
CONTENTS

Introduction ix

Part One: Life on the Ice
1. The White Desert 3
2. Real People 10
3. Hunters and Game 21
4. Courage and Cannibals 35
5. The Egalitarian Society 42
6. The Hunters’Best Friend 52
7. Amulets and Angakoks 60

Part Two: The Marauders

8. Whalers and Whisky 71
9. Polar Exploiters 83

10. Trappers and Traders 97
11. The Missionaries 108
12. Into the Space Age 121
13. The Sami of Lapland 138

Part Three: Expanding Horizons

14. The Road to Nunavut 151
15. Fighting Back 164
16. The Wilderness Polluted 174
17. Black Ice 184
18. Untapped Treasure 192
19. Cold War Games 203
20. The Arctic Challenge 216

Epilogue 225



viii Contents

Acknowledgments 227
Notes on Published Sources 230
Glossary 232
Bibliography 234
Index 238

Maps
1. The Arctic and its Peoples xi
2. Greenland and the Canadian Arctic xii
3. The Soviet and Scandinavian Arctic xiii
4. Military Installations in the Arctic xiv

Maps drawn by Swanston Graphics



INDEX
Agriculture in Soviet Arctic, 

197tr, 224
Air travel, Arctic, 123, 200-1, 

219
Akademgorodok, 198 
Alaska, 11,12, 73, 122, ISlff, 

175, 194,210 
Federation of Natives, 152 
Native Claims Settlement Act 

(1971), 153, 158, 162 
Alcohol, and the Inuit, 77, 98, 

99, 103, 106, 128-9 
Alta-Kautokeino project, 1431Г 
Angakok, 43, 62IT, 111-13 
Angmagssalik, 68 
Arctic

Definition of, 4-5 
Island Preserve, 154 
Marine Locomotive, 191 
Marine Oil Spill Programme, 

186
Pilot Project, 171-3 
Slope Native Association, 152 
Small Tool Tradition, 12 
Waters Pollution Prevention 

Act, 182 
Arctic, MV, 183 
Art, Eskimo, 12,18, 67, 120 
Atlantic Richfield, 153 
Atmosphere, Arctic, 3, 57 
Aurora Borealis, 3, 16

Baffin Bay, 7,71,88, 171, 181, 
186,211

Baffin Island, 62, 85, 107 
Baidar, 30
Baikal-Amur Mainline Railway, 

201-2
Barents Sea, 189, 204, 211 
Barrow, 80, 151, 170 
Barter, with inuit, 77, 91, 97, 

101
Bartlett, Captain Robert, 94 
Bathurst Island, 182 
Beaufort Environmental

Assessment Review Panel, 
182

Beaufort Sea, 154,155, 181, 
182, 186,204 

Bear Island, 78 
Bear, Polar, 8, 23,28-30, 90, 

186
Beechey, F. W. 26 
Berge, Trygve, 93 
Berger, Thomas, 159,182
Bering Strait, 11, 73 
Bcringia, 11, 12

Bilibino, 199
Birds, Arctic, 5, 8, 9,25-6, 63, 

74, 152, 186 
Blizzard, Arctic, 4 
Bratsk, 200 
British Petroleum, 153 
Bylot, Robert, 88

Cabot, Sebastian, 84 
Canadian Arctic Resources 

Committee, 156, 159 
Canadian Government, 154ff, 

167, 178, 181-2, 186ff,
192, 210, 221, 223 

Canadian Inuit, 100, 104,122, 
136

Caniapiscau River, 177-8 
Cannibalism among the Inuit,

41, 104
Caribou, 5, 8, 12,104, 124, 159, 

177,178
Chernobyl, 215, 225 
Children, Inuit, 37,41,47-8 
Chouart, Medard, 100 
Chukchi, 11, 18,27, 52 
Chukchi Peninsula, 193 
Churchill, 102,106 
Climate, Effect of Arctic on 

World, 180, 199, 222, 226 
Clothing, Inuit, 26-8 
Cold, Arctic, 3, 13,36,194-6, 

198
Committee for Original People’s 

Entitlement, 155 
Cook, Dr Frederick, 94-5 
Courtship, Inuit, 48 
Cree Indians, 157, 178 
Crombie, David, 183

