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This b o o k  p ro v id es  a n ew  look  a t  t h e  c lim atic  h is to ry  o f  th e  last 2 .6  m illion y ea rs  d u rin g  th e  
ice  a g e , a  t im e  o f  e x tre m e  c lim atic  f lu c tu a tio n s  th a t  h a v e  n o t ye t e n d e d . This p e rio d  a lso  
co in c id es  w ith  im p o r ta n t p h a se s  o f  h u m an  d e v e lo p m e n t  from  N e a n d e rth a ls  t o  m o d ern  
h u m an s , b o th  o f  w h o m  ex is ted  s id e  by  s id e  d u rin g  th e  last c o ld  s ta g e  o f  th e  ice a g e .  The ice a g e  
h a s  se e n  d ra m a tic  e x p an s io n s  o f  g lac iers  a n d  ice sh e e ts , a lth o u g h  th is  h a s  b e e n  in te rsp e rse d  
w ith  re la tive ly  s h o r t  w a rm e r in te rv a ls  like th e  o n e  w e  live in to d ay . T h e  b o o k  fo c u ses  o n  th e  
c h a n g in g  s ta te  o f  th e s e  g lac ie rs  a n d  th e  e ffec ts  o f  a s so c ia te d  c lim a te  c h a n g e s  o n  a  w id e  va rie ty  

o f  e n v iro n m e n ts  (in clud ing  m o u n ta in s , rivers, d e se rts ,  o c e a n s  a n d  seas) a n d  a lso  p lan ts  a n d  
an im als . For e x am p le , a t  t im e s  th e  S ahara  w as g re e n  a n d  co lo n ized  by h u m an s , a n d  Lake C had 
co v ered  350 ,000  k m 2 (an a re a  la rg e r th a n  th e  U n ited  K ingdom ). W h at h a p p e n e d  d u rin g  th e  
ice a g e  c an  on ly  b e  re c o n s tru c te d  from  th e  tra c e s  th a t  a re  left in th e  g ro u n d . T he w o rk  o f  th e  
g e o sc ie n tis t  is sim ilar t o  th a t  o f  a  d e te c t iv e  w h o  h a s  to  re c o n s tru c t t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  e v e n ts  from  
c irc u m stan tia l ev id e n ce . T he b o o k  d raw s o n  th e  spec ia lism s a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  a u th o rs  w h o  
a re  e x p e r ts  o n  th e  g lacial h is to ry  o f  th e  Earth.

R e a d e r s h ip :  This b o o k  is ideal fo r u n d e rg ra d u a te  a n d  p o s tg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  s tu d y in g  th e  
Q u a tern a ry , re se a rc h e rs  a n d  a n y o n e  in te re s te d  in c lim a te  c h a n g e , e n v iro n m en ta l c h a n g e  a n u  
g e o lo g y . T he b o o k  p ro v id es  a  rich co llec tio n  o f  i llu stra tio n s a n d  p h o to g ra p h s  to  h e lp  th e  re ad e r 
v isua lise  th e  d ra m a tic  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  g lac ie r e x p a n s io n s  d u rin g  th e  Ice Age.
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