
Contents

A cknow ledgm ents ix 

In tro d u c tio n  1

1 C ollecting, Classifying, an d  In terp reting  N ature: L innaeus 
an d  Buffon, 1735-1788 6

2 N ew  Specimens: T ransform ing N atu ra l H isto ry  in to  a 
Scientific D iscipline, 1760—1840 22

3 C om paring  Structure: T h e  K ey to  the  O rd e r o f  N ature, 
1789-1848 37

4  N ew  Tools an d  S tandard  Practices, 1840—1859 46

5 D arw ins Synthesis: T h e  T h eo ry  o f  Evolution,
1830-1882 56

6 S tudying Function: A n A lternative V ision for the  Science 
o f  Life, 1809—1900 72

7 V ictorian Fascination: T h e  G o lden  Age o f  N atu ra l H istory, 
1880-1900 87

8 N ew  Synthesis: T h e  M odern  T h eo ry  o f  Evolution, 
1900-1950 100

9  T h e  N aturalist as G eneralist: E . O . W ilson , 1950-1994 109 

Epilogue 119

Suggested F u rthe r R eading 123 

Index 131