Dalager, Lars, 71, 98 
Dance, Inuit, 66, 117 
Danes (in Greenland), 42, 99ff, 

109, 127, 130ff, 164ff, 215 
Davis, John, 88
Davis Strait, 7, 72, 74, 127, 171, 

173, 181, 191,211 
Death and the Inuit, 38ff 
Dene Declaration, The, 160-1 
Department of Indian Affairs 

and Northern Develop­
ment, 155, 221

Depression, Mental, in Arctic 
night, 3,19 

Devon Island, 7, 54 
Diet, Inuit, 43fT, 122, 126,

130
Disko Bay, 99

Distant Early Warning (DEW) 
Line, 208, 210, 216 

Dogs, Sledge, 16, 18, 24-5, 
29-30, 45, 521Г, 90, 123, 
179

Dome Petroleum, 171, 182,
187, 191

Dorset Eskimos, 12, 85 
Drury, Charles, 163

Education (Greenland), 165ff 
Edwardsen, Charles,Jr, ISlff 
Egede, Hans, 109ff 
Egede, Poul, 112, 114 
Eirikthe Viking, 108-9 
Ellesmere Island, 7, 16, 54, 90, 

93, 94, 123,179, 182, 219 
English Muscovy Company, 72,

Epidemics among the Inuit, 78, 
129

Eskimos, 1 0 ,12ff 
Esso Resources (Canada) Ltd, 

188
Etah, Greenland, 16 
Etok, ISlff, 164
European Economic Community

(EEC), 168ff 
Explorers, Arctic, 83ff

Family, the Inuit, 47ff, 118 
Farewell, Cape, 74, 109 
Finland, 193, 213-14 
Finnmark, 147 
Fire-arms and the Inuit, 99,

104
Fish, Arctic, 6, 22, 180, 186
Fishing

Cod, 127, 134, 165, 168-9 
Quotas, 168-9 

Forestry, 142-3 
Fourth World, The, 68,161 
Fox, Arctic, 5, 8, 23, 104, 186 
Freeman, Milton, 162 
Freuchen, Peter, 23, 38, 40, 42, 

48,90, 97
Frobisher, Martin, 85ff 
Frostbite, 4

Gamble, Ray, 81 
Gas, Natural, see Oil Industry 
Geese, Arctic, 6, 159 
Godthab (Nuuk), 71, 98, 119, 

128, 171
Gorbachev, Mikhail, 177 
Greenex Company, 172, 180 
Greenhouse effect, 175-6, 226



Index 239
Greenland, 7, 12, 14, 19,35, 52, 

75, 83,98, 108, 122, 1321Г, 
164ff, 175, 180, 186, 210, 
215, 223

Greenland-Iceland-Norway Gap 
(GIN), 206

Greenland-lceland-UK Gap 
(G1UK), 206, 211 

Greenpeace, 81-2, 135-6, 222 
Grise Fiord, 123, 179, 218, 224 
Gulf Stream, F.ffect on Arctic,

5, 139, 204

Hall, C. F., 87 
Hall, James, 90 
Hares, Arctic, 23 
Harpoon, Inuit, 31 
Haze, Arctic, 175 
Hazen, Lake, 7, 182 
Heame, Samuel, 101 
Herbert, Wally, 93 
Herschel Island, 77 
Home Rule for Greenland, 132, 

166
Hope, Point, 152 
Hopson, Ebem, 80 
Hore, Master, 84 
Housing

Prefabricated, in Arctic, 125 
Apartment, in Arctic, 127 

Hudson Bay, 72, 86, 87, 100, 
101, 102, 104, 125, 159, 
177

Hudson’s Bay Company, lOOff 
Hudson, Henry, 72, 88 
Hudson Strait, 86, 87, 88 
Hunters 

Inuit, 134 
Inuit, as a caste, 43 

Hunting implements, Inuit, 12, 
17,21,31, 106

Hunting skills, Inuit, 21ff, 80-1, 
104, 124

Hydro-electric schemes, 143, 
157, 177, 199, 220 

Hydro Quebec, 177-8

Ice Age, 10 
Ice, Arctic Sea, 184 
Icebergs, 4, 6, 35 
Icebreakers, 172, 181, 183, 184, 

191, 192-3 
Iceland, 4 
Igloo, 45-6 
Hisiituk, 61 
Illuliaq, 45-6, 104 
Indian Brotherhood, 160 
Indians, North American, 14, 36 
Indigenous Language Develop­

ment Fund, 167 
Indigenous Survival Inter­

national, 136, 222 
mna, 60

Inuit, 14
Brotherhood, 156, 160 
Circumpolar Conference,

170, 226
Tapirisat of Canada, 156 

Inuk, 14
Inuktitut, 14, 24, 140, 167, 170 
Insects, Arctic, 7, 8, 142 
Inuvialuit, 162 
Irtysh River, 177 
Itukusaq, 94

