Contents

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

INTRODUCTION

Animal Rights— Ten Years Back
Enthusiasm and Hostility
Various Deficiencies

1 BLESSING AND CURSE

The Divine Generosity

Intrinsic Value

The Freedom o f Being

Divine Disappointment

The Sad Uncomprehending Dark
Travail and Futility

Reverence for Life
Anthropocentricity or Theocentricity
Contemplating the Harmony

2 DOMINION AND COVENANT

An Ambiguous Tradition
Dominion or Despotism?
A Christological Challenge
The Neglect o f Covenant
Covenant as Community
Covenant as Redemption
Animal Souls

3 SACRIFICE AND PEACE

The Rationale o f Sacrifice
The Challenge o fJesus

22

40



Christianity and the Rights o f Animals

The Sacrifice o f Love

The Prince o f Peace

The Kingdom o f Peace
Making Peace with Creation

4 THE CLAIMS OF ANIMALS

The Religious Debate about Animals
Animals as Human Property

The Soulless Non-Human

Warfare Among the Non-Human
Animals as Automata

5 THE THEOS-RIGHTS OF ANIMALS

The Rightless Non-Human
Arguments Against Rights
(a) Rights language is untheological
(b) Animals have no duties
(c) Animals are not persons
(d) Vegetable rights?
(e) Stewardship not rights
(f) Rights resolve no conflicts
(9) Only God can defend his rights
Theologically Qualified Rights
The Significance o f Theos-Rights

6 WAYS OF LIBERATION (1)

Registering a Problem
Theological Moralizing

Vision and Humility
Liberation from Wanton Injury

Liberation from Institutionalized Suffering

(@) Intensive farming
(b) Painful experimentation
(c) Fur-trapping

7 WAYS OF LIBERATION (lI)

Liberation from Oppressive Control
(a) Captive animals

Contents

(b) Companion animals

(c) Culling and control
Liberation from Primary Products of Slaughter
Liberation from By-Products of Slaughter
Living in Peace

APPENDIX: CHURCH STATEMENTS ON ANIMALS
1956-86 150

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland, 1956

Lambeth Conference, 1968

Cardinal Heenan, Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Westminster, 1970

National Assembly o f the Church of England, 1970

Man and Nature Report, 1975

Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr Donald Coggan), 1977

General Synod o f the Church of England, 1977

Church and Nation Report ofthe Church of Scotland,
1978

Methodist Conference, 1980

Animals and Ethics Report, 1980

Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr Robert Runde), 1981

Society o f Friends London Yearly Meeting, 1981

Pope John Paul 11, 1982

Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr Robert Runde), 1982

Minister-General o f the Society of St Francis (Brother
Geoffrey, SSF), 1984

Archbishop of York (Dr John Habgood), 1986

NOTES 159
GUIDE TO FURTHER READING 185
INDEX 192



