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input component 352

integrative approach 300

integrative-sociolinguistic trend 299

interdisciplinary nature of 297

output component 352

psychometric-communicative trend 299

psychometric principles 352

psychometric-structuralist trend 299

publications for xi

relation to language acquisition research

and language teaching 2-3

research agenda 12-13

sociolinguistic principles 352
language testing research

challenges to 352-3

future directions 333-48

goals 13, 155
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language test performance
affgctedgby individual attributes 113-14,
77-

effect of cognitive characteristics 274-7
effect of cultural context 272—3
effectof prior knowledge of content 132,

factors that affect 163-6

general model 348-50

need for theoretical framework of affecting
factors 316

variation across different testing situations

language test research

highest priority 334
language test scores

factors that affect 163-6,348-9

sources of variation 350 (8.2)
language use

defined 83

model of 103 (4.3)
Ianguage use tasks

identification of authentic 332
latent trait theory, see item response theory
length of test

reliability differences 220
levels of measurement, see scales of

measurement
lexical competence 87, 97
limitations in observation and quantification
32-40

limitations in specification 30-2
limitations on measures 30—40
linguistic encoding 84
logical task analysis 155,270
LOGIST 231 (n 22)

macro-evaluation 58
manipulative functions 93
mastery level
as domain score indicative of minimal
competence 214-15
mastery/nonmastery classifications
dependability of 214-20
errors in 214—5
estimating dependability 216-20
mastery test 61,70
mean
defined 166
use in computing reliability coefficients 176
measure
ambiguity of the term 51 (n 3)
measurement
definition 18-19
impressionistic approaches 50 (n 1)
operationist approach 309
relatiogslhips to tests and evaluation

use in social sciences51 (n 2)
measurementerror 167,170-2

considered random by CTS model 187

estimates at each ability level 208

random 164

and reliability 24
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measurement error (cont.)
sources of 161-4
systematic 164,187,222-6
see also reliability; standard error of
measurement
measurement instruments
distinguished from test 20-1
measurement models
applications to analysis of language test
scores 298
measurement scales, see scales of
measurement
measurement steps 40-9
relevance for development of language tests

relevance to interpretation of test results
measurement theory 11
applications to language testing 6-8,
296-9,352-3
measurement units
definition of 44-5
metalinguistic response 129
metaphors 98
micro-evaluation 58
microscale 231 (n 22)
minimum competency testing 214,
232 (n 30), 338-9
mode of discourse 95
Modern Language Aptitude Test 72
Modern Language Centre ofthe Ontario
Insitute for Studies in Education 69
MTMM, see multitrait-multimethod
multiple-choice 115-16
multiple-choice reading test
strategies of test takers 269
multiple regression analysis
application in EFL proficiency test 265
multitrait-multimethod correlation matrices
analysis0f263-5
multitrait-multimethod design 263-5
relationship among traits, methods and
measures 264

native language background
as source of bias in language tests 277
nativelike way 97
native speaker
applied linguistics view of 343-4
performance of 248-9
native speaker norms 38—40,52 (n 9)
negative information 136
seealso information
nominal scale 27
noise test experiments 145
nonreciprocal input and response 149-50
see also input and response
nonreciprocal language use
defined 149-50
nonreciprocal language performance
150 (5.3)
nonreciprocal test tasks 150
normal distribution 72-3,73 (3.6)
normgroup 72

norm-referenced approach to measurement
inadequate for developing common
measures 340
norm-referenced reliability
as special case of criterion-referenced
reliability 221
norm-referenced test59,72-4
as distinguished from criterion-referenced
test 75-6
interpretation 72-4
norm-referenced testing 7-8
norm-referenced test scores
contextual applicability 211
interpretation 210
NR, see norm-referenced

