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I n d e x

A gelastes, 199
A gnes (character in Im m ortality), 136-61 ; com pared to  L aura , 143-44 
A lice (character in “ E dw ard and G od” ) , 185-89 
A lzhbeta, N urse (character in “ Sym posium ” ), 174-79  
A ngelic characters: in T he B ook o f  Laughter a n d  Forgetting, G abrie lle , M adam e 

R aphael, and M ichelle, 2 6 -3 1 ;  R aphael, 3 8 -3 9 ; com pared to  devilish characters, 
70 , 75 , 81 , 8 2 -8 3 . S ee  a lso  Rom antic attitude; L yric attitude 

A ngels, 11, 104, 177; laughter o f, com pared to  D evils, 2 7 -2 8 , 3 0 -3 1 ,  32 , 36 , 44 
“ A ngels, T h e”  (tw o chapters in The B ook  o f  Laughter a n d  Forgetting), 17; first 

chapter, 2 6 -3 1 , 134; second chapter, 3 6 -4 5 , 66 , 107 
A nna K arenina, 109, 125 
A pocrypha. See  B ook o f  Tobit 
A ragon, L ouis, 19, 159-60 
A ristotle: Poetics, 2
A rt o f  the N ovel, The, 4 , 6 , 9 , 35 , 90 , 163, 164, 191-200 
Asher, L inda, 18 n. 4
A ugustine, 14, 148, 185. See  a lso  “ Love G od and do as you w ill”  
A ustro-H ungarian E m pire, 47
A venarius, Professor (character in Im m orta lity), 135, 145, 1 5 1-55 , 1 5 8 -6 1 , 192 
A venarius, R ichard (philosopher), 161 n. 1

B alzac, H onoré d e , 194 
B arthes, R oland, 191, 192, 200 n. 1
B artle ff (character in The Farew ell P arty), 8 8 -1 0 4 ; and the color blue, 94; 

com pared w ith Klim a and Skreta, 8 9 -9 0 , 9 1 -9 2 ; com pared w ith K lim a and 
Jakub, 101 

B ear (character in Im m ortality), 145 
B eckett, Sam uel, 15, 16; W aiting fo r  G odot, 15 
B eethoven, Ludw ig, 37 , 38 , 110, 112, 142. See a lso  “E s m uss S e in "
B ernard  B ertrand (character in Im m ortality), 144, 145-46
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B ettina B rentano (character in Im m ortality), 141, 142, 148-49 
Bible: Book o f  G enesis, 31
Biblical characters: A braham , 31; Isaac, 31; Sarah, 3 0 -3 1 , 39 
Bildungsrom an, 8 2 -8 3 , 83 n. 9 , 93 . See  a lso  Kuntslerrom an  
B lindness, 118-19
Blue: them atic  use o f, 9 3 -9 5 , 150. See  a lso  Novalis
B occaccio (pseudonym ous character in The B ook o f  Laughter a n d  F orgetting), 34, 

35, 36 
B occaccio, G iovanni, 35 
Body and soul duality, 111-12 
“ Book o f  Laughable L oves,”  167, 189 n. 3
B ook o f  Laughter a n d  Forgetting, The, 3 , 12, 1 9 -4 6 , 85 , 87, 89 , 9 3 , 105, 107,

112, 113, 115, 129, 130, 134, 146, 148, 158, 164, 166, 191; com pared w ith The 
Joke, 56; com pared w ith  Laughable Loves, 167; com pared w ith “ Edw ard and 
G o d ,”  189 

B ook o f  Tobit, The, 39 
Border: concept of, 4 4 -4 5
“ Border, T h e”  (chapter in The B ook o f  Laughter a n d  Forgetting), 4 2 -4 5 , 48 
B rentano, B ettina. S ee  B ettina  Brentano 
B reton, A ndré, 29
B rigitte (character in Im m orta lity), 150, 154, 156, 158 
B rno, 1, 6
B roch, H erm ann, 3 , 5 , 85 , 195, 196; and kitsch , 199; and The Sleepw alkers, 3 , 20, 

