Contents

Acknowledgements Vi

Introduction 1
1 Themes and issues 7
2 Notes on the discourse of ‘race’ 38
3 Imperial culture: the primitive, the savage

and white civilization 55
4 ‘Miscegenation’ and the perils of ‘passing’: films

from the 1950s and 1960s 84
5 Family life 115
6 Representing reality and ‘the black experience’

in 1970s Britain 133
7 British cinema into the 1980s 153
8 ‘Race’, identity and cultural criticism 175

Notes 193

Bibliography 204

Films cited 217



Index

Absolute Beginners (1986) 131,
166, 184

Africa 8,21,38,41,45,51,55, 56,
60, 62, 63, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69,
70, 73-4 75,79, 80,81,83, 89,
117, 124, 143, 157, 169

anthropology 55, 119

Asia 38, 56, 58, 83, 89, 157, 169

Attilie, Martine 138

audience 3, 10, 15,67,71,72,94,
99, 104, 105, 121, 135, 144, 152,
156, 172, 191

Babylon (1980) 11, 149

Bailey, David A. 134

Baldwin s Nigger (1968) 133

Beckles, H. McD. 47, 193n

Belsey, C. 35, 58

Bhabha, H. K. 24, 26-30, 58, 65,
81, 121, 144

The Birth ofa Nation (1915) 9, 95,
195n

black cultural criticism 187

The Black Emperor 75

Black Joy (\911) 7, 11, 131, 133,
142, 145, 149-51, 152, 173, 179,
185, 186, 188

Black Power 25, 133, 137

black youth 140, 141, 146, 148,
149

blackness 1,4, 11, 16, 19, 20, 32,
45,76, 86, 94,96,96, 100, 115,
142, 151, 161, 170, 171, 180,
181, 182, 183

Blackwood, M. 138

Bland, L. 50

Bogle, D. 8, 10, 73, 74, 79, 95

Bridges, L. 202n

Bristow, J. 60, 63, 196n, 197n

British cinema 4, 10, 11, 56, 85f,
153, 175, 176, 184, 187, 189

Britishness 158, 163

Burning an Illusion (1981) 2, 12,
131, 142, 145, 147, 152, 153,
155-61, 173, 179, 185, 186, 188

Caribbean 83, 89, 117, 118, 137,
143, 147, 151, 157, 169

Carby, H. 15, 2()2n

Cohen, P. 39

Cohen, S. 89

colonialism 7, 8, 10, 15, 20, 23, 30,
33, 38, 53, 55-6, 58, 65, 70, 82,
83, 115, 175, 176, 177, 186, 188

Commonwealth Immigrants Bill
103

The Cook, the Thief. His Wife. Her
Lover(1989) 22

Countryman (1982) 12

craniology 43

Cripps, T. 8

The Crying Game (1992) 197n,
203n

culture clash 146

Dabydeen. D. 194n
Darwin, C. 51, 119



220 Index

Davis, A. 13, 137, 140

denial 31, 32, 64, 181

diaspora 29, 51, 112,219, 223,
235,240,241,261,264, 290,
304, 305,306,317

discourse of ‘race' 2, 5, 38f, 173

Doane, M. A. 18-20, 95, 130, 176

Dreaming Rivers (1988) 22

Dyer, R. 32,73,81, 100, 185,
197n, 198n

essentialism 8, 9, 94, 99, 144, 160,
174, 188

eugenics 50-52, 87

Europe 19, 187, 188

family 4, 14,91,92, 109, 113,
140M)1, 146

Fanon, F. 18, 19, 24-5, 26-9, 30,
40, 44,72, 93, 102, 114, 144,
167, 178

Fatal Beauty (\9S7) 203n

femininity 15, 20, 32, 37, 44, 46,
47,53,55,61,62-5,66,71,75,
99, 106, 115, 122, 150, 155, 165,
175, 178, 182

feminism 6, 13-15, 176-81

feminist film criticism 15-22, 33

fetishistic scopophilia 15, 121, 171

Flame in the Streets (1961) 2, 11,
53, 84, 86, 101-10, 111, 115,
118, 131, 148, 179, 184

