rth a 's  V in e y a rd  172, 173-4,

183-4
m a sc u lin ity  83, 156, 185 
'm e n 's  la n g u a g e ' 38, 42, 44 , 139, 

156-7
M e rse y s id e  see W e s t W irra l 
m id d le  c la ss  63, 78, 145, 174, 183 

ch ild re n  153 
g ro u p  65, 78 
sp e a k e rs  81, 84 , 85, 137 

M ilroy , Ja m e s  87 , 105 n l ,  168, 
177-9 , 184-6 

M ilroy , L esley  87, 88-93, 101M , 105 
n l ,  168, 172, 177-9 , 184-6 

m in im a l r e sp o n s e  109, 111-2 , 114, 
115, 116, 138, 139, 189 

d e la y e d  m in im a l r e sp o n s e  111-2, 
114 

m in o rity  6 
a p p ro a c h  6 
g ro u p  6, 8, 12, 13, 144 
la n g u a g e  6 

m isc o m m u n ic a tio n  14, 187-195, 203 
m itig a te d  fo rm s  124-6 , 158 
m o d al m e a n in g  120-1 
m o rp h o lo g y  106 

d iffe ren ces  39-40 
fe a tu re s  94-5  

m u te d  g ro u p  35-6

n e g a tiv e  face  see face 
N e tw o rk  S tre n g th  Scale  90, 92 
N e tw o rk  S tre n g th  S core 89, 92, 102, 

104
N e w b ro o k , M a rk  72 -4 , 78, 86 n6 
N ew  Y ork  C ity  66 -7 , 171-4 , 184 

(r) 66 -7 , 171-2 , 184 
(a) 172, 173-4 , 184 

N ich o ls , P atric ia  173, 182-3 , 185 
n o n -s ta n d a rd  

fo rm s  62, 65 , 70, 73, 77, 79, 80,
83 , 86, 95, 101, 103, 149-150, 
152, 173-9  passim  

la n g u a g e  80, 104, 195 
v a r ie tie s  6, 62, 81, 86 n2

225



INDEX

n o rm  10, 19, 81, 90, 92, 97,
100-102, 103, 140 

a d u l t  156
lin g u is tic  7, 78, 82, 88, 102 
p re s t ig e  68, 101, 102, 176, 183, 

184
s ta n d a rd  54, 74, 81, 83, 90 , 95, 

102
v e rn a c u la r  81, 83, 90, 92 , 97, 100, 

102, 103, 176, 179, 184 
w r it te n  26, 31 
see also m a le -a s-n o rm  

n o rm -e n fo rc e m e n t m e c h a n ism  88, 
93 , 104

N o rw ic h  6 4 -5 , 6 8 -70 , 78, 79-80, 
172, 174-7 , 184 

(n g ) 64 -5 , 68 -70 , 78 
(er) 79 
(a) 79 
(e) 174-5 
(o) 175-7 , 184

O 'B a rr , W illiam  132-5 , 139-40 
O b e rw a r t , A u s tr ia  179-182, 184 
o b lig es  160-1 see also  d irec tiv es  
o c c u p a tio n a l s ta tu s  see s ta tu s  
o p p re s s io n  12, 203-4 
o v e r -re p o r t 79-80

p a ra ta x is  26-8
p a r tic ip a n t o b se rv a tio n  5, 89, 94 
p e e r  g ro u p  13, 94, 95, 96, 100, 101, 

102, 157 
p h o n o lo g ica l 

d if fe re n c e s  39, 67-76  passim, 
171-9

v a r ia tio n  see v a ria tio n , 
p h o n o lo g ica l 

p h o n o lo g y  53, 106, 143, 174 
p o lite n e ss  41 , 85, 129-132, 139, 152,

