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240; their contribution to Tolkien’s skill
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42, 52; wins scholarship to 49; character
of in 1911 52—4; his undergraduate life
there 53 ff; his daily life there in 1920s and
1930s 114-21; and passim
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Language and Literature 63 ff, 69, 77, 118,
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St Anne’s Church, Alcester Street,
Birmingham 234

St Gregory’s Church, Oxford 159

St Philip’s Grammar School,
Birmingham 26-7

Salinger, J. D. 230
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writings

“Silmarils, The’ 91, 106, 169, 185, 192

“Sindarin® 94, 195, 241

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 35, 46, 105,
137, 140-2, 175

Sir Orfeo 141-2

Sisam, Kenneth 63—4, 104, 108

‘Smaug’ 178-9

Smith, Geoffrey Bache 47, 57-8, 68, 72-5,
77, 83-6, 89
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South Africa 9-10, 12, 17, 19, 23, 104,
197, 199
(see also Bloemfontein and Orange
Free State)

Spanish language 37, 67, 98

Staffordshire 77, 80, 98

Stewart, J. I. M. 133

Suffield family 9-10, 18-19, 132, 175-6

Suffield, Beatrice 32-3, 38

Suffield, John (grandfather of Tolkien) 10, 18,
24,106, 175

Suffield, Mabel: see Tolkien, Mabel

Sunday Times 220, 222

Surprised by Joy 45, 145

Swann, Donald 227, 245

Swedish language 225

Swiss Alps 50-1, 178

“Taniquetil’ 76-7

“T.C.B.S., The’ 45-7, 54, 578, 68, 72-3,
82-6, 89, 143, 148, 237

That Hideous Strength 151, 171

Thompson, Francis 48, 93

“Thorin Oakenshield’ 178

“Thror’ 181

Time & Tide 150, 172, 219, 222

Times 133, 182

Times Literary Supplement 182

“Titus, Timothy” 162, 175

Tolhurst, Denis and Jocelyn 256

Tolkien family, origins of 9-10, 18-19

Tolkien, Adam (grandson of . R. R. T.) 254

Tolkien, Arthur (father of . R. R. T.) 9-19,
24

Tolkien, Baillie (danghter-in-faw of J. R. R. T.)
254

Tolkien, Christophet (sanof J. R. R. T.) 97,
108, 114, 141, 155, 169, 177, 179, 187, 193,
195-7, 199-200, 202, 211, 216-17, 238, 250,
254-6

Tolkien, Edith (wife of J. R. R. T.),
appearance 3, 38; birth and upbringing
38-9: meets Tolkien 39; romance with him
39-43; separation from him 43-5; reunion
with him 60-2; becomes a Catholic 68
marriage 78-9; makes fair copy of his work
95; identified with “Liithien’ 97-8;
unhappiness with Oxford life 153-7;
interest in Tolkien’s writing 158; increasing
infirmity 245; retirement in Bournemouth
247-50; death 252; and passim

Tolkien, Faith (dawghter in law of |. R. R. T.)
238

Tolkien, Hilary (brother of J. R. R, T.) 14-51
passim, 106, 159, 176, 254

Tolkien in Oxford (BBC television programme)
232

Index

Tolkien, Joan Anne (granddangbter of |. R. R.

T.) 244

Tolkien, John Benjamin (grandfather of ]. R.

R.T.)18-19

Tolkien, John (senof J. R. R. T.) 96-7, 114,

154-5, 161-2, 177, 193, 198, 202, 238, 254,
256, 260

Tolkien, John Ronald Reuel (1892-1973)