196-97

Canon; form  o f  in K u ndera 's  n a rra tion , 6 2 , 86 
C entral European sty le, 4 ,  20
C ervantes, M iguel d e , 15. S ee  also D on Q uixote; “ D epreciated Legacy 

o f  C ervan tes”
C hance, 111; and aesthetic  fo rm , 119, 120
C hehachkova, M iss (character in “ Edw ard and G o d " ) ,  184-89
Chekhov, A nton, 13
C hristian and G reco-R om an trad itions, 47
C ircular dance , 29 , 4 0 , 4 3 -4 4 ,  148. See  a lso  M arching in step
C lem entis, Vladim ir, 2 2 -2 4 ; his hat, 115, 145
C levis fam ily (characters in The B ook  o f  Laughter a n d  Forgetting), 4 3 , 144, 145 
C om m unist Party, 17, 21, 23 , 90 
C zech history, 82 
C zech language, 19
C zech W riters’ U nion Congress: K undera’s address to , 4 7 -4 8 ,  4 9 , 67 , 105, 163

Dante: The D ivine Comedy, 55 
“ D aphnis and C h loe,”  4 3 , 44 , 45

208



INDEX

D e M an, Paul, 200  n. 3
“ D epreciated Legacy o f  C ervantes, T h e "  (essay), 193-95
D errid a , Jacques, 193, 195, 200 n. 2
D escartes, R ené, 131
Devil: laughter o f, 60. S ee  also  A ngels
D evilish behavior, 78
D iabolum , 152, 153
“ D ial, T h e ,”  155-58
D iderot, D enis, 8 , 12, 16. See  a lso  Jacques le  Fatalisté
Don Juan m yth , 109, 114, 133, 156, 170, 171, 176, 187, 189; character com pared 

w ith T ristan, 127 
Don Q uixote: characte r of, 15, 100, 101, 152, 171, 195, 197 
D on Q uixote, 100
Dostoevsky, Fyodor, 13; The Idiot, 13 
D ream s. S ee  O neiric  N arrative  
"D r. Havel a fte r Twenty Years,”  182-83 
D ubcek, Alexander, 23 , 110, 126

“ Edw ard and G o d ,”  183-89 ; com pared to K undera 's novels, 184, 191
Edw ige (character in The B ook  o f  Laughter a n d  Forgetting ), 4 2 -4 5
Eighteenth century, 12, 14
"E in m a l ist K e in m a l" , 111, 128
É luard , Pau l, 29 , 4 0 , 148
Em otion and thought, 13-15
Engineer o f  hum an souls, 124, 133 n. 3
Eros and T hanatos dichotom y, 109
“E s m uss S e in ,"  110, 126, 128
"E te rn a l fem inine,”  160, 172
Eternal return: m yth o f, 107, 108. S ee  also  N ietzsche
European culture: values o f  3 , 105, 136, 149, 198; and sp irit o f  em piricism , 193. 

See  a lso  C hristian  and G reco-R om an traditions; H um anism ; Judeo-C hristian 
thought; Judeo-C hristian  tradition 

E verym an, 78 , 89 , 101, 109, 114, 133

Farew ell Party, The, 19, 8 4 -1 0 4 , 105, 113, 122, 135, 164, 165, 192 
Fate, 2 , 22 , 85 , 109, 110; in the form  o f  six chance occurrences, 111, 112-13, 114; 

in th e  form  o f  six bells, 116, 124, 127; as chance o r  acciden t, 184-85; as story 
o f  a  life , 167-68 , 169, 191 

Faust. See  G oethe.
Fem inism , 26
Ferdydurke. See  G om brow icz.
F ield ing , H enry, 21
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First W orld War, 3
Flaishm an (character in “ Sym posium ” ), 174-79 ; com pared to  Jarom il, 175
Flaubert, G ustave, 194, 198; and the banal, 199
Fram ed m om ents o f  contem plation; as tab leaux , 147, 192
Fram ing: as technique for n arra tive  perspective, 191
Fran ta  (character in The Farew ell P arty), 9 0 -1 0 4
Frantishka, Dr. (character in “ Dr. Havel a fte r Twenty Y ears"), 182-83
Franz (character in The U nbearable L ightness o f  B ein g ), 117-33, 146, 159
Freud, Sigm und, 68 , 113
Freudian , 156. See  a lso  O neiric N arrative
Fucik, Ju liu s, 59
Fugue: use o f  in K undera’s n a rra tio n , 8 , 12-13, 56 , 6 2 -6 4

