Contents

Acknowledgments ix
Introduction 1

Collecting, Classifying, and Interpreting Nature: Linnaeus
and Buffon, 1735-1788 &

New Specimens: Transforming Natural History into a
Scientific Discipline, 1760—1840 22

Comparing Structure: The Key to the Order of Nature,
1789—-1848 37

New Tools and Standard Pracrices, 1840—1859 46

Darwin’s Synthesis: The Theory of Evolution,
18301882 56

Studying Function: An Alternative Vision for the Science
of Life, 1809—1900 72

Victorian Fascination: The Golden Age of Natural History,
1880—1900 87

New Synthesis: The Modern Theory of Evolution,
1900—1950 100

The Naturalist as Generalist: E. O. Wilson, 1950-1994 109
Epilogue 119
Suggested Further Reading 123

Index 131