Lirg: ancestry 9-10, 18-19; birth 12;
names given to him 13; infancy at
Bloemfontein 13-15; return to England 15;
childhood at Sarehole 20-4; receives fArst
lessons from his mother 21-2; childhood
reading 22-3; early interest in languages
22; encounters Norse legends 22-3; writes
first story 23; mother becomes a Catholic
23-4; family moves into Birmingham
24-7; attends King Edward’s School
Birmingham 25-8, 30, 33 ff, 40 ff;
encounters Welsh language 26; encounters
Middle English 28, 35; learns Anglo-Saxon
34-5; death of mother 30; interest in Rugby
football 33, 48-9, 53; begins to invent
languages 35-7 (see also Elvish languages);
romance with Edith Bratt 39-43;
separated from her 43-4; formation of
“The T.C.B.5.” 45-7; wins Oxford
scholarship 49 ; visits Swiss Alps 50-1;
goes up to Oxford 52 ff; reunion with Edith
Bratt 60-2; takes Honour Moderations 62;
changes to English School 63; wins First
Class Honours 77 ; wartime service 77 ff;
marriage 78-9; serves in Somme 81-5;
begins to write The Silmarillion 89-97;
obtains job on Oxford Dictionary 98-101;
keeps a diary in invented alphabets 100
(see alphabets, invented); moves to Leeds
102-3; elected Professor of Anglo-Saxon
at Oxford 108; his life there 115 ff;
teaching methods 116—17; duties as Professor
135 ff; reform of syllabus 1367, 145;
friendship with C. S. Lewis 143-52, 200-1;
formation of ‘The Inklings” 149-52; buys a
car 159; tells bedtime stories 161; writes
The Hobbit 175-80; begins to write The
Lord of the Rings 185; progress on the book
185-203; made Professor of English
Language and Literature 200; completes
The Lord of the Rings 204; negotiations for
its publication 207-12; success of The Lord
of the Rings 224 ff; retirement 237-8;
continued work on The Silmarillion 23940,
251-2, 255; financial prosperity 244-5;
moves to Bournemouth 246-50; death of
his wife 252; returns to Oxford 253; life
there, 253-5; receives C.B.E. and academic
honours 254; final illness and death 256
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J. R. R. Tolkien: A biography

CHARACTER: appearance 3, 5-6, 123;
manner of dress 123; manner of speaking
5, 40, 48, 126-7; self-declared resemblance
to a hobbit 176; manner of lecturing and
teaching 116-17, 132—-4; skill as a
philologist 35, 63-4, 131 ff; interest in
West Midland dialect 35, 64, 131-2, 134,
137, 140; concern for accuracy and
perfection 135, 138, 194-5; love of revision
138, 145, 203; reaction to criticism 145;
love for memory of his mother 31-3,
128-9; pessimism 31, 129; sense of
humour 31, 129-30; a man of shifting
moods 129; made friends easily 127;
humility 129; arrachment to countryside
20-1, 23, 32-3; sorrow at destruction of
natural scenery 124-5; identification with
West Midlands 19, 35, 64, 131-2, 134, 175;
dislike of France, French language and
cooking 22, 67, 119, 129; certainty of own
station in life 127-8; political views 128;
feelings towards Catholic Church 31, 128;
practice of his religion 33, 58, 66, 128, 157;
relation of Christianity to his writings 91-2;
belief in the ‘truth’ of mythology 91-2, 147;
views on allegory 92, 189-90, 202-3, 243;
views on drama 159; lack of interest in
travel 124; lack of interest in modern
literature 69-70, 75, 165; interest in
handwriting 21, 57; painting and drawing
22, 57, 1634, 181-2; diaries kept by him
42-3, 101, 169, 192, 222, 241-2

WRITINGS — PRINCIPAL BOOKS: The
Silmarillion, origins of 71, 75-7, 89 ff; ‘a
mythology for England’ 59, 89-90; begun
90 ff; Tolkien’s working methods 92, 94-5;
elves in 92-3; elvish languages in 93-5;
invention of names for 94-5; Christianity
related to 91-2; believed to be ‘true’ 91-2;
continuing work on 96-7, 106-7, 169;
poems related to 107, 145; drawings
related to 163; read aloud to C. 8. Lewis,
148; shown to Allen & Unwin 183-4;
reader’s report on 184 ; offered to Collins
207 ff; Tolkien’s work on in old age 239-40
251-2, 255; to be completed by Christopher
Tolkien 255; and passim

The Hobbit : origins of story 175-6; story
begun 172, 175-7; related to The
Silmarillion 178; writing abandoned 179-80;
read by C. §. Lewis 177; read aloud to the
Inklings 150; comes to notice of publisher
180; Tolkien completes it 180; he prepares
illustrations 181-2; production problems
181; publication 182; reviews 182; revision
of ‘Riddles in the Dark’ 203; and passim

