
Contents

Preface vii
Abbreviations ix

Introduction
MARCO MOSTERT 1

Action, Speech and W riting in Early Frankish Legal Proceedings
P.S. BARNWELL 11

W riting Charters as a Public Activity: The Exam ple o f  the 
Carolingian Charters o f  St Gall

BERNHARD ZELLER 2 7

Charters as Texts and as Objects in Judicial Actions: T he  Exam ple 
o f  the Carolingian Private Charters o f  St Gall

KARL HEIDECKER 3 9

Betw een Legal Action and Perform ance: T he  firm atio  o f  Charters 
in the Early M iddle Ages

GEORGES DECLERCQ 55
The Privilege in the Public Interaction o f  the Exercise o f  Power:

Form s o f  Sym bolic C om m unication  B eyond the Text
HAGEN KELLER 75

Rhetoric and Ritual in Late A nglo-Saxon Charters
CHARLES INSLEY 109

A ssem blies and the W riting  o f  A dm inistra tive  Docum ents in the 
Central M edieval K ingdom  o f  the Scots

MATTHEW H. HAMMOND 123

Oral Fragm ents in the Earliest O ld Sw edish Laws?
STEFAN BRINK 1 47



VI Contents

Circum stantial Evidence: Danish Charters o f  the Thirteenth  Century 
MICHAEL H. GELTING 

W riting and Political C om m unication  in Italian C ity  Com m unes 
CHRISTOPH DARTMANN 

Founding a M onastery  over Dinner: The Case o f  H enryków  in Silesia 
(c. 1222-1228)

ANNA ADAMSKA

N on-V erbal Acts in Legal Transactions in M edieval Hungary and 
Its Environs

JÁNOS М. ВАК

“Super tali re dubia periculosum est iuramentum” : Oath-Taking 
and D ispute  Procedures in Fifteenth-Century Galicia 

YURIY ZAZULIAK

Villains, M erchants and the W ritten  W ord: A  D ocum ent o f  Highland 
O utlaw s from the Polish-Hungarian B order A rea from 1493 

STANISLAW A. SROKA 

M aking Court Decisions K now n in M edieval Holland 
MARCO MOSTERT

157

197

211

233

247

267

2 8 1


