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North by Northwest (1959) 17

Not Only But Also 206

Not So Much a Programme 206

Not the 9 O’clock News 194

Now Voyager (1942) 134, 136,
138-9, 142, 159

Nutty Professor, The (1963) 106

O’Connor, Tom 184

Odd Couple, The (1968) 89, 232

Odd Couple, The: television series
251

Oddie, Bill 226

Oklahoma! (1955) 18

Old Fashioned Way, The (1934) 78

Old Wives for New (1918) 166

Olsen, Elder 66-7

On Moonlight Bay (1951) 76

On the Avenue (1937) 93, 101

Once Upon a Honeymoon (1942)
148, 1634

One A.M. (1915) 53

Only Yesterday (1933) 13§

Open All Night (1924) 40

ostranenie 90, 200-1; see also artistic
motivation; foregrounding

QOur Hospitality (1927) 120, 121,
123-6

Paleface, The (1948) 105, 156, 163

Palin, Michael 197

Pallette, Eugene 153

Palm Beach Story, The (1942) 107,
156

Palmer, Frederick 110

Palmer, Jerry 3, 64, 65, 68-71, 81,
83

pantomime 10, 20, 118, 182

Paramount Pictures 97, 107

parody 18-23, 86, 90, 102, 182,
201-2

Pasquier, Sylvain du 56

Patrick, Gail 153

Pawnshop, The (1916) 90

Pay Day (1922) 127

Peach Basket Hat, The (1909)
115-17

Pearl, Jack 214

Peet, Creighton 90

Penner, Joe 214

Perils of Pauline, The (1914) 233

peripeteia 28, 33, 68-9

Petticoat Junction 230

Philadelphia Story, The (1940) 10,
88, 138, 158, 162, 165

Phil Harris-Alice Faye Show, The 241

Phil Silvers Show, The 38, 241

Photoplay 118, 126-7

Pilgrim, The (1923) 125

Pillow Talk (1959) 169, 170-1

Pinfold, Mike 236, 254, 258

Pink Panther films 49

Plater, Alan 45

Plato 62

Plautus 138

Play It Again, Sam (1972) 20, 106

Poetics, The 14

Polan, Dana 169

Police Academy (1984) 89

Popeye cartoon series 107

Potts, L. C. 63

Powell, William 153

‘pratfall’ 52, 72, 77, 83, 122

protasis 27

Proust, Marcel 206-7

Quote, Unquote 226

race, racism; see also stereotypes

radio 205, 209, 210-33; domestic
and familial nature of 210, 220,
222, 223, 224; see also serial
format; series format; situation
comedy; variety

Radio Active 226

Radio Luxembourg 221

Radio Normandie 221

Ranch House Cowboy (1939) 108

Ray, Charles 121

Ray, Ted 184, 224

Ray’s a Laugh 224

Red-Headed Woman (1932) 168

Reith, John 220, 221

Return of the Pink Panther, The
(1975) 50-1

revue 43, 48, 180, 213, 220, 225
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Reynolds, Debbie 150

Richard Pryor Live in Concert (1979)
48

Richardson, Miranda 246, 247

‘ridiculous, the’ 64-8, 71, 77, 79

‘Rigadin’ 119

Ritz Brothers 104, 108

RKO Studios 97, 102, 228

Roach, Hal 57, 107

‘Road’ films 101

Road Runner cartoon series 57-8

Road to Bali (1952) 104

Road to Utopia (1945) 91

Robinson, David 127, 128

Robinson, Tony 246

Rocky Horror Picture Show, The
(1975) 18

Rogers, Gingers 44, 141, 142, 158,
164

romance 5, 23, 25, 29, 37, 98, 126,
127, 129-31, 133-6, 138-73
passim; see also romance plot;
romantic comedy; romantic
melodrama

romance plot 29, 98, 102, 123,
129-30, 131, 132, 136, 138

romantic comedy 5, 23, 107, 133,
136-73; definition of 136-8; and
the family 5, 133, 152-5; and
female desire 138-40, 1428,
154-5, 159-66, 167-8; and male
desire 13840, 142, 144-5,
159-66, 170; and marriage 5, 133,
136, 138, 140-1, 144, 148, 150,
154-6; and play 156, 157, 161,
163—6; and “screwball’ eccentricity
136—7, 13940, 151-6; and sex 5,
150, 162-3, 166-73; see also
‘screwball’ comedy; ‘sex comedy’