James Bay Dispute, 157-60, 
162, 163, 178

James Bay Energy Corporation,

John Paul II, Pope, 164 
Johansen, Lars Emil, 165-6

Kakfwi, Stephen, 164 
Kamchadal, 11, 18 
Kamchatka Peninsula, 204, 206 
Kane, Dr Elisha, 29, 33, 42, 

89-90
Kayak, 12, 30-1, 35, 172 
Khant, 11 
Kiruna, 139, 205 
Knight, James, 102 
Koivisto, President, 214 
Kola Peninsula, 174, 200, 204, 

206, 211, 214, 215 
Kolyma River, 199 
Koryak, 11, 18 
Krasnoyarsk, 199, 209 
Krill, 6, 186, 187

Lamps, Inuit, 22-3, 32, 36, 55 
Lancaster Sound, 71, 75, 88, 

181, 186, 221
Language of Arctic tribes, 11, 

17-18
Lapps, see Sami 
Lemmings, 8-9 
/.emu, MV, 193 
Little Cornwallis Island, 125 
Lynge, Finn, 172

Mackenzie River and Delta, 73, 
78, 106, 154, 156, 158,
186, 191

Malaurie, Jean, 47, 91, 105 
Mammals, Small Arctic, 5, 7,

23, 104
Mammoths, 11,12 
Manhattan, SS, 181, 183, 184 
Mansi, 11
Markham, A. H., 74, 88 
Marmorilik, 180 
Mastodons, 11 
Mattak, 34, 38, 44, 130 
Melville Bay, 75 
Melville Peninsula, 62 
Mequsaq, 14ff, 29

Military bases, Arctic, 122, 127, 
140, 151, 171, 203ff, 216 

Mineral wealth, Arctic, see 
Mining

Mining, Arctic, 133, 139, 166, 
167, 172, 180, 194 

Missionaries, 108ff, 164 
Motzfeldt, Jonathan, 165-6, 169 
Murmansk, 193, 211 
Musk oxen, 7, 11, 12, 104, 224

Nansen, Fritjiof, 30, 42, 60, 93, 
100,  120

Nares, Captain, 89 
Narvik, 205 
Narwhals, 34, 186 
Natsilivik, 36 
Navigation, Inuit, 24-5 
Newfoundland, 72, 83, 85, 135 
Nielsen, Pavia, 171 
Night, Arctic, 3 
Nishgu Indians, 156 
Norilsk, 195, 199 
Norsk Hydro, 190 
Northern Lights, 3, 60 
Northern Maritime Tradition,

13
Northern Warning System, 208, 

210
Northwest Passage, 85, 87, 88, 

100, 154, 171, 181, 191, 
192, 193, 210-11,221 

Northwestern Territories, 106, 
202, 218

Norway, 138ff, 154, 175, 188, 
190,211-12, 218 

Novaya Zemlya, 204 
Novosibirsk, 198 
Nuclear plants, 199ff, 215, 225 
Nunavut, 162, 164, 222 
Nusunginya, Johnnie, 152 
Nutara, Elijah, 45 
Nuuk, see Godthab

Ob River, 177, 199 
Oil

discharge, Marine, 181, 184ff 
industry, Arctic, 123, 133,

140, 153ff, 166, 167, 171, 
ISlff, 184ff, 194, 221 

Olsen, Moses, 165-6, 168

Panarctic Oil Ltd, 182, 183, 
187-8, 221

Peary, Robert E., 90ff 
Permafrost, 6, 196 

. Petro Canada, 171 
Physique, Eskimo, 13, 18 
Pipeline

Mackenzie Valley, 158-9 
Trans-Alaska, 191 

Plants, Arctic, 7, 8, 11, 141 
Polar Bear Pass, 182



240 The Fourth World

Polar Eight, SS, 192 
Polar Sea, SS, 210 
Pole, North, and Peary, 92ff 
Pollution, Industrial, in Arctic, 

174ff, 199, 223 
Pond Inlet, 123, 125, 224 
Possessions

Common ownership among 
Inuit, 42ir, 89 

Status symbol among Inuit, 
108 '

Prudhoe Bay, 133, 153, 158, 
181, 191

Qujaakitsoq, Uusaqqaq, 171

Raddi, Sam, 155 
Radisson, Pierre Esprit, 100 
Rasmussen, Knud, 39, 42, 97 
Reapn, Ronald, 209 
Reindeer, 8, 99, 138ff, 197, 218, 

