
Contents

List offigures page viii
List o f tables x
List o f contributors xi

P art 1 E arly  m o d ern  c it ie s  a s  so u rces and  s ite s  fo r  ach iev em en t

1 Reflections and  m ediations on A ntw erp, A m sterdam  and
L ondon  in their golden ages 3
P A T R I C K  O ’ B R I E N

P art 2 E co n o m ic  grow th  and  d em o g ra p h ic  ch an ge

2 ‘N o tow n in  the world provides m ore advantages’: econom ies o f
agglom eration and the golden age o f  A ntw erp 39
M I C H A E L  L I M B E R G E R

3 C lusters o f  achievem ent: the  econom y o f A m sterdam  in  its
golden age 63
C L É  L E S G E R

4 T h e  econom y o f L ondon , 1660-1730 81
P E T E R  E A R L E

P art 3 A rch itectu re  and  urban sp ace

5 A ntw erp in its golden age: ‘one o f  the largest cities in the
Low C ountries’ and  ‘one o f  the best fortified in E urope’ 99
P I E T  L O M B A E R D E

6 T h e  glorious city: m onum entalism  and  public space in
seventeenth-century  A m sterdam  128
M A R J O L E I N  ’ т  H A R T

7 A rchitecture and  u rban  space in  L ondon  151
J U D I L O A C H



vi C on ten ts

P a rt 4 F in e  and  d ecora tive  arts

8 T h e  fine an d  decorative a rts  in A ntw erp’s golden age 
H A N S  V L I E G H E

9 T h e  rise o f  A m sterdam  as a cultural centre: the m arket for 
paintings, 1580-1680
M A R T E N  J A N  B O K

10 C ultural p roduction  and  im port substitu tion: the  fine and 
decorative arts in L ondon , 1660-1730
D A V I D  O R M R O D

P art 5 B ook s and  p u b lish in g

11 A ntwerp: books, publishing and  cultural p roduction  before 
1585
W E R N E R  W A T E R S C H O O T

12 M etropolis o f  print: the  A m sterdam  book  trade in  the 
seventeenth century
P A U L  H O F T I J Z E R

13 Prin ting, publishing and  reading in  L ondon, 1660-1720 
A D R I A N  J O H N S

P art 6 S c ien tific  an d  u sefu l know ledge

14 Science for sale: the  m etropolitan  stim ulus for scientific 
achievem ents in  six teenth-century  Antwerp
G E E R T  V A N P A E M E L

15 A m sterdam  as a cen tre  o f  learning in  the  D u tch  golden age, 
c. 1580-1700
K A R E L  D A V I D S

16 Philosophers in  the  counting-houses: com m erce, coffee
houses an d  experim ent in early m odern  L ondon 
L A R R Y  S T E W A R T

173

186

210

233

249

264

287

305

326

Index 346


