
CONTENTS

Notes on Contributors page xvii

General Editors ’ Preface xx i i i
Acknowledgments xxvii

1 Introduction: Writing the History o f Social Science i
T H E O D O R E  M .  P O R T E R  A N D  D O R O T H Y  ROSS

PART I. SC IE N C E S O F T H E  SO CIA L T O  T H E  LATE 
N IN E T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y

2 Genres and Objects o f  Social Inquiry, from the
Enlightenment to 1890 13

T H E O D O R E  M.  P O R T E R

The “Sciences of Man” in the Early Modern Period 14
Enlightenment Sciences o f Economy, Population, and State 16
Enlightenment Sciences o f Minds, Bodies, and Cultures 20
Social Science in an Age of Revolution, 1789—1830 22
The Management of Social and Economic Change, 1830-1880 26
Naturalism and Anti-naturalism in Social Science 33
Disciplined Interventions: Professionals and Reformers 38

3 Social Thought and Natural Science 40
J O H A N  H E I L B R O N

Naturalism and Moral Philosophy 40
Natural Science and Social Thought 42
The Scientific Model of Moral and Political Theory 43
Physical and Physiological Models 45
Evolutionary Thought 50
A Differential Epistemology 5 2
Culturalism and Social Science 5 5

vii



Contents

4 Cause, Teleology, and Method 57
S T E P H E N  T U R N E R

Two Models of Law 5 8
Teleology during the Enlightenment 60
The Replacement of Teleology 61
Teleology in Its Many Forms 64
The Organic Analogy 65
Decision and Intentionality: Weber and the Marginalists 67
The Persistence of Teleology 69

5 Utopian Socialism and Social Science 71
A N T O I N E  P I C O N

The Enlightenment Legacy 72
The Prophets of a New Golden Age 74
Classes, History, and Social Science 75
Toward a Religion of Humanity 77
Reshaping Education, Family, and Sexuality 78
Social Experiments and Failures 80

6 Social Surveys in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Centuries 83

E IL E E N  JANES YEO

Population Surveys, Ancient and Modern 84
Social Statistics and Thoroughgoing Enthusiasm, 1830-1850 87
Some Episodes of Contestation 90
Midcentury Expertise and the Working Classes 93
International Competition/International Comparison,

1880-1915 95
Women and Social Surveys 96
Professionalization versus Community Self-Study 98

7 Scientific Ethnography and Travel, 1750-1850 100
HARRY L I E B E R S O H N

Networks of Knowledge I о I
Narratives of Knowledge IО 4
Comparative Methods 108

8 History and Historicism 1 1 3
J O H N S O N  K E N T  W R I G H T

The Eighteenth Century: Preconditions 11 4
The Rankean Revolution: Classical Historicism 1 2 о
The Later Nineteenth Century: Diffusion and Development 1 24

9 Bringing the Psyche into Scientific Focus 1 3 1
JAN  G O L D S T E I N

The Preeminence of Sensationalist Psychology I 3 3
The Mesmeric Counterpoint 13 9
The Psychological Playing Field according to Auguste Comte I 4 2

viii



Cousinian Psychology in European Context 143
The Persistence of Sensationalism: Associationist Psychology

in Nineteenth-Century Britain 146
Phrenology: A Psyche for the Masses 149

10 Continental Political Economy from the Physiocrats
to the Marginal Revolution 15 4

K E I T H  T R I B E

Economie politique as the Natural Law of Conduct 1 5 5
Jean-Baptiste Say: Economy and Government 1 6 2
From Human Needs to the Formation of Prices 164
From Classicism to Neoclassicism 167

i t  British Economic Theory from Locke to Marshall 1 7 1
M A R G A R E T  SCHABAS

The Eighteenth Century 172
Population and Economic Scarcity 17 5
Classical Political Economy 176
John Stuart Mill 179
The Marginal Revolution 180

iz  Marx and Marxism 18 3
T E R R E L L  CARVER

Wissenschaft 1 8 3
Synthesis I 8 5
Critique . 187
Practice 190
Method I 9 3
Science 1 9 5
Theory 197
Renewal 201

PART II. T H E  D ISC IPL IN E S IN W ESTER N  E U R O PE 
A N D  N O R T H  AM ERICA SIN C E  A B O U T  1880

13 Changing Contours o f  the Social Science Disciplines 205
D O R O T H Y  ROSS

Disciplinary Formation, 1870-1914 208
Between Science and the Humanities 2 14
The Social Sciences between the Wars 21 8
Crossing Borders in Interwar Social Science 224
Social Science in Ascendancy, 1945—1970 229
The Social Science Project Challenged, 1970-2000 234

14 Statistics and Statistical Methods 238
T H E O D O R E  M.  P O R T E R

Estimation and Error 239
Statistical Models of Regularity and Variation 240

Contents ix



x Contents

Statistical Mathematics: Correlations and Regressions 242
Statistical Mathematics: Surveys and Samples 246
Statistical Mathematics and Experimental Design 247
The Statistical Ethos in Social Science 249