225
Religion, Inuit, 60ff 
Resolute Bay, 95, 125, 219, 224 
Resolution Island, 86 
Richmond, 102 
Ross, James, 16 
Royal Greenland Trading 

Company, 98, 119, 127 
Rubbish disposal, 178-90

Sadovizky, Prof. Otto von, 11 
Sami, 17, 39, 1381Г, 174, 178, 

205,218, 225 
Samoyeds, 27 
Sandgreen, Sven, 71 
Seals, 21-2, 100, 104, 134ff, 

171, 186, 222 
Great, 32
Harp, 79, 135, 222 
Hooded, 79, 135 
Ringed, 7, 32, 135 

Sedna, 6 Iff 
Severodvinsk, 206 
Severomorsk, 206, 211, 215 
Sewage disposal, 178-80 
Sexual relationships, Inuit, 18, 

47 ff, 117-18 
Shackleton, Edward, 94 
Shaman, 15, 43 
‘Shear zone’, 184, 185 
Sheep farming in Greenland, 

167

Shrimp fishing, 134, 165, 173, 
220

Siberia, see Soviet Arctic 
Sila, 59, 61 
Simpson, Fort, 160 
Singing, Inuit, 67 
Skins

Beaver, 106 
Fox, 97, 104 
Seal, 23

Sledges, Inuit, 54ff 
Smeerenburg, 72 
Smith Sound, 88 
Snowmobile, 124, 141, 171, 219 
Soviet Arctic, 174ff, 189, 194ff 
Spitsbergen, 72, 189, 211 
Stallworthy, Sgt, 94 
Statoli, 188 
Steger, Will, 93 
Strategic Defense Initiative 

(SDÌ), 209
Suicide among the Inuit, 38ff 
Summer, Arctic, 5, 8, 9, 60 
Svalbard, 189, 192, 211 
Sverdrup, Otto, 154 
Sweden, 139ff, 212-13, 218

Tami River, 177 
Television, Inuit, 167 
Temperatures, Arctic, 3, 4, 13, 

15,46, 146, 175, 176, 189, 
194-6, 198, 201 

Thatcher, Margaret, 209 
Thompson, Cape, 152 
Thorne, Robert, 84 
Thorseth, Ragnar, 93 
Thule, 36, 68, 96, 97, 215, 216 
Tobacco and the Inuit, 78, 97, 

98-9
Tomsk, 198
Tourism in the Arctic, 217-20 
Trans-Siberian Railway, 201 

and see Baikal-Amur 
Transport, Arctic surface, 193, 

200-1
Travel, Speed of, over Arctic 

ice, 93
Trudeau, Pierre, 155, 156, 161, 

163, 182, 186, 195 
Trust Arktigkugol, 189

Udali, Stewart, 153 
Umiak, 32

filoK Ílcké fakulty
Masarykovy u n i ^ l t y
BRNO, Arn» Nevito

Unemployment among the Inuit, 
131

Urbanisation in Soviet Arctic,
195ff

Urengoi, 194
U.S. Atomic Energy Commis­

sion, 152 
Usukutaq, 36ff 
Uummannaq, 36, 171, 172

Vikings, 108-9

Wallace, Rev. James, 31 
Walrus, 32-3, 78-9, 186 
Watkins, Admiral James, 206,

211
Weinberger, Caspar, 210 
Welfare handouts 

to Inuit, 100, 107, 126, 224 
to Sami, 144 

Whales, 7, 171 
Beluga, 34, 171, 186 
Blue, 80
Bowhead, 33, 73, 75, 78, 80, 

186 
Fin, 80
Humpback, 80 
Killer, 33 
Minke, 82 
Sei, 80 
Sperm, 82

Whalers, 71 ff, 98, 151 
American, 77 
Basque, 72ff 
Dutch, 71ff

Whaling Commission, Inter­
national, 80-2 

Windchill, 4 
Winter, Arctic, 5, 19 
Witch doctors, Inuit, 60ff 
Wolf, Arctic, 5, 7, 8 
Women, Inuit, 18, 19, 27, 39, 

40,48, 117
World Council of Indigenous 

Peoples, 139
World Wildlife Fund, 82, 135, 

137, 222

Yakutia, 194, 198 
Yakuts, 27
Yenisei River, 10, 193, 195, 199 

Zavitinsk, 209