For Queen and Country (1988)
197n

Freud, S. 15, 18, 19,20-1,22-3,
24, 27, 29, 30, 63, 64, 178

Fryer,?. 42, 44, 194n, 195n

Gates, H. L. Jr 143

Gilman, S. L. 19, 24, 30, 31-2, 39,
42,46,47,49,51,68, 193n,
194n, 195n

Gilroy, P. 90, 117, 177, 199n

Goldberg, D. T. 41,42, 44, 66, 92,
182

Gone With the Wind (1939) 198n

Gould, S.J. 42, 51, 195n

Gutzmore, C. 202n

Haggard, H. R. 63, 69

Hall, C. 197n

Hall, S. 52, 111, 113, 134, 141,
148, 162, 188, 192, 202n

Handsworth Songs (1986) 162,
194n, 203n

Harding, S. 42, 43

Haraway, D. 194n, 203n

Henriques, F. 193n, 199n

Hill, C. 89, 102-3, 195n, 199n,
200n

Hill, J. 12, 84, 109, 111, 112, 116

Hiro, D. 202n

Heavens Above (1963) 87, 148

Hollywood 10, 21, 94, 149

homophobia 186, 304

hooks, b. 13,22, 135, 137, 144,
169, 171, 176, 180, 192

identity 28, 29, 52, 53, 58, 65, 72,
114, 92,94, 96, 109, 122, 136,
140, 148, 159, 160-1, 163, 175f

ideology 33, 35, 56, 58, 65, 77,
134

Imitation ofLife (1959) 95, 98,
198n, 200n

immigration 3, 85, 87, 91, 103-4,
116-18, 136, 146

imperialism 33, 56, 58, 86

interracial sexual relations 4, 5,
25-6, 38, 44f, 51, 62, 65,67, 84,
88, 89,93, 102, 115, 124, 166,
168-9, 190

Jemima and Johnny (1964) 198n
Jones, C. 137
Jungle Fever (1992) 203n

King Kong (1933) 203n

Kings Go Forth (1958) 200n

King Solomon 's Mines (1937) 57,
62, 68, 90

Kovel, J. 25-6, 30, 183

Lawrence, E. 146-7

Leo the Last (1969) 2, 104, 114,
115f, 148, 179, 184, 193n

Little, K. 23-4, 89

Lethal Weapon 3 (1990) 198n



Look Back in Anger (1959) 86, 108

Lookingfor Langston (1988) 22,
162

Lost Boundaries (1949) 94, 200n

Love Thy Neighbour (1973) 20In

The L-Shaped Room (1962) 108,
112

MacCabe, C. 34-5, 134, 194n

Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome
(1985) 19n

Mahogany (1\915) 203n

Malcolm X 137, 141, 156

masculinity 37, 43, 55, 60-2, 66,
75, 124, 136-8, 150-1, 163,
178-9

Memmi, A. 40, 80, 186

Men of Two Worlds (1946) 55,
82-3,90, 185

Mercer, K. 34, 35, 158-9, 160-1,
162

Michael X 141

Mona Lisa (1986) 2, 12, 22, 124,
131, 148, 166-73, 179, 184

Mullard, C. 202n

Mulvey, L. 15-17,26

My Beautiful Launderette (1985)
12,22, 190

new racism 154, 173

Night o fthe Quarter Moon (1959)
200n

North American Production Code
67

orientalism 56-7, 78

Otherness 5, 7, 18,21,23, 26, 30,
32, 39. 43,52, 55, 57, 65, 68,
71,83, 116, 127-30, 153, 165-6,
170, 178, 182, 193