objective test 76
observed score
relationship to true and error score
167 (6.2§|, 169 (6.3)
factors affecting 165 (6.1), 167 (6.2)
as indicators o f domain scores 212,219
observed score variance 192
odd-even method 173
one parameter model 205
Ontario Test of English as a Second Language
w.3ro
operational definitions 42—4
related to interpretation of test results 48-9
related to test development 46-7
relationships with theoretical definitions
and test scores 46 (2.3)
OPI, see Oral Proficiency Interview
oral communication test
with pictures 146
oral discourse 88
oral interview 5,76,115
effects on performance 111
as example of performance test 77
inauthentic conversation example 321
measuring consistency 185-6
as reciprocal 151
reliability and validity 241
sources of error 184
Oral Interview Test of Communicative
Proficiency in English 129,325-9
oral proficiency
interactive/ability approach 325—30
as label for language ability 243
real life approach 325-30
Oral Proficiency Interview 325-9
orderzeﬁd in magnitude (measurement scales)

ordering

in interval scales 28

in ordinal scales 28
ordinal scale 28

comparison with interval scales 28 (2.2)
organizational competence 42,87-9

parallel forms reliability 182—3
parallel tests
correlations between ones not
experimentally independent 170 (6.4)



definition 168

usein definin% reliability 168-9
passage effect 138
path diagram 164-5
Pennsylvania Study 354
performance

versus competence 52 (n 8)
performance style 85-6
performance test 77,225

definition 304-5

degrees of directness 305
perlocutionary acts 90
perlocutionary effects

of language competencies 90-1
phatic language 93
Pimsleur Language Aptitude Battery 72
placement test 70

based on content objectives of the program

59
based on theory of language proficiency
59

bases for 59
as example of application of
generalizability theory 189
regarded as broad-band diagnostic test 60
relative stability of enrollments as a factor
in developmentand use 59-60
planted encounter 314
post-test
in experimental designs 267
power test 120,123
pragmatic characteristics of tests 140-5
pragmatic competence 42,86, 89-98,256
as example of steps in measurement 45-6
rating scale 327 (8.1b)
pragmatic expectancy grammar 4,302
pragmatic mapping 4,106
pragmatics
two aspects of 89
pragmatic test o
similar to authenticity 316-17
precision of measurement 207-9
prediction
role of indeterminacy 252
predictive utility, see predictive validity
predictive validity 250-4,302
consideration of abilities measured
250-1
of direct proficiency tests 306
prescriptive norms 3
production strategy 99
proficiency 16 (n 2)
in criterion-referenced scales 341-2
proficiency test 71
proficiency testing
directand indirect tests 304
progress test 70
propositional act 90
propositional content of tests 1309
pseudo-chance parameter 204-5
psychometric analysis 299
psychometric theory, see measurement theory
psychometric test 74
psychophysiological mechanisms 84,107
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quantification 19
quantifying observations 44-5

random error
different from systematic error 223
reduced by standardizing test method
facets 224
randomization 266
Rasch model 205
rating scale
developmentof36,44-5
precision 36-7
ratio scale 29-30
readiness test 58,70
use of 60
reading comprehension test
focused on one discipline 224-5
requiring inference 10,105
real life approach 412
accommodations 313-15
compared with interactional/ability
approach 317,325-30
criticisms 0f 308-12
disadvantages of 330-1
three basic tenets of 303
as useful for guiding practical test
development 330
validity of direct tests 305-7
real-life language use 9-10
ways of observing 314
real-life performance 301
reciprocal input and response 148—9
seealso input and response
reciprocal language
defined 148-9
reciprocal language performance model
149(5.2)

reciprocal language use
interaction as characteristic 149
reciprocal tests 150
register 95
differences between written and spoken 95
sensitivin- to differences in 95-7
regulatory function 93
relativeness
of levels of performance 38
reliability
affected by cut-offscore 221
affected by length of test 220
affected by level of difficulty 220-1
affected by test score variance 220-1
classical true score approach 184-5
coefficients of 172
costs involved in assuring 57
defined 24
defined using proportion of observed score
variance to true score variance 170-1
defined usingscores on parallel tests 169
distinguished from validity 160-2,239-41
equivalence 182—3
as a matter of generalizability 188
parallel forms 182-3
practical considerations in the estimation
of 209
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as quality of test scores 24
relation to quantification of observations 49
relationship with validity 240 (7.1)
as reliable variance 239
as requirement for validity 160,238-9
remedial instruction 65-7
representational validity 306
requesting
strategies for 91
residual variance 193
resource grammar 85
response 116-17
actual response 125-6
definition 125-6
constructed response 129
degree of contextualization 131-4
dialect 142-3
distribution of new information 134-5
expected response, see expected response
illocutionary force 140-2
length of language sample 130
organizational character 139°10
re?ister 143-4
selected response 129
sociolinguistic characteristics 142
vocabulary 131
response, reciprocal, see reciprocal response
rhetorical organization 88
RL, see real life
rulesand procedures (measurement) 20
rule-space model 336-7