154-5, 156, 166 
p o s itiv e  face  see face 
p o w e r  84 -5 , 113, 136, 194, 203 
p o w e rfu l la n g u a g e  132-5 
p o w e rfu l sp e a k e rs  123 
p o w e rle ss  la n g u a g e  132-5 , 139-40 
P re isle r, B en t 116-7 , 120

p re s tig e  61 -2 , 81, 83 
fo rm /v a r ia n t 6 2 -7 7  passim , 79, 81 
see also n o rm , p re s tig e  

p ro n u n c ia tio n  3 0 -33 , 3 8 -9 , 48, 106, 
169, 173, 174 

p sy c h o lo g ic a l a n d ro g y n y  see 
a n d ro g y n y

q u a n ti ta t iv e  soc io lingu is tic
s tu d ie s  13, 31, 56, 61-86  passim, 
171-183 passim  

q u e s tio n n a ire  50-53  
q u e s tio n s  122-4 , 138, 189 

m e a n in g  o f  189 
see also ta g  q u e s tio n s  

q u ie t  b e h a v io u r  35, 197-9

R e ad in g  94-100 passim , 103 
R izzo, T h o m a s  158-9 
ro le  see g e n d e r  ro le  
R o m ain e , S u z a n n e  74 -6 , 149-151 
R .P . (R eceived  P ro n u n c ia tio n )  30, 

74, 83, 176, 184 
sp e a k e rs  83-4

S ach s , Ja cq u e lin e  160-2 
sa m p lin g  ( te c h n iq u e s)  5, 48 
sc h o o l 14, 35 , 100-101, 187, 195-202 
S c o u se  6 7 -8 , 72, 78 
se lf-d isc lo su re  118, 190-191 
se lf-e v a lu a tio n  te s ts  79-80 
se n sitiv ity

o f  lo w e r  m id d le  c la ss  6 6 -7  
o f  w o m e n  47, 78 -9 , 80, 132, 185 

se x ism  3  
se x ist 27, 49, 144 

S h e ld o n , A m y  158 
s ilen ce  34 -6 , 111, 113-4, see also 

q u ie t  b e h a v io u r  
s im u lta n e o u s  sp e e c h  138-9 , 192-4 
sin g le -sex  d isc o u rse  118-9, 139 
soc ial c la ss  4, 5, 8, 37  n 2 , 56, 61,

62, 73, 81, 85, 145, 196, 204 n l  
soc ial g ro u p  4 , 12, 84, 144, 169,

195, 201 
w o m e n  a s  7 -12

226



INDEX

socia l n e tw o rk  13, 87 -105  passim , 
179, 185 

soc ia l p sy c h o lo g y  3 , 8, 83-4  
soc ia l s ta tu s  see s ta tu s  
soc ia l s tra tif ic a tio n  7, 61, 62 -5 , 174, 

175, 176 
soc ia l v a r ia tio n  see v a ria tio n  
so c ia lisa tio n  13, 166 
so c io lin g u is tic s  3, 4 -7 , 45, 54, 56, 

105, 171
see also q u a n ti ta t iv e  so c io lin g u is tic  

s tu d ie s
so lid a rit) ' 82 -4 , 101, 136, 140, 173, 

185
S o u th  C a ro lin a  182-3 , 184 
s p e a k e r  in n o v a tio n  see in n o v a tio n  
sp e e c h  c o m m u n ity  4 -5 , 12, 45, 55, 

82, 100, 140 
h o m o g e n e o u s  4 -5 , 45 

S p e n d e r , D a le  35, 115, 196, 197, 
199, 200

s ta b le  lin g u is tic  v a riab le  see lin g u is tic  
variab le

S ta n d a rd  E n g lish  5 , 17, 23, 30, 44, 
80, 81, 86  n l ,  100, 101, 147, 148,
182-3 , 184 

s ta n d a rd  n o rm  see n o rm
s ta tu s  8 , 12, 40, 8 2 -4 , 123, 135, 184, 

200
s ta tu s -b a se d  m o d e l 101 
s ta tu s  c o n s c io u sn e s s  47 

s tig m a  61-2  
s tig m a tise d  a c c e n t 30 
s tig m a tis e d  fo rm  69, 70, 78, 79, 