Ove, H. 133, 142, 155, 162, 163,
201n

Pajaczkowska, C. 53, 138, 172,
181

epassing’ 137, 138, 151-9, 161,
164, 170, 174, 180, 208

The Passion of Remembrance
(1986) 162, 194n

Index 221

Pieterse, J. N. 123, 142-4

Pines, J. 11, 85, 112, 117, 149, 161

Pinky (1949) 200n

Playing Away (1986) 2, 147, 148,
153, 162-5 185, 188, 194n

Pool of London (1950) 148

Powell, E. 131, 117

Pressure (1974) 2, 11, 115, 118,
131, 133, 136”10, 141-2, 145,
148, 150, 151, 152, 153, 155,
157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 165,
173, 178, 179, 185, 188

primitivism 56, 57-8, 79

projection 19, 30, 182

The Proud Valley 83

psychoanalytic theory 5, 15-17,
18-20, 22-30,31. 176

racial difference 2, 4, 7, 10, 12, 19,
20, 23,27, 29,31,38, 40-2, 46,
59,71,83, 86-7, 89, 95, 100,
103, 112, 122, 151, 163, 176,
180, 181, 188

racialized discourses 13, 38, 39,
55, 62, 175, 182, 300

racism 8, 9, 12-14, 17,20, 23-6,
31,40,41,43, 46, 66, 73,90,
95,97, 102, 109, 110, 111, 114,
116-17, 124, 126, 131, 137-9,
145, 146, 151, 153, 163, 165,
171-2, 174, 182, 185, 187, 189,
190, 192

Raiders ofthe Lost Ark (1981) 21

realism 8-9, 33-7, 109, 111, 132,
134-6, 159, 190-2

representation 4, 5, 7-12, 14, 16,
17, 19-22, 24, 26,31,34, 36,
37, 50, 52-3, 55, 59, 62-7, 69,
71,72, 106, 130, 137-40, 142-3,
150, 162, 169, 177-8, 182"1,
186, 190

Rhodes o fAfrica (1936) 56

Rich, P. B. 85, 87-8, 103-4, 194n,
199n

Richards, J. 68, 69-70, 197n

Rising Damp (1980) 201In

Robeson, P. 68, 70, 72, 73, 75, 79,
197n

Room at the Top (1959) 108, 112



222 Index

Rugg, A. 151

Said, E 56-7, 58, 78

Sanders ofthe River (1935) 55, 56,
57, 62, 68, 80, 82, 183

Sapphire (1959) 2, 11, 84, 86, 91,
92, 93-101, 108, 111-14, 115,
116, 118, 131, 179, 184, 185,
189, 200n

Scandal (1988) 166, 184

sexuality 2, 4, 5, 13-15, 16, 18,
21-3, 33, 38, 42, 44, 45-8,49,
51,53, 55, 58,62, 64-5,67, 68,
75,81-3,86, 87-91,96, 99-100,
102, 104-6, 107-9, 112, 114,
116, 124, 133, 145, 151, 169-72,
175, 176-80. 183, 189, 190

She’s Gotta Have It (1986) 22

Shohat, E. 20-1, 23, 60, 64

Showboat (\951) 200n

Simba (1955) 57,81,90, 183

slavery 10, 14, 15,20, 30,41,45,
47-8, 64, 169

Something Wild (1986) 195n

The Song of Freedom (1936) 55,
57,71-9, 80, 82, 83, 106, 183,
185, 197n

South Africa 74, 83, 88

Stepan, N. L. 42, 116, 197n

stereotypes 8, 9, 14, 23, 26, 29-32,
37, 55, 58, 59, 86, 90, 108, 125,
126, 143, 151, 165, 185, 193n

Tarzan 72, 90, 203n

A Taste ofHoney (1961) 86. 91,
108, 112, 131

Ten Bob in Winter (1963) 198n

Torgovnick, M. 45, 57-8, 120,
127, 196n

Trading Places (1983) 203n

To Sir With Love (1966) 105

Vamp (1986) 195n
Vaughan, J. 69
voyeurism 121-3, 171

Wallace, M. 13, 21, 137, 176-7,
178-9, 180, 202n

Walvin, J. 45-6, 117, 194n, 195n,
198n, 200n

West, C. 181, 202n

whiteness 4. 17, 19, 24, 27, 32-3,
43, 52-3, 57, 58, 68, 94-6,
100-1, 106, 115, 125, 127-130,
131, 132, 142-4, 151, 163, 175,
181-2, 184, 186, 189, 192

Young, L. 53, 138, 172, 181, 185



