
Contents

Acknowledgements З
Using this book 4

L earn ing  a b o u t  co llo ca tio n s
1
2
3
4
5
6

Introducing collocations 
Strong, fixed and  weak collocations 
G ram m atical categories of collocation 
Using your dictionary and o ther resources 
Finding and  w orking on  collocations in texts 
Register

V arie tie s  o f co llo ca tio n s
7 M etaphor
8 Intensifying and softening adverbs
9 M ake and verbs th a t mean make

10 Com m unicating
11 C ollocations w ith phrasal verbs

fo o t the bill, heavy burden, run into trouble 
deeply offensive, spotlessly clean, w ildly inaccurate 
m ake a contribution, m ake a habit of, turn in a profit 
generally speaking, talk business, get a message across 
take up office, w ork up an appetite, see o f f  an 
intruder

Topics: w o rk  a n d  s tu d y
12 W orking life
13 N ew  em ploym ent
14 T houghts and ideas
15 Business reports
16 C ustom er services
17 Student life
18 W riting essays, assignm ents and 

reports

Topics: le isu re  an d  lifes ty le
19 Social life
20 Talking
21 News

22 C urren t affairs

23 Festivals and celebrations
24 Advertisements and fashion
25 Traffic and driving
26 Travel and adventure
27 Sport
28 Plans and decisions

29 Film and book reviews

m ake a living, take up a post, m ove up the ladder 
fit the jo b  description, land a new  job, menial tasks 
bear in m ind, w idespread belief, jum p  to conclusions 
fierce com petition, stim ulate grow th, h ike in prices 
fit fo r  purpose, kick up a fuss, grounds fo r  complaint 
gifted  child, m ature student, thirst for knowledge 
w orking hypothesis, confront issues, critical analysis

call for a celebration, social whirl, p lay host to 
juicy gossip, broach the subject, opening gam bit 
declare independence, reach agreement, bow  
to  pressure
refuse point-blank, decline to  com ment, gauge 
reaction
date back to, m ovable feast, propose a toast
set the trend, fashion victim , flawless com plexion
lengthy delays, grind the gears, bear left
get itchy feet, o f f  the beaten track, leg o f  the journey
keep in shape, reach fever pitch, score an ow n  goal
toy  w ith an idea, tentative suggestion, deciding
factor
star-studded cast, g low ing reviews, ho ld  one’s 
attention

English Collocations in Use Advanced I



Topics: t h e  m o d e rn  w o rld

30 Regulations and  authority

31 T he environm ent
32 Town and country  life
33 Personal finance
34 The economy

35 Social issues

36 Science and technology

37 H ealth  and medicine
38 Crim inal justice

39 W ar and peace

Topics: p eo p le
40 Friendship
41 Youth and age
42 Celebrities and heroes
43 Criticising people
44 References
45 Appearance and personality

Basic c o n c e p ts
46 Time and space
47  Sound
48 M aking things easier
49 Difficulty
50 Q uantity  and size
51 Change

F u n ctio n s
52 Stopping and starting
53 Cause and effect
54 Describing groups and  am ounts
55 C om paring and  contrasting

56 M aking an effort
57 Social English
58 Discussing issues

59 Negative situations and  feelings
60 Positive situations and feelings

Key
Index

minimise danger, grant permission, faceless 
bureaucrats
dum p waste, searing heat, o ffse t carbon emissions 
back o f  beyond, rural idyll, urban regeneration 
clear one’s debts, agreed credit limit, identity theft 
curb inflation, safeguard one’s interests, 
plum m eting  profits
antisocial behaviour, dysfunctional family, unfit 
fo r  hum an habitation
harness technology, cutting edge design, wireless 
hotspots
build  up resistance, adverse reaction, shake o f f  a cold 
custodial sentences, beyond reasonable doubt, 
trum ped-up charges
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