sampling
ot tasks from domain 311
scale calibration 345-6
end points 346-7
research 347-8
scales of measurement 26-30
scales of measurement, absolute, see absolute
scales of measurement
scoring
as influence of strategic competence on test
performance 105-6
second language acquisition 2-3,69,339
developmental sequence 3,339
selected response 129
selection tests 70
self-ratings 148
as indicators of language abilities 148
self-weighting 122
SEM, see standard error measurement
semi-directtest 127
sexism in language 16-17 (n 3)
similes
interpretation 98
SLA, see second language acquisition
sociocultural orientation 84
socioS;i‘{\gguistic competence 42,85, 87 (4.2),

scale 328 (8.1c)
sociolinguistic principle

of language testing research 335
sociosemantic basis of linguistic knowledge

sources of error
and approaches to estimating reliability
171-2
examination under classical test theory

exag]ination under generalizability theory
197

see also measurement error
SPEAK, see Speaking Proficiency in English
Assessment Kit
Speaking Proficiency in English Assessment
Kit 335-6

Spearman-Brown prophecy formula 174,
229 (n §)
Spearln?\%néBrown split-halfestimate 174-5,

speech acts
theory of 90
speech events
language used in different 112
speech production
psycholinguistic model 100
speededness 128-9
speeded tests 121,123
split-halfreliability coefficient 174-5
see also Spearman-Brown split-half;
Guttman split-half
split-half reliability estimates 172-5
difficulties in splitting tests 173-4
squared-error loss agreement indices 217-19
stability 181-2,184
standard deviation
defined 106,166
standard error of measurement 198-202
and band interpretations in criterion-
referenced measurement 219-20
confidence intervals 200 (6.5)
criterion-referenced 213-14
estimation from theorems of classical
measurement model 199-200
roup specific estimate 214
or individual test takers 213-4
standardization of test method 224
standardized test 74
standard setting 232 (n 30)
Standards for Educational and Psychological
Testing definition of validity 236
on face validity 286-7
statistical analysis 299
stimulus 116-17
strategic competence 84, 98-107
assessment component 100—
definition 99-100
execution component 103-4
function of 102
influence on language test performance
104-6
measurement of 106-7
planning component 101-2
style of discourse 96
subjective measure 51 (n 4)
subjective test 76
subjectivity
of language tests 37—8



summative evaluation 61,62
language proficiency measures needed 62
see also evaluation
syllabus
basis for test content 71 (3.5)
learning objectives as theoretical
definitions of abilities 46
systematic error 164,187,222-6
defined within context of generalizability
theory 222
different from random error 223
general effect 222 o
introduced by standardizing test method
facets 224
specific effect 222
seealso measurement error

tables of specifications 154
tailored test 150-1
task performance
strategies and styles 269-71
teaching methods
relation to testing methods 47
test
definition 202
as distinct from examination 50-1 (n 1)
distinguished from measurement
instrument 20-1
elicitation of specific behaviors 22
as means of identifying merit 280,284
relationships to measurement and
evaluation 23 (2.1)
test appeal 287-8
test authenticity, see authenticity
test bias 138, 166,271-9
and differences in group performance 271-
2