The Lord of the Rings: begun 185; written

IR

‘out of the leaf-mould of the mind’ 126;
title chosen 188; not an allegory, 189-90,
202-3; not a trilogy 216; purpose declared
190-1; diction and style 192-3; topography
and chronology in 194-5; names in 195;
read aloud to the Inklings 192, 197-9,
200; writing of Book IV 196-9; discussed
by C. §. Lewis 204; offered to Collins 207 ff;
accepted by Allen & Unwin 214-15;
appendices compiled 215, 221-2; volume
titles chosen 216; spelling altered by
printers 217 ; maps drawn 195, 216-17,
220, 222; “The Book of Mazarbul’ 217;
publication 219 ff; reviews 219-20, 222-3;
sales 220 fF; readers’ response to 229-31;
Tolkien’s views on this 231 ; sales of
manuscripts 224, translations, 4, 225; 231;
film proposals 226; unauthorised American
paperback 226-9; ‘campus cult’ 229-30;
Tolkien’s reaction to success 235; and
passim

OtHER WRITINGS: The Adventures of Tom
Bombadil 74, 162, 243; Ancrene Wisse
(edited by Tolkien) 137, 239; (Tolkien’s
article on language of .Anerene Wisse) 134,
137; ‘Beowulf: the Monsters and the Critics’
138-9; Beowusdf, Tolkien’s preface to revised
edition of Clark Hall’s translation 192-3;
“The Bloodhound, the Chef, and the
Suftragette’ 59; “The Book of Lost Tales’:
see The Silmarillion; *The Bovadium
Fragments’ 163 footnote; “The Children of
Hurin” 96; Earendel, early poem about 71;
‘English and Welsh’ 223—4; “The Fall of
Arthur’ 168-9; ‘The Fall of Gondolin®
92-3, 95, 102, 171; Farmer Giles of Ham
165-6, 183, 201, 208, 224 ; proposed sequel
to 166; The Father Christmas Letters 164;
The Fellowship of the Ring see The Lord of
the Rings; ‘The Gest of Beren and Luthien’
107, 145, 166, 183-4; ‘Goblin Feet’ 74-5,
78, 93; The Homecoming of Beorbinoth
213-14; ‘Imram’ 172; ‘“The Lay of Aotrou
and Itroun’ 168; “The Lay of Earendel’,
76-7; “The Lay of Leithian’: see *“The Gest
of Beren and Lithien’; Leaf by Niggle 92,
158, 196, 240, 242-3, 260; ‘The Lost Road”
170-83, 199; ‘“The Man in the Moon came
down too soon’ 74; ‘Mr Bliss’ 163, 183,
224; ‘Mythopoeia’ 147 footnote 148, 190-1;
“Namarie® 227, 237; ‘The New Shadow’
227; *The Notion Club Papers’ 171-2;
On Fairy-Stories 92, 165, 190-1, 239, 243;
poems, juvenile 47-8, 71, 73-5; poems
written during 1920s and 1930s 166-9;
The Return of the King: see The Lord of the
Rings; The Road Goes Ever On 245; “The



Shores of Faery’ 76-7; Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight (edited by Tolkien and E. V.
Gordon) 105, 137, 140; Sir Gawain, Pear!
and Sér Orfeo (translated by Tolkien) 141-2,
227, 239 ; Songs for the Philoiogists 105;
Smith of Woeotton Major 158, 166, 227,
242-3; “The Story of Kullervo® 73; “Tales
and Songs of Bimble Bay’ 106; Tree and
Leaf 243; The Two Towers: see The Lord of
the Rings

Tolkien, Mabel (mother of J. R. R. T.) 9-33
passin, 175

Tolkien, Michael (son of . R. R. T.) 103,
114, 118-19, 155, 158, 161-2, 177, 193,
202, 238, 256

Tolkien, Priscilla (daugbter of J. R. R. T.) 114,
118, 155, 193, 202, 210, 216, 222, 238-9,
254, 256
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