G erm an rom anticism , 94 
G erm any, 4 7 , 67
Gesture: o f  longing for im m ortality , 1 4 6 -4 7 , 160; o f  tossing, 139, 140, 143, 155, 

16 0 -6 1 ; as sign o f  character, 180 
G oethe (pseudonym ous characte r in The B ook  o f  Laughter and  F orgetting), 3 4 -3 6  
G oethe, Johann W olfgang von, 68 , 83 n. 7 , 1 3 5-36 , 138, 1 4 0 -4 3 , 148-50 , 160, 

172; and his Faust, 89 , 93 , 143, 160, 197. See  also  B ettina  Brentano 
“ G olden A pple o f  D esire, T h e ,”  170-72; com pared to  Im m ortality, 170, 172 
G om brow icz, W itold, 3 , 5 , 74 , 134, 155, 187; D iary, 3; Ferdydurke, 3 - 4 ,  53 , 95, 

114, 140, 190 n. 10 
G ood Soldier Svejk, The, 15 
G ottw ald , K lem ent, 21 , 2 9 , 36 , 71 , 145
G rand  M arch: o f  E urope, 117-18, 1 2 9-30 , 146. S ee  a lso  M arching in step 
“ G raphom ania,”  3 2 -3 3 , 87
G reco-R om an tradition . See  C hristian  and G reco-R om an traditions; Judeo- 

C hristian , G reco-R om an tradition  
G uesthouse chapter: “ T he M iddle-A ged M an ”  in Life  I s  E lsew here  and “The  

D ia l”  in Im m ortality, 7 8 -7 9 , 180

H ašek, Jaroslav, 195. See  a lso  G ood  S o ld ier Svejk
Havel, Dr. (character in “ Sym posium ”  and “ Dr. Havel a fte r Twenty Years” ), 

1 7 4 -7 9 , 182-83 
Havel, Vaclav, 163, 164 
H aw thorne, N athan iel, 21 
H einrich von O fterdingen, 93
H elena Z em anek (character in The Joke), 5 0 -6 5 , 79; her n a rra tio n , 5 0 -5 2  
Hem ingw ay, E rnest: as fictional character, 1 4 2 -4 3 , 150 
H ighw ays and  roads: com pared as view s o f  life, 151 
“ H itchhiking G am e, T h e ,”  172-74
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Hitler, A dolf, 69 , 107, 144
Hum an condition , 102-3 , 106, 108, 111
H um anism , 4 3 , 4 7 , 51 , 198
H um an nature, 93 , 9 5 -9 7
Hum an o rig ins, 122
H usak, Gustav, 37 , 4 0 , 126
H usserl, Edm und, 193, 200 n. 4

Idyll, 132
Im agologue, 83 n. 5
Im agology, 1 4 4-45 , 157, 158, 200  n. 6
Im m ortality, 3, 74 , 83  n. 5 , 83 n. 7 , 85, 105, 130, 1 3 4-61 , 164, 166, 170, 172, 

180, 183 
Innocence, 66 , 89 , 174
Introduction to  C zech ed ition  o f  K undera’s w orks, 162-164
Ionesco , Eugěne: Frenzy f o r  Two, 163; Rhinoceros, 26
Irony, 6 , 12, 68 , 9 2 , 95 , 104, 107, 119, 125, 130, 149, 150, 1 5 4-55 , 160,

161 n. 3 , 167, 168, 175, 177, 179, 181, 183, 186, 189, 190 n. 12, 191, 192, 193, 
199. See  a lso  N arra tiv e  voice

Jacques a n d  H is  Master, 8 , 12 -13 , 14 -17 , 164; im portance o f  in K undera’s w ork , 
166-67

Jacques le Fatalisté, 12-14. See a lso  D iderot, Denis 
Jakub (character in The Farew ell P arty), 8 5 -1 0 4 , 105, 192 
Jan (character in The B ook  o f  Laughter a n d  F orgetting), 4 2 -4 5 ,  48 
Janacek, Leos: in fluence on  K undera, 6 , 196; and e llipsis, 196 
Jarom il (character in Life  I s  E lsew here ), 6 6 -8 3 , 94 , 146, 191, 192. See  a lso  X avier 
Jaroslav  (character in The Joke), 53  , 64; his n a rra tio n , 5 6 -5 7  
Jerusalem  Address ( “ T he Novel and E u ro p e" ), 198-2Ô0 
Joke, The, 1, 6 , 19, 20 , 4 7 -6 5 , 84 , 85 , 122, 146, 164, 173, 192; com pared with 

