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This book and the accompanying C D-RO M  provide a statement o f our knowledge and 

understanding o f engineering geology as applied to  the urban environment a t the  start of 

the 21st century. In particular, this volume demonstrates that:

•  w orking standards originally developed nationally are becoming internationalized;

•  risk assessment, rather than just assessment o f hazards, is driving decision-making;

•  geo-environmental change, w hether climatically o r anthropogenically driven, is becoming 

better understood; ,
• greater use o f underground space is being made;

•  the  relentless advance o f in form ation technology is providing new opportunities for 

engineering geologists to  in terpret and visualize the  subsurface.

This book shows tha t in developed and developing countries alike, engineering geolgists are 

increasingly exchanging ideas and learning from  each other in a genuine tw o-w ay process. 

These ideas w ill contribute significantly to  the sustainable development o f both new and 

long-established urban environments world-w ide.

Visit our online bookshop: http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/bookshop 

Geological Society w e b  site: http://w ww .geolsoc.org.uk

Cover illustration:

The cartoon depiction o f  some o f D ubai's iconic build ings shows 

tha t, no m atte r w h a t bu ild ing o r  construction is envisaged, the  

com plexity o f the  ground m ust be investigated and understood 
to  ensure safe and e ffic ie n t urban development.

(Image credit: T. W . Spink).
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