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Sedimemology studies, the properties, origins, and historical interpretation of sediments and
" sedimentary rocks. Such materials are formed by physical, chemical and biological processes, at
temperatiiyes vamnging from bielow fredZing to dboiit 160-200 degrees C.

More than 75% of the earth's land surface is covered by sediments and sedimentary rocks. Near- «Lk
surface sediments constitute the reservoirs for almost all groundwater, and arc vitally important
substrates for soils, wetlands, and shallow marine environments, while more deeply buried sediments [
provide most of the world's reserves of fossil fuels. The study and understanding of sediments and
sedimentary rocks is therefore strongly multidisciplinary, and forms pari of several academic
disciplines such as geology, geomorphology, stratigraphy, and civ il engineering. l 1
This encyclopedia, which constitutes a wide ranging and authoritative collection of academic
articles, covers the sedimentological aspects'of sediments and sedimentary rocks. As such the
encyclopedia provides a comprehensive, one-volume reference work for students and faculty in
universities, and for professionals in geology and allied disciplines (geography, engineering,
environmental studies), as well as informed layaeaders.
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