romantic melodrama 133—6, 138,
159-60

Rory Bremner Show, The 10

Rosenthal, Jack 45

Rossiter, Leonard 257

Round the Horne 225, 226

Rowan and Martin’s Laugh-In 10

Roxie Hart (1942) 89

Roxy and His Gang 213

Ruggles of Red Gap (1935) 164

Russell, Jane 105, 163

Russell, Rosalind 141

Russian Formalists 90

Rutles, The 19

Safety Last (1923) 54, 120, 122

Sailor Made Man, A (1921) 120

St Elsewhere 244

Sam and Henry 299

Sandford and Son 243

Sartre, Jean-Paul 207

satire 19-23, 139, 151, 155

Saturday Night Fry 226

Scared Stiff (1953) 105

Scenes from My Balcony (1901) 58

‘screwball’ comedy 13666, 172

Screwball Squirrel 109

Screwball Squirrel (1944) 10, 32

Secombe, Harry 205, 224; see also
The Goons

Secret Life of Walter Mitty, The
(1947) 106

Seidman, Steve 103-6, 109

Sellers, Peter 49, 205, 224; see also
The Goons

Semi-Tough (1977) 171

Sennett, Mack 117, 118

Sennett, Ted 140, 147, 168, 169

serial format 178-9, 209, 212, 214,
232, 233-4; in cinema 209; on
radio 212, 214, 224, 229, 232,
233; of soap opera 233—4; on
television 178-9

series format 6, 107-8, 178-9, 214,
228, 229, 233-6; in cinema 6,
107-8, 228; on radio 214, 229,
232, 233, on television 178-9,
233-6

Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
(1954) 18

Seventh Heaven (1927) 135-6

Sex and the Single Girl (1964) 169,
170, 171

‘sex comedy’ 162, 169-71

Shadow of a Doubt (1943) 99

Shakespeare, William 12, 145, 187

Shandling, Garry 245, 247

Shaw, Artie 109

Sherlock Junior (1924) 105

Shop Around the Corner, The (1940)
13

short films 4, 10, 43, 107-9, 110,
111, 114, 119-20, 228; one reel
format 110, 114, 119; two reel
formar 110, 119, 120
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Show People (1928) 21-5

Silverman, Sime 126

Silvers, Phil 38

Simon, Neil 232

Simpson, Alan 248

Singin’ in the Rain (1952) 18, 101

situation comedy (sit-com) 1, 67,
10, 17, 39, 59, 178-9, 211, 214,
215, 216-17, 221-61; domestic
and familial nature of 6-7,
216-17, 221-61 passim; origins in
variety and newspaper forms
227-8; on radio 6, 211, 214, 215,
216-17, 22249 passim; serial
format of 59, 178-9, 214, 227,
229, 233, 234-7; on television 6,
211, 222, 225, 227, 228, 230, 231,
232, 233-61

Skelton, Red 104, 231

sketch, sketches 6, 10, 17, 19, 57,
180, 181, 182, 191-5, 196,
197-208 passim, 215, 223, 224,
225, 227; newspaper sketches 227

Slap-Happy Lion (1947) 90

slapstick 5, 10, 12, 205, 77, 85, 102,
109, 110-31, 213; definition of
20-1

Sleeper (1973) 89, 106

Slezak, Walter 164

Smith, Mel 189-92; see also Smith
and Jones

Smith and Jones 16

Snow, Michael 16

So Is This (1982) 16

So This is Marriage (1924) 166

Soap 244

soap opera 177, 229, 231, 232,
2334, 235

Some Like It Hot (1959) 16, 35, 38

Something Wild (1987) 68

Son of Flubber (1963) 32

Son of Paleface (1952) 42, 106

Songs from the Shows 220

Sons of the Desert (1933) 238

Spitting Image 226

Splash! (1984) 32

Staiger, Janet 97

Stakeout (1987) 11

Stand Easy 223

stand-up comedy 1, 6, 10, 14, 15, 17,
65, 182, 184-7, 196

Stanwyck, Barbara 36

Star-Spangled Rbythm (1942) 89

Starting Over (1979) 139, 172

State Fair (1939) 13

Static (1986) 89

Steamboat Round the Bend (1935) 13

Stella Dallas (1937) 142, 157

Steptoe and Son 6-7, 225, 239,
247-8, 250-61

stereotypes 2, 3—4, 35, 82, 85-6,
88-9, 92-3, 183, 236; and class
85-6, 236; and race 88, 93; and
women 89, 93, 236

Sterling, Ford 119

Streep, Meryl 172

stump speech 182

Sturges, Preston 36, 156

Sunday Night at the London
Palladium 179

Support Your Local Sheriff (1968) 17

surprise 26, 33—42, 43, 54, 55, 57,
68, 69

suspense 26, 3342, 55, 56-7

Swanson, Gillian 242

Swanson, Gloria 167

Symphony of Swing (1939) 109

Take It from Here 224

Take the Money and Run (1968) 59

Talk of the Town (1942) 138, 169

Talk of the Town (revue) 248

Tarbuck, Jimmy 179, 184

Taxi 23941

Taylforth, Gillian 234

Taylor, Paul Alan 220, 223

Tea for Three (1927) 166

Teacher’s Pet (1958) 38

television 2, 56, 10, 11, 38-9, 43,
48, 50, 59, 73, 176-261 passim;
aesthetics of 177—8; domestic and
familial nature of 35, 176, 210-23,
232-3, 239, 242; technology of
176~7; see also serial format;
series format; situation comedy;
variety