15 Psychology 251
M I T C H E L L  G.  ASH

Routes to Institutionalization, 1850-1914: England and France 252
Routes to Institutionalization, 1850-1914: Germany and the

United States 255
Common Features of the “New” Psychology 260
Competing “Schools” as Cultural Constructs, 1910-1945 262
Dynamics of Professionalization to 1945 267
The Postwar Era: “Americanization” and the Alternatives 269
Conclusion: Science, Practice, Subjectivity 273

16 Economics 275
MARY S. M O R G A N

Economics as Engineering 276
Economics from the Nineteenth to the Twentieth Century 278
Measuring the Economy 2 8 1
Mathematizing Economics 283
Modeling and Tool-Based Economics 286
The Contingencies of Economic History and

Economic Responsibility • 288
“Solving” the Great Depression: New Economics,

New Expertise, and New Technologies 290
The Feedback from Economic Engineering to

Historical Events 293
The Ideological Turn in American Economics 295
Tools and Economic Science 298
The Nexus of Tools, Science, and Ideology 301
Conclusion: The Dynamics of the Economics Discipline 305

17 Political Science 306
JAMES FARR

The Disciplining of Political Studies, to 1890 307
State and Pluralism Theorized, 1890-1920 309
A “New Science” of Politics, 1920-1945 3 1 5
Behavioralism and Democracy’s Critics, 1945-1970 320
Democratic Prospects and the Postbehavioral Condition,

from 1970 326

18 Sociology 329
R O B E R T  C.  B A N N IS T E R

The Founders, 1830S-1860S 3 3 1
Organicism and Evolutionism, 1870S-1890S 332
Statistics and Social Investigation, 1830-1930 334



The “Classical” Era, 1890S-1910S 336
Interwar Years 344
International Revival and American Hegemony, 1945-1960 348
The 1960S and After 352

19 Anthropology 354
ADAM K U P E R

The Evolution of Culture and Society 355
Diffusionism 360
Fieldwork 362
Varieties of Functionalism: Anthropology as a Social Science 363
Anthropology, Colonialism, Development 369
Reactions to Functionalism: Anthropology and

the Humanities 371
New Directions 374

го Geography 379
M A R I E - C L A I R E  R O B I C  

The Institutionalization of Geography and
National Education 380

The Globe, the Colonial Divide, and the “Finite” World 382
A Synthesis between Earth Sciences and Human Sciences 383
Geography: A Social Science of Spatial Organization 386
New Challenges: The Global System, the Locality,

the Environment 388

xi History and the Social Sciences 3 9 1
J A C Q U E S  REVEL

The Problem Posed 3 9 1
Three Answers 392
The Rise of History 396
American Experience Compared 399
Since the 1960s: Marx and the Social Sciences 401
The Problem Reassessed 403

PART III. THE INTERNATIONALIZATION OF THE 
SOCIAL SCIENCES

гг The Sciences o f  Modernity in a Disparate World 407
A N D R E W  E.  BARSHAY

23 The Social Sciences in Latin America during
the Twentieth Century 413

J O R G E  BALAN

Prologue: Positivism and Social Evolution in Latin
American Thought 41 3

From the Turn of the Century to the 1930s: Education
and Nation Building 41 5

Contents xi



Contentsxii

Between World War II and the 1970s: Development
and Underdevelopment 4 2 1

The End of the Century: Higher Education and Thematic
Diversification 428

Latin American Social Sciences in a Globalized World 429

24 Psychology in Russia and Central and Eastern Europe 4 31
J A R O M Í R  J A N O U Š E K  A N D  I R I N A  S I R O T K I N A  

Russian Psychology between Neurophysiology and
the Humanities 432

Psychology and Society 435
Remaking Human Nature 437
Psychological Theory and Marxism 439
Psychology and Austromarxism 444
The Search for National Identity in Central and

Eastern Europe 446

25 Sociology in Egypt and Morocco 450
ALAIN R O U S S I L L O N

The Accumulation of Knowledge for the Other 4 5 1
In Morocco: Muslim Sociology and Pacification 452
In Egypt: Intellectual Renaissance through Social Science 454
Nationalization of the Social Sciences: The Invention

of the Sociologist 458
In Morocco: The Initial Production of a Critical Sociology 458
In Egypt: To Revolutionize Sociology? 461
Sociologists in Crisis in Egypt and Morocco 463

26 The Social Sciences in Africa 466
O W E N  S I C H O N E

The Colonial Legacy 467
Bourgeois Economics, Development Economics,

and Political Economy 472
Political Science and the Postcolonial State 475
Sociology and Sociocultural Anthropology 477
From National Universities to Regional Research Networks 479

27 The Social Sciences in India 482
P A R T H A  C H A T T E R J E E

Colonial Origins 482
Nationalist Constructions 485
Social Science in Independent India 490

