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A cc la im  fo r  th e  M e t ’s ne w  
C arm en: "T h e  p ro d u c t io n  
p ro v id e s  an id e a l c o n te x t 
fo r  G a ra n ča 's  n u a n c e d , 
sexy and  ca g e y  p o rtra y a l 
... an u n e rr in g  fe e l f o r  th e  
nuance and  s u b te x t o f  a 
ph rase , and  a llu r in g  sen­
sua lity . D on  José re m a ins  
o n e  o f  A la g n a 's  s tro n g e s t 
ro le s  . . .  an in v o lv in g  b le n d  
o f  in te n s ity  a n d  re f in e ­
m e n t. I have n e v e r seen 
th e  fin a l scene e x e c u te d  
w ith  such s tu n n in g  rea lism , 
a d a n g e ro u s  m in g lin g  o f 
sex , re b e llio n  a n d  v io ­
lence : th e  ve ry  essence o f  
C a rm e n  .. .  T h e  s in g e rs  
b e n e fite d  im m e n se ly  fro m ! 
th e  w o rk  o f  c o n d u c to r  
Yann ick N é z e t-S é g u in ."

-  Mew fo rk  Tnneá
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