Tender Trap, The (1955) 170

Terence 138

Terry and June 179, 227

That Touch of Mink (1962) 170

That Was The Week That Was 206

‘That’s Entertainment” 48

Thin Man, The (1934) 17, 140

Thomas, Jameson 141
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Thompson, Kristin 29, 97, 123, 124,
125

Three Ages, The (1923) 56, 89, 120

Three Stooges, The 107

thriller 17, 29, 31, 99, 105

Throb 239

Thurber, James 228

Till Death Us Do Part 261

To the Manor Born 12

Todorov, Tzvetan 84

Tom and Jerry cartoon series 107

Tom, Dick and Harry (1941) 139,
1424, 145-8, 150, 154, 165

Took, Barry 221, 225, 226, 249, 253

Tootsie (1982) 38

Top Hat (1935) 18

Town Hall Tonight 217

Trading Places (1983) 34

tragedy 11, 28, 65

Tramp, The (1915) 127

Treacherous Folding Bed, The (1897)
58, 114

Trouble in Paradise (1932) 38

Turpin, Ben 18, 119

Tweetie Pie 109

Twelfth Night 12

Twentieth Century-Fox 226

Two Ronnies, The 16, 180, 181,
185-7, 194-5§

Two-Faced Woman (1942) 165

unconscious 72, 74; see also Freud;
wishes

United Artists 97

Universal Studios 97

Vagabond, The (1916) 127, 128

Variety 126

variety entertainment format 2, 5-6,
10, 17, 43, 48, 112-14, 11819,
179-208, 209-10, 211, 213-14,
220-7, 232; and cinema 112-14,
118-19, 209-10; and radio 184,
213-27 passim, 232; and
television 2, 5-6, 17, 179-208,
209, 232; theatrical variety 6,
112-13, 118-19, 179, 182-3, 184,
205-8, 210, 213-14, 223, 226-7

vaudeville 104, 112, 113, 118, 182,
210, 211, 213, 214, 220, 227, 229,
230

Vaughan, Norman 179

verisimilitude 3—4, 83-94; definition
and types of 84

Very Special Favour, A (1965)
169-70

Vic and Sade 230-1

Victor/Victoria (1982) 38

Victoria Wood As Seen on TV 1924

Vidor, King 21, 22, 25

‘visual pun® 50

Wainwright III, Loudon 180

Walker, Virginia 141

Waning Sex, The (1926) 166

war film 16, 100, 132, 137

Warner Brothers 97, 107

Waterloo Bridge (1940) 134

Watt, John 223

Weinburger, Ed 240

Welch, Joe 183

Wentworth, Harold 47

Wertheim, Arthur 212, 217, 218, 229

West, Mae 104, 152

western 17, 19, 29, 31, 100, 101,
105, 132, 137

What’s New Pussycat? (1965) 170,
171

What! No Beer? (1933) 49

Wheen, Francis 241

Whistling in Brooklyn (1947) 104

Whitley, Ray 108

Who Killed Who? (1943) 54

Who’s That Girl? (1987) 172

Why Change Your Wife? (1920) 13,
157, 166-7

Wilder, Billy 46

Wile E. Cayote 38, 109

Wiley, Gerald 194

Williams, Kenneth 226, 249

Williams, Raymond 177

Willis, Bruce 27

Wilmeth, Don B. 20, 51

Wilmut, Roger 184, 187, 196, 201,
203, 205, 221, 223, 224, 249, 255

Wilson, Don 215, 216

Wilson, Garff 112-13

Wilton, Rob 221, 223

Wise, Ernie 187-9; see also
Morecambe and Wise

wisecrack, wisecracks 2, 17, 43, 44,
46, 47-51, 63, 73, 222, 223;
definition of 47

wish, wishes 60, 72, 73-5, 79, 81,
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136, 142—4, 163; aggressive 72,
73-5; erotic 72, 73-5; see also
fantasy; unconscious

wit 3, 47, 48, 71, 78, 88; see also
Freud

Woman, A (1915) 127

Woman Chases Man (1937) 151

women, femininity, female roles 132,
133-73 passim, 251, 254—6; and
genres 132; and romantic comedy
136-73 passim; and romantic
melodrama 133—6; and Steptoe
and Son 251, 254—6; see also
stereotypes; ‘women’s picture’

‘women’s picture’ 132, 133, 164
Wonder Man (1945) 106
Wood, Natalie 171

Wood, Victoria 19, 48

Woody Woodpecker 93

Wynn, Ed 213, 214, 232

Yes, Prime Minister 12

You Can’t Take It With You (1938)
60, 93, 152

Young Ones, The 245

Your Show of Shows 232

Zelig (1983) 19
Zweig, Stefan 256



