
S truc tu re  and  Usage T rouble  Spots handled  in Units.
Unit 1 
Unit 2 
Unit 3 
Unit 4 
Unit 5 
Unit 6 
Unit 7 
Unit 8 
Unit 9

Unit 10

Unit 11 

Unit 12

Unit 13

Unit 14

Unit 15

Verbs
Verbs
P ronouns
N o u n s an d  N u m b ers
Modifiers
M odifie rs
C om para tives
C o n n ec to rs
S p ecia l T rou b le  S p o ts  1
P resen t/P e rfec t/M o d a ls  
P assives 
N oun  C lauses 
In fin itives
S p ecia l T rou b le  S p o ts  2
A d jec tiv es /N eg a tiv e , A c tiv e , Passive
In v ers io n /N eg a tiv e , E m p h a sis
P ro n o u n s - R e flex iv e  an d  R ecip rocal
C o n n ec to rs
C o n secu tiv es
C lass ifica tio n s
U sage T rou b le  S p o ts
V erbs - P o in t o f  V iew

P ast V erbs/P ast A dverbs 
A g reem en t - 
Verb and S ub jec t 
C o llec tiv e  S u b jec t an d  V erb 
M o d ified  S u b jec t an d  V erb 
N oun  an d  P ro n o u n  A g re em en t 
Im p erso n a l P ro n o u n  A g re em en t 
In tro d u c to ry  V erbal M od ifie rs 
D ang ling  M od ifie rs 
M isp laced  P arts  o f  S en ten ces 
P ara lle l S tru c tu re  - 
In  S eries  
A fte r  In c lu s iv es
T au to lo g y  - W ords too  m a n y  an d  w ords to  few !
U n n ecessa ry  M o d ifie rs  
U n n ecessa ry  re p e titio n  o f  w o rd s  o r  ideas 
N eed less  rep e titio n  o f  N o u n s by  P ro n o u n s 
W ord iness
O m iss io n  o f  N ecessa ry  W ords
W ord C h o ice  - C o n fu s in g  V erb s-R aise /R ise -L a y /L ie -L e t/L ea v e  
In fo rm a l a n d  F o rm al W ords



S tru c tu re  and  Usage Trouble Spots Reference List

N u m b e r  Unit
1 T h e  2 n d  V erb - G eru n d s , 1

In fin itiv es  and V erb W ords
2  T h e  P ast T ense an d  P ast P a rtic ip le  1 1
3 N ecessity  /  tw o  fo rm s 1
4  A b ility  /  tw o  fo rm s 1
5  P ast C u s to m  /  tw o  fo rm s 1
6  M ust /  S pec ia l fo rm s 1
7  U n fu lfil led  D esire s  in the  P ast 1
8 A d v isa b ility  1 '
9  C a u sa tiv es  1

10 Q u es tio n  F o rm s - In v ita tio n s  /  C u s to m s 1
11 P re fe re n ce  1
12 C o n d itio n a ls  - I f  1
13 W ish ing  1
14 C o n tra ry  to  fac t s ta te m en ts  1
15 S u b ju n c tiv e  th a t c lau se s  /  S pec ia l V erbs a n d  N o u n s  1
16 Im p erso n a l C o n s tru c tio n s  1
17 A ffirm a tiv e  A g re em en t 2
18 N ega tive  A g re em en t 2
19 N eg a tiv e  Im p era tiv es  2
20  Tag Q u es tio n s  2
21 T ag  Q u es tio n s  - S p ec ia l 2
22  T ag  Q u es tio n s  - A m b ig u o u s  2
23 S u b jec t an d  O b je c t P ro n o u n s  3
24  P o ssess iv e  P ro n o u n s  3
25 R e la tiv e  P ro n o u n s  - P eo p le  3
2 6  R e la tiv e  P ro n o u n s  - T h in g s  3
27  O b jec t P ro n o u n s  fo llo w in g  P re p o s itio n s  3
28 N o u n s an d  N u m b ers  4
2 9  N o u n s  - C o u n ta b le  an d  U n co u n ta b le  4
3 0  M o d ifie rs  - D ates 5
31 N o u n s fu n c tio n in g  a s  A d jec tiv e s  5
32  H y p h en a ted  A d jec tiv e s  5
33 C a u se  an d  R esu lt - S o  an d  S u ch  5
34  S u ffic ien c y  o f  P u rp o se  - E n ough  5
35  (a ) A d v erb s  o f  M a n n e r - R e g u la r  5
35  (b ) A d v erb s  o f  M a n n e r - Irre g u la r  6
36  V erbs o f  the  S en ses  (A d jec tiv es  in p lace  o f  A d v erb s)  6
37 T im e M o d ifie rs  - F o r /  S in ce  6
38  N oun  C o m p ara tiv es  7
39 M u ltip le  C o m p ara tiv es  7
4 0  A d jec tiv e  C o m p ara tiv es  7
41 M ore  C o m p ara tiv es  7



U nit
7
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
9
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1 0
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1 1
II
1 1

1 2

1 2
1 2

1 2
1 2

12

1 2

13
13
14

15

15

15

P seu d o  C o m p ara tiv es
C o n n ec to rs  /  In c lu s iv es  an d  E x c lu siv es
P u rpose C o n n ec to rs
C ause  C o n n ec to rs
Q uestion  W ord C o n n ec to rs
C o n d itio n  an d  U n ex p e c te d  R e su lt C o n n ec to rs
P resen t - P e rfe c t - M o d a l R ev iew

P ass iv es  -  A g en ts  an d  M eans
N oun  C lauses
In fin itiv es  - E x ce ss  an d  P u rp o se
A d jec tiv es  - N eg a tiv e , A ctiv e , P assive
Inv ersio n  - V erb /S ub jec t
P ro n o u n s - R e flex iv e  an d  R ecip rocal
C o n n ec to rs  R ev iew
C onsecu tives
C lass ific a tio n s  - K in d  an d  Type

Usage T rouble Spots

P o in t o f  V iew  -  V erbs 

P ast V erbs a n d  ‘th a t’
P ast V erbs and P ast A dverbs
A g re em en t /  V erb an d  S u b jec t
In d e fin ite  o r  C o lle c tiv e  S u b jec t an d  Verb
M o d ifie d  S u b jec t an d  V erb A g re em en t

S u b jec t w ith  A cc o m p an im en t an d  V erb A g reem en t
N o u n  an d  P ro n o u n  A g re em en t

S u b jec t an d  P o ssess iv e  P ro n o u n  A g re em en t
Im p erso n a l P ro n o u n  A g reem en t
D an g lin g  M o d ifie rs
M isp lac ed  P arts  o f  S en te n ce s

P ara lle l S tru c tu re  in  a  S eries
U n n ec essa ry  M o d ifie rs  /  W ord iness /(W o rd s to o  m an y ) 
O m iss io n  o f  N ec essa ry  W ords (W ords to o  few )
W ord C h o ice  /  C o n fu s in g  V erbs
R a ise  an d  R ise  /  L ay  an d  L ie  /  L et an d  L eave

C o n fu sin g  W ords an d  Id iom s