80 , 150
stra tif ic a tio n  see soc ia l s tra tifica tio n  
S tre eck , Ju rg e n  154, 157 
s ty le -sh if tin g  70, 100-101, 151, 173,

183-4
sty lis tic  v a r ia tio n  see v a ria tio n  
su b c u ltu re  7, 13, 157-165, 166, 203 
su b o rd in a tio n  see o p p re ss io n  
s u p p o r t  113, 136, 138, 140 
S u rv e y  o f  E n g lish  D ia lec ts  46, 47, 

48, 50
S w a n n , Jo a n  153, 197-9

sw e a r in g  20 -23 , 126-8 , 139, 152,
155-6 , 157 

S y d n e y , A u s tra lia  7 6 -7 , 151-2

tab o o  20 -23 , 43 
la n g u a g e  2 0 -23 , 126-8 , 166 

ta g  q u e s tio n s  115, 119-122, 123, 
132, 156 

T ajfel, H e n r i  8 -12  
T a n n e r, D e b o ra h  162-5 , 187, 191 
ta lk a tiv e n e s s  see v erb o sity  
T h o m a s , B e th  104 
to p ic  112, 115-6, 118, 136, 138, 

161-2 , 188, 189, 190 
to p ic -co n tro l 113, 139 
to p ic  d e v e lo p m e n t 138 
to p ic  sh if t  190 

T ru d g ill, P e te r  61, 64 -5 , 68-70, 
7 9 -80 , 86  n4, 172, 174-7 

tu rn -ta k in g  
in  c o n v e rsa tio n  107-114, 138, 

189-190, 192-4 
v io la tio n s  114 

T y n e s id e  147-8

u n d e r - re p o r t  79-80

v a riab le  see lin g u is tic  v ariab le  
v a r ia tio n  3, 23 

lin g u is tic  4 , 12, 13, 23, 44, 45, 56, 
62, 67, 136, 169, 185, 203 

p h o n o lo g ic a l 148-151, 171-9 
soc ia l 4, 12, 56, 169, 185 
sty lis tic  4, 56, 169, 173 

v e rb a l a g g re ss iv e n e s s  191-2 
v e rb o s ity  3 3 -6 , 115-6 , 152-3 , 166 
v e rn a c u la r  5, 21, 28, 46 , 55, 62,

63, 70, 71, 80, 81, 86 n 2 , 90-93  
passim , 101, 102, 103, 176, 178-9 

C u ltu re  In d e x  97, 99 , 127 
lo y a lty  97, 99 , 100, 103 
n o rm s  see n o rm s , v e rn a c u la r  
sp e e c h  100, 103-5 

v o cab u la ry  17-20, 51 , 53, 143, 169

227



INDEX

W est, C a n d a c e  11, 13, 108-112, 
125-6, 134-5 

W est W irral 72 -4 , 78 
(ing) 72-3  
(h) 72-3 
(k) 72-3  
(a) 73-4 
(o) 78, 86 n6 

w o m a n -to -w o m a n  in te rac tio n  135-9 
see also a ll-w o m en  g ro u p s  

'w o m e n 's  la n g u a g e ' 38, 43, 44, 
114-129 passim , 136, 138-9 

W o o d s , N ico la  134-5

w o rk in g  class 63, 75, 76, 145, 174, 
183

c o m m u n itie s  88, 89, 90, 93, 101 
g ro u p  6, 65, 78, 94-100 , 174, 179 
m e n  73, 81, 94, 176 
sp e a k e rs  70, 77, 80, 83 -4 , 86, 137, 

174, 204 n l  
w o m e n  81, 104, 128, 176

y o u n g  C lo n a rd  w o m e n  see C lo n ard  
y o u n g  w o m en

Z im m e rm a n , D o n  13, 108-112

228