28 The Social Sciences in China 498
B E T T I N A  G R A N S O W

Native Domains of Learning and the Early Reception of the
Western Social Sciences 499

Institutionalization of the Disciplines 5 o I



Contents

Strategies to Sinicize the Social Sciences during the 1930s 504
The Social Sciences in Taiwan and Hong Kong 507
Reconstitution of the Social Sciences in the

Peoples Republic of China 509

29 The Social Sciences in Japan 5 1 5
A N D R E W  E.  BARSHAY

Neo-Traditionalism and the Hegemony of the Particular 5 1 5
Toward Pluralization: The Liberal Challenge 520
Radical Social Science: The Impact and Fate of Marxism 524
Postwar Social Science: Modernism and Modernization 527
From Science to Culture 5 3 1

PART IV. SOCIAL SCIENCE AS DISCOURSE AND 
PRACTICE IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIFE

30 The Uses o f  the Social Sciences 537
P E T E R  W A G N E R

The Uses o f the Theoretical Traditions 538
The Demand for Empirical Social Knowledge 539
States, Professions, and the Transformation of Liberalism 5 41
Knowledge Forms of Mass Democracy and Industrial 

Capitalism (I): The Transformation of the
Epistemic Constellation 543

Knowledge Forms of Mass Democracy and Industrial 
Capitalism (II): The Breakthrough of a Policy
Orientation in the Social Sciences 544

Transformative Moments: Wars, External and Internal 547
The Crisis of Useful Social Knowledge: Critique,

Retreat, and Refinement 549
Persistent Variation, Persistent Problématiques 5 5 1

31 Managing the Economy 553
ALAIN D E SR O S IÈ R E S

ĽEtat ingénieur: Production and People 554
The Liberal State: Exchange and Prices 557
The Welfare State: Protecting Workers 558
The Keynesian State: Decomposing

Global Demand 560
The French and Dutch Plans Compared 5 6 1
The New Liberal State: Polycentrism and Incentives 563

32 Management and Accounting 565
P E T E R  MI LLE R

Individualizing Efficiency 567
Linking Costs to Decisions 569
Making the Future Calculable 572

xiii



XIV Contents

33 Polling in Politics and Industry 577
SUSAN H E R B S T

Political Polling in Nineteenth-Century America 578
Birth of the Sample Survey 580
European Developments 585
American Academic Survey Institutes 586
The Use of Polls to Influence Public Opinion 587
Polling, Persuasion, and Democracy 588

34 Social Science and Social Planning during
the Twentieth Century 5 91

P E T E R  W A G N E R

Ameliorist Social Science and the Social Question 592
Social Science and the Crisis of Liberalism 593
Social Planning in Mass Society: The First Attempt 595
Planning and Freedom: The Social Philosophy of Planning 6  o I
A Synthesis of Sorts: The Second Attempt at Social Planning 603
After the Planning Euphoria 606

35 Social Welfare 608
ELLEN F I T Z P A T R I C K

Systematizing Social Inquiry 608
Social Work as Social Science 6 1 2
From Social Insurance to Welfare 616

36 Education 6 21
J U L I E  A. R E U B E N

Education and the Philosophic Tradition 622
Education and the Development of the Social Sciences 623
Declining Interest in Education 628
Renewed Interest in Education 630
Continuing Ties? 633

37 The Culture o f Intelligence 635
J O H N  C A R S O N

From Talents to Intelligence 635
IQ: Making Intelligence a Thing 637
Intelligence as a Tool 6 41
Intelligence in an Environmentalist Context 644
Conclusion: The IQ Debates, Social Policy, and the Return

of Biology 646

38 Psychologism and the Child 649
E LL EN H E R M A N

In the American Grain 650
From Elite Patronage to State Support 653
Childhood Becomes Psychological 655
From Science to Help: The Gender of Psychologism 660



39 Psychiatry 663
E L I Z A B E T H  L U N B E C K

The Rise of Dynamic Psychiatry 665
Biological Psychiatry 670
Culture and Personality 673

40 Gender 678
R O S A L I N D  R O S E N B E R G

The Age of Evolution: The Late Nineteenth Century 678
Seeds of Doubt 680
Hereditarian Rejoinders 684
The Rebirth of Feminism: Erasing Color and Sex in the 1950s

and 1960S 687
From Sex to Gender in the Social and Behavioral Sciences,

197OS to the Present 689

41 Race and the Social Sciences 693
E L A Z A R  BA RKA N

The Invention of Race 694
Scientific Racism 695
From Biology to Culture 700
The Politics of Race 705

42 Cultural Relativism 708
D A V I D  A.  H O L L I N G E R

Franz Boas and the Reaction against Evolutionary
Anthropology 7 11

Boas’s Students and the Development of Cultural Relativism 714
The Uncertain Legacy of Cultural Relativism 718

43 Modernization 721
M I C H A E L  E.  L A T H A M

Social Theory and the Cold War Context 722
Modernizers and the State 728
Modernization Theory Under Fire 7 31

Index 735

Contents XV


