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Few  subjects have caught the atten tion  o f  the en tire w orld  as m uch as those dealing w ith natural 
hazards. The first decade o f  th is new  m illennium  provides a litany o f  trag ic  exam ples o f  such hazards 
tha t have affected  m illions o f  ind iv iduals around the g lobe. T he hum an losses (som e 225.000 people) 
associated w ith the 2004 Indian O cean earthquake and tsunam i, the econom ic co sts  (exceeding 100 
billion U SD ) o f  H urricane K atrina in 2005 . the co llec tive  social im pacts o f  tragedies experienced 
during the 2008 S ichuan. C h in a  earthquake and  landslides, all provide repetitive rem inders that w e‘ 

•are ail but tem porary  guests occupying a very dynam ic  planet.

F ew er subjects share the  true in terd iscip linary  dependency that characterizes the fie ld  o f  natural 
hazards. From  geology  and geophysics, to eng ineering  and  em ergency  response, to  social psychology 
and econom ics, the study o f  natural hazards draw s input from  an im pressive suite o f  unique and 
previously  independent specializations. N atural hazards provide a com m on platform  to  reduce 
d iscip linary  boundaries and facilita te  a beneficial synergy in the provision o f  tim ely  and  useful 
inform ation and action on the critical sub jec t m atter.

As social norm s change regarding the concep t o f  acceptab le  risk  and  hum an m igration leads to 
і an explosion  in the num ber o f  m egacities, coastal over-crow ding  and  unm anaged habitation in 

precarious environm ents such as m ountainous slopes, the  vulnerability  o f  people  to  natural hazards 
increases d ram atically . C oup led  w ith the concerns o f  chang ing  clim ates, the subject o f  natural 
hazards rem ains on the forefront o f  issues that affect all people, nations and  environm ents all the 
tim e. At the start o f  a new  decade, in the first few  m onths o f  2010 alone a m agnitude 7 earthquake 
near Port au P rince. H aiti k illed  an estim ated  2 30 .000  people, exposed  the inadequacies o f  their 
in frastructu re  and  em ergency  response capacity  and  v irtually  c ripp led  an en tire  nation: w hereas in 
con trast a m onth  la ter a sign ifican tly  larger m agnitude 8.8 earthquake o ff  the coast o f  C hile prov ided 
a sober lesson that those  areas w ith a long history o f  exposu re  to natural hazards are  indeed much 
m ore capable  to cope w ith the consequences o f  unexpected  even ts. Shortly  th ereafter the  eruptive 
ev en ts  from  E y jatja lla joku ll vo lcano  in Iceland virtually  para lyzed  a ir  traffic in the  U nited K ingdom 
and  W estern  Europe fo r days. T ravellers fro m  around  the w orld  w ere im pacted  and inconvenienced. 
The econom ic repercussions w ere sign ifican t an d  all na tions qu ick ly  realized  how  unprepared they 
are  to natural hazards occu rring  outside o f  th e ir  borders.

T he E ncyclopedia  o f  N a tu ra l H azards  e ffec tively  cap tures and  in tegrates contribu tions from  an 
in ternational portfo lio  o f  a lm ost 300 specialists w hose range o f  expertise  addresses o v er 330 topics 
pertinent to the field o f  natural hazards. D iscip linary  barriers are  overcom e in this com prehensive 
treatm ent o f  the subject m atter. C lea r illustrations and  co lo u r im ages enhance  the prim ary aim 
to  com m unicate  and educate . T he inclusion  o f  a series o f  "c lassic  case study" even ts interspersed 
th roughout the volum e p rovides tangib le  exam ples linking concepts, issues and solutions. This 
treatise w ill rem ain  a standard  reference  o f  choice fo r m any years.
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