forms of 272
test consistency, see reliability
test content 71-2
defining 34-5
as important part of test development and
use 244
syllabus-based versus theory-based 71 (3.5)
test design 153-4
elements to be specified 245
minimize effects of attributes not part of
language ability 166
test development
application of generalizibility theory 188
ethical considerations 281—2
goal of 13
measurement steps in 45-8
Test in English for Educational Purposes 320
test information function 208-9
testing
alternatives as a means of achieving the
same purpose 284
testing environment 118
effect on authenticity 318
test interpretation
consequential basis for 243
effects of test method facets 224
evidential basis for 243
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testitems
local independence 11,203,229 (n 6)
test method
applied to existing needs 331
effects of standardization 223-4
effects on test performance 12, 113,223—4
identification as source of measurement
error 160-2
relation to teaching methods 47
systematic facets 164
types 76-7,115
test method facets 111, 115,116,119 (5.1),
164
effects on language test scores 258
fivemajor categories 117-18,119 (5.1)
use in test design 154
test modalities 116
Test of Communicative Competence in
English 120
Test of English as a Foreign Language 47,58,
73,74,121
compared to CPE 153
compared to FCE 153
familiarity with test procedures 114
re-examination of 332
use of American English 143
use of three parameter model 205
test performance 111
affected by factors other than language
ability 164
affected by weighting of parts 122
effects of multiple background
characteristics on 278
effects of random factors 164
related to individual’s level of ability 203
sources of error 184
test preparation 114
test results
contrasting views of uses and
interpretation 254 (7.2)
four areas to be examined for ethical use
281
imperfections of 30
interpretation 35,48
test-retest estimates
affeaed by changes in ability 186-7
error variance 186—#
see also stability
test-retest reliabilit)’ 181-2
test rubric 118,120-5
test scores
accuracy for individuals 197—202
ambiguity of inferences from 261 (7.3
defining standards for interpretation 40
ethical use of 280-1
factors affecting 165 (6.1)
interpreted in generalizability theory 187-8
limitations on interpretation 30-40
limitations in specification 30-2
measurement error for individuals
197-202
relationships to theoretical and operational
definitions 46 (2.3)
unidimensional 11
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test takers 10 )
consideration of rights of 280-1
explanations for unsuccessful performance

as greatest source of subjectivity 38
test taking
eliciting strategies employed 335-6
knowledge gained from computer
administration 336-7
knowledge gained from using error
analysis 336
processes involved 269—#1
research in 68
strategies 114,268-71
testing technique
as tacet in universe of generalizations 189
test use
consequencesto education system or
society 283-4
for employment decisions 282-3
effecton instruction 283
informed by value systems 281-2
legal decisions affecting 282-3
multiple branching approach 331-2
types of evidence to support 243
test wiseness 114
text
conceptual difficulty in processing
158 (n 2)
textual competence 88-9
TIP, see test information function
theoretical definitions
relationships to operational definitions and
test scores 46 (2.3)
three-parameter item characteristic curves
204 (6.6)
three-parameter model
of IRT 204-5
threshold loss agreement indices 217
TOEFL, see Test of English as a Foreign
Language
topastic error 187
topicofinput 137-8
trait
as synonym for construct 108 (n 1)
true store 167,191,228 (n 2)
measurement theory assumptions 166-7,
228 (nn 1-2)
relationship to observed score 167 (6.2),
169 (6.3)
true score model, see classical true score
theory
i test 168
turn taking, see conversational language
two parameter model 205

underspecification
of factors affecting test scores 32

unitary trait hypothesis 6
universe
use of term in G-theory 230 (n 16)
universe of generalization 189
universe of possible measures 189
example of facets and conditions defining
190 (6.3)
universe score 191-2
universe score variance 192
University of Cambridge Local Examinations
Syndicate tests of 152
see also CPE, FCE
Utah Study 321
utterance act 90

validation
as broad based process 238
description by Cronbach 244
inadequate claims for 309—2
validity
by assumption 285-6
authenticity' 323-30
consequential basis 0f279-85
cogiguct validation as evidential basis for

contrasting views of 254 (7.2)

costs involved in assuring 57-8

definitions 25,236—%

distinguished from reliability 160-2,
239-41

effect of ethical values 237

effects of systematic error 223

ethical basis of 279-85

evidential basis of 243—%1

facets 0242 (7.1)

progressive matrix for 242 (7.1)

as quality of test interpretation and use

relationship to reliability 240 (7.1)
and reliable variance 239
types of evidence 237
unified framework of 242
as a unitary concept 2413
validity, construct, see construct validity
variance
defined 166
sources of 192—4,349,350 (8.2)
usein coméauting reliability coefficients
175,176,177,18
variance components 188
estimates using ANOVA 193-5
vocabulary 131
scales of ability 327 (8.1b)
A Vous la Parole 320

washback 283
Ztest 168



