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C H R O N O L O G Y  ІХ

M A P  ХІІ

i n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  A n th o n y  G ra fton  x i i i

t r a n s l a t o r ’s  n o t e  x x i x

S E L E C T E D  B O O K S  ХХХІ

M A C H I A V E L L l ’S P R I N C I P A L  W O R K S  ХХХІІІ

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  M A G N I F I C E N T  L O R E N Z O

D É  M E D I C I  I

I. H o w  m a n y  k in d s  o f  p rinc ipa lity  there are a n d  the

w ays in  w hich th ey  are acquired  5

II. H ered itary  principalities  5

h i .  C o m p o site  principalities 6

IV.  W h y  the  k in g d o m  o f  D a riu s conquered by  

A le x a n d e r  d id  no t rebel against h is successors after

h is death  13

V. H o w  cities or principa lities which lived  u n d er their

o w n  law s sh o u ld  be adm inistered  a fter being  

conquered  16

v í .  N e w  principalities acquired b y  o n e 's  o w n  arm s a n d

prow ess  17

v i l .  N e w  principa lities acquired w ith  th e  help  o f

fo r tu n e  a n d  fo re ig n  arm s 20

v in .  T h o se  w h o  come to p o w er b y  crime  2 7

ї х .  T h e  constitu tiona l p rinc ipa lity  31

x .  H o w  the  strength  o f  every p rinc ipa lity  sh o u ld  be

m easured  3 4

XI. Ecclesiastical principalities 3 6
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C on ten ts

M ilita ry  organiza tion  a n d  mercenary troops 

A u x ilia r y , com posite, a n d  n a tive  troops 

H o w  a  prince sh o u ld  organ ize  h is m ilitia  

T h e  th ings f o r  which m en , a n d  especially princes, 

are praised  or b lam ed  

G enerosity  a n d  pars im o n y

C ru e lty  a n d  com passion; a n d  w hether i t  is  better to

be loved than  fea red , o r th e  reverse

H o w  princes sh o u ld  honour the ir word

T h e  need to avo id  con tem pt a n d  hatred

W h e th er  fortresses a n d  m a n y  o f  th e  other

p re sen t-day  exped ien ts to which princes have

recourse are use fu l or not

H o w  a prince m u s t act to w in  honour

A  prince’s  personal s ta f f

H o w  fla tterers m u s t be sh u n n e d

W h y  th e  Ita lian  princes h a ve  lost the ir states

H o w  fa r  h u m a n  affairs are governed  b y  fo r tu n e ,

a n d  h o w  fo r tu n e  can be opposed

E xh o rta tio n  to liberate I ta ly  fr o m  the  barbarians
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