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National tests in languages have become increasingly important across Europe over the last two
decades

The majority of countries administer national tests in languages at both lower and upper secondary

levels
The majority of national language tests carry high stakes for students
High-stakes tests results are often used as a basis for certification

The results of half of the low-stakes tests in languages are used at both school and education
system levels

National tests in languages are mostly administered at the end of an educational level

About two thirds of all national tests in languages target all students but only around half are
compulsory

Nearly all countries have developed at least one national test in English at secondary level
Almost half of the national tests in languages administered in Europe assess all four main skills
In the majority of countries, all national tests are linked to CEFR levels

In lower secondary education, CEFR levels A2 and B1 are usually the highest levels tested

In upper secondary education, the majority of national tests are not set above level B2

Of the national tests linked to CEFR, about half use its levels to report on student proficiency
Tests impacting on student progression are predominantly externally marked

Low-stakes tests used only at school level are often internally marked
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