The B ook o f  Laughter a n d  F orgetting, 56; com pared w ith Life  Is E lsew here, 6 6 -  
67 , 8 1 -8 3  

Joyce, Jam es, 6 8 , 194 
Judeo-C hristian , G reco-R om an trad ition , 67 
Judeo-C hristian  thought, 4 5 , 47  
Judeo-C hristian  trad ition , 14

K afka, F ranz, 2 , 4 ,  9 -1 1 , 36 , 96 , 195; The Castle, 10; “ A H unger A rtist,”  96;
The Trial, 10. See  a lso  “ Som ew here B ehind”

K afkaesque. See  Kafkan
K afkan, 2 , 5 , 9 6 , 134, 187; conditions o f, 9 -1 1 , 18, 18 n. 4 
K alandra, Z avis, 28 , 29 , 146, 148
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Kam ila K lim a (character in The Farew ell P arty), 88 , 97 , 9 9 -1 0 1 , 102; com pared 
w ith Tereza, 116 

K arel (character in The B ook  o f  Laughter a n d  F orgetting), 25 , 41 
Karenin (fictional character in The U nbearable L ightness o f  B eing), 110, 130-32 
K eepers o f  th e  Keys, The  (play by K undera), 162 
K itsch, 67 , 1 2 9-30 , 199
K lim a (a rt instructor, characte r in “ Nobody W ill L augh” ) , 1 6 8-70 , 191; com pared 

to  Ludvik Jahn , 169
Klim a (jazz m usician , character in The Farew ell Party), 8 7 -1 0 4 ; as E verym an, 89, 

101; com pared w ith B a rtle ff  and Skreta, 8 9 -9 0 , 9 1 -9 2 ;  com pared w ith B artle ff 
and Jakub , 101; com pared w ith Tom as, 109. S ee  a lso  K am ila Klim a 

Kostka (character in The Joke): h is n a rra tio n , 6 0 -6 1  
K ristýna (character in The B ook  o f  Laughter a n d  F orgetting), 3 3 -3 6  
K undera, Ludvik (father o f  M ilan K undera), 1, 3 7 -3 8
K undera, M ilan: as fictional character, 5 , 21 , 105, 137-38 , 158-61 , 192; uncol­

lected  essays by, 1 6 3-64 . See  a lso  N arrative  voice; N arrative  persona 
K untslerrom an, 82. See  a lso  B ildungsrom an  
K ussi, Peter, 105, 106, 133 n. 1

L anguage and tru th , 167
Laughable Loves, 1, 17, 1 6 2-90 , 191; as novel, 167, 189 n. 3; com pared w ith The  

Book o f  Laughter a n d  Forgetting, 167. S ee  a lso  individual titles  o f  stories: “ N o­
body W ill L augh ,”  168-70; “ The G olden A pple o f  D esire,”  170-72 ; “ The 
H itchhiking G am e,”  172-74 ; “ Sym posium ,”  174-79 ; " L e t  the O ld D ead M ake 
R oom  for th e  Young D ead ,”  179-81; "D r. Havel after Twenty Years,”  182-83; 
“ Edw ard and G o d ,”  17, 183-89 

Laughter, 2 6 -3 1 , 38; necessity  o f, 199
L aura (character in Im m orta lity), 1 4 3 -4 7 , 150, 1 5 1-55 , 156, 158-61; com pared to 

A gnes, 143-44 
L eclerc , A nnie, 26 . S ee  a lso  Fem inism ; Laughter
Lerm ontov (pseudonym ous character in The B ook o f  Laughter a n d  F orgetting), 

3 4 -3 6
“ L et the O ld Dead M ake Room  for the Young D ead ,”  179-81 
L évi-S trauss, C laude, 122, 130. S ee  a lso  S tructuralism ; O edipus M yth; Oedipus 

R ex  m o tif
Life  I s  E lsew here, 19, 6 6 -8 3 , 84 , 86 , 9 2 , 94 , 122, 135, 146, 159, 164, 191, 192;

com pared to  The Joke, 6 6 -6 7 ,  8 1 -8 3  
Lightness and weight d ichotom y, 108; sym bolized by Eros and T hanatos, 109, 118.

