
Table of Contents

UNIT Page
Introduction....................................................................................................  1

Section A: Laying the Foundations.....................  з
1. WHAT DOES RESEARCHING LANGUAGE INVOLVE?....................  5

2. REVIEWING YOUR CREDENTIALS........................................................  7

3. WHAT DO YOU KNOW?...........................................................................  9
Decoding Written Texts.................................................................................. 9
Genres of Writing..........................................................................................  34
Decoding Spoken Texts.................................................................................  35
Genres of Speech............................................................................................ 60

4. ASKING QUESTIONS.................................................................................  69
Different Types of Question.......................................................................... 80

5. METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION, ORGANISATION AND
TRANSCRIPTION........................................................................................ 83
Methods of Data Collection............................................    83
Data Organisation..........................................................................................  86
Data Transcription.........................................................................................  89

Section B: Building Up Research Skills....................  91

1. NORMS AND VARIATIONS......................................................................  93

2. ACCENT AND DIALECT...........................................................................  103

3. STYLISTICS.................................................................................................. 109
Literature........................................................................................................  109
Newspapers...................................................................................................... 117
Magazines....................................................................................................... 126
Comics............................................................................................................  132
Advertising...................................................................................................... 140
Written Genres...............................................................................................  155
Spoken Genres...............................................................................................  159



vi Researching Language

UNIT Page
4. COMPARATIVE LINGUISTICS................................................................. 161

Features and Functions.................................................................................  161

5. THE LANGUAGE OF SOCIAL GROUPS................................................  169
Language and Gender.................................................................................... 170
Occupational Register.................................................................................... 173

6. LANGUAGE ACQUISITION...................................................................... 177

7. SPEECH AND WRITING............................................................................  185

8. INTERACTION ANALYSIS.......................................................................  189

Section C: Taking Stock........................................  193

1. PLANNING YOUR PROJECT...................................................................  195
The Stages of Production.............................................................................  195

2. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA...........................................................................  197