S ee  a lso  Parm enides 
L iterature and po litics, 1 -2 , 6 , 8 -1 0 , 18, 4 7 -4 8 ,  6 6 -6 8 , 72 , 76 , 77 , 83 n. 3,

83 n. 7 , 86 
L itost, 37
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“ Litost”  (chapter in The B ook o f  Laughter and  Forgetting), 12, 3 3 -3 6 , 66 , 134 
“ Lost L etters”  (tw o chapters in The B ook  o f  Laughter a n d  Forgetting): first chap­

ter, 2 1 -2 4 ; second  chapter, 3 1 -3 3  
Love, 1
"L o v e  G od and do as you w ill”  (a lso , “ love and do as you w ill” ), 14, 148, 185 
Lucie Sebetka (character in The Joke), 51 , 5 4 -5 6 , 6 0 -6 1 ,  192; com pared to  Tam- 

ina, 51; com pared to  R edhead, 82 
L udvik Jahn (principal character in The Joke), 4 7 -6 5 , 66 , 145, 192; com pared to 

Jarom il, 72 , 8 1 -8 3 ; com pared to  K lim a (o f “ Nobody W ill L augh” ) , 169; his 
na rra tio n s , 4 9 -5 0 , 5 2 -5 6 , 5 7 -6 0  

Lute player (A gnes in Im m orta lity), 156 
Lyric a ttitude, 68 , 73 , 75 , 80
L yric poetry, 66 , 67 , 76 . See a lso  L ife  I s  E lsew here; Poetry 
Lyric poets, 73 , 76 , 79 , 80 , 82, 83

M am an (character in Life  Is E lsew here), 6 8 -6 9 ,  77 , 80-81  
M ann, T hom as, 9 3 , 194. See a lso  “ W ardrobe, T h e "
M an W ithout Q ualities, The, 3
M arching in step, 113, 121. See  a lso  C ircu lar dance; G rand M arch 
M arkéta (character in The Joke), 5 2 -5 3  
M artin  (character in “ The G olden A pple  o f  D esire” ) , 170-72 
M assacre o f  dogs, 90 , 95 , 131
M ass m edia, 136, 141, 144; and the novel, 195, 198, 199. See  a lso  K itsch; 

Im agology
M em ory, 32, 4 1 , 1 8 0 -8 1 , 183; and forgetting, 2 2 -2 3 , 25 , 3 6 -3 7 , 38 , 4 0 , 41; and 

h istory, 158, 195
M iddle-A ged M an, The: section  o f  Life  I s  E lsew here, 7 8 -7 9 , 192; fictional charac­

ter o f, 199-200 . See  a lso  G uesthouse chapter 
M irek (character in The B ook o f  Laughter and  Forgetting), 2 2 -2 4  
M odern: m odern  cu ltu re, 4 1 , 4 2 -4 3 ;  m odern e ra , 14, 135, 136, 144, 164, 194,

197, 198; m odern life , 3, 4 8 , 58; m odern  thought, 48; m odern w om en, 91; being 
“ absolutely m odern ,”  146, 159; being “ perfectly  m odern ,”  42; being " u p  to 
d a te ,”  199. See  a lso  V ariation 

M odernism , 15; and social realism , 72; as “ establishm ent m odern ism ,”  197, 199 
M oses, 109, 127, 128
“ M other”  (chapter in T he B ook  o f  Laughter and  F orgetting), 25 , 41 , 54 , 57 , 115 
M usic: im portance o f  in K undera’s  a rt, 1, 5 , 7 , 4 1 , 196. S ee  a lso  C anon; Fugue;

Polyphony; V ariation 
M usil, R obert, 3 , 195. S ee  a lso  M a n  W ithout Q ualities, The 
M yth. See  Don Juan; M oses; N arcissus m yth; O edipus M yth

N apoleon, 141-42
N arcissus m yth , 8 0 -8 1 , 115, 172
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N arrative: m otifs, 24 , 42; persona (K undera’s), 19 -20 , 2 6 -2 7 , 39 , 85 , 105-6 ,
108, 120, 135, 192, 193; structure , 84; structure in T he Farew ell Party, 98,
192; sty le, 8 4 -8 6 ;  voice, 12-13, 19; voice in The J o ke , 4 8 -4 9 ,  85 , 105-6 

N ietzsche, F ried rich , 107, 131-32 
“ Nobody W ill L augh ,”  168-70 , 191 
Novalis, 9 3 , 150
Novel, 11, 151-52 , 165, 192; and am biguity, 194; form  o f, 19, 57 , 65 n. 4 ; devel­

opm ents in a fte r Life  I s  E lsew here, 8 4 -8 6 ;  h isto ry  o f, 193-95; purposes o f, 2 -6 ,  
192-93; related to  h istory, 194, 197. S ee  a lso  N arrative  

“ Novel and E urope, T h e”  (K undera’s  Jerusa lem  A ddress), 198-200 
N um ber seven: im portance o f  to  K undera, 165

O edipus M yth, 109, 131
O edipus R ex  m otif, 110, 117-22 , 1 2 3-24 , 125, 126, 128, 133 
O lga (character in The Farew ell P arty), 9 1 -1 0 4
O neiric  N arrative  (dream s), 113-14, 117, 123, 125, 1 2 8-29 , 1 3 2-33 , 189. See 

a lso  X avier

Parabasis (in n arra tive  and dram a), 2 0 -2 1 , 3 1 , 3 2 , 34 , 38 , 4 0 , 42 , 45 n. 5 , 70,
75 , 79 , 1 0 6 -0 8 , 111, 126, 128, 129, 130, 131, 134, 138, 141, 143, 148, 165, 
174, 178, 184, 185, 192, 193 

Paris, France (se tting  for Im m orta lity), 134-61 
Parm enides, 108, 122
P asser (character in The B ook o f  Laughter and  F orgetting), 4 3 -4 5
Paul (character in Im m orta lity), 138-61
Pavel (character in The Joke). See  Zem anek, Pavel
Petrarch (pseudonym ous character in The B ook  o f  Laughter a n d  F orgetting), 3 4 -3 6  
P la to , 128, 141, 174 
Platonic love, 174
Poetry, 6 6 , 67; K undera’s w riting  of, 1; in  C zechoslovakia, 33 , 36. See a lso  Lyric 

Poetry; L yric poets 
Polyphony: in n arra tive  structu re , 14, 196
Possibilities o f  hum an existence, 9 2 , 135, 158, 172, 173; discussed as dim ensions 

o f  hum an existence, 194, 195, 196 
Prague, 4
Prague Spring , T he, 23 , 25 , 47 
Prague S tructuralists , 11
“ President o f  Forgetting, T he.”  S ee  H usak, Gustav 
Progressive ideas, 4 3 . S ee  a lso  M odern 
Proust, M arcel, 6 8 , 194; and the “ post-P roustian”  novel, 3 , 195 
P takavina  (a  play by K undera), 163
Public versus private: as n arra tive  them e, 10 -11 , 24 , 42 , 51 , 59 , 63 , 74 , 78 , 117, 

119, 1 2 2-23 , 1 3 4 -3 5 , 140, 195
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R abelais, Frangois, 194 
Raskolnikov, 101, 103
R eason, 12, 17-18. See a lso  E ighteenth century; D iderot, Denis 
R eceived ideas, 2 8 , 199
Redhead (character in Life Is  E lsew here), 73 , 7 4 , 7 7 , 7 8 -7 9 ;  com pared to  Lucie 

Sebetka, 82 
R ichardson, Sam uel, 194 
Ride o f  the K ings, 52 , 56, 62 
Rilke, R ainer M aria , 148 
R im baud, A rthur, 146 
R olland, R om ain, 148 
Rom ance: lite rary  form  of, 86 , 129 
R om antic attitude: innocence o f, 70 , 75 , 77 , 9 4 -9 5 , 171 
Rubens (character in Im m ortality ), 1 5 5-58 , 160, 192 
R ule o f  th rees, 109
R ussia ( “ U S SR ”  and "S o v ie t U nion” ), 2 , 16, 17, 47 , 67
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