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K anish .74 ,76  

Anglo Saxon, 135,169 
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A sante, 9 , 12 ,16 , 101, 103,104, 106, 
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A santehene, 7 
gold, 104
m essages, transmission o f in, 106-7 
Odw ira festival, 108,109 
people, 4 , 5 ,101 ,148  
religion, 4, 5 ,6 ,1 2 ,1 6 ,1 7 3  
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debating, 119-22 
Assyria, 51, 58 ,7 4 , 75, 76, 127, 147, 
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E shnunna of, 98 
Sham shi-Adad of, 98 

astrology, 37 
astronom y, 37 ,5 2 , 78

B abylon, 39, 80 ,8 1 ,1 7 8 , 179 
B abylonia(ns), 49, 57, 63, 6 7 ,7 3 ,7 9 , 

80 ,9 8 , 127 
Kassite Kings, 80-1 
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Sippar, 67 

Bagre, the, 9
B ible, 5, 6, 39, 40, 41, 64, 178 
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O ld T estam ent, 173,178 
T en Com m andm ents, 25, 39 ,40  
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language employed for, 94 
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Buddhism, Buddhists, 1 1 ,23 ,24 , 25,

4 3 ,5 9 ,6 0 ,6 1 ,1 7 3  
neo-Buddhism, 173 
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N irvana, 26 
Sangha, 19 ,61 ,62  
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115, 123, 126, 131, 144, 151, 160, 
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bureaucratic states, legal interests in, 
131

W eber’s concept of, 90, 105,116 
Busoga, 92 ,130, 132,137, 140 

courts, 140-1 
law, 140,141,142,155

calendars, 47 
calendrical calculations, 94,95 
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capitalism, 177, 178,179,180, 181,182, 
183

Catholic C hurch, 6 ,1 0  
ideological struggles, 103 

census, 63 ,65 , 93, 115 
Ethnographic Survey o f India, 116 
of India 1872, 116 

chancery 
correspondence, 99, 101, 112 

C hina, 7, 18, 19, 35, 40 ,4 7 , 69, 91 ,96 ,
112,119,126, 172, 173, 180,182 

Chinese characters, 52 
Chinese (people), 96 
Hangzhou, 84 
Taoism , 172 

Christianity, 2 , 3 ,1 1 ,1 2 ,1 4 ,1 5 ,1 7 ,2 1 , 
2 3 ,2 5 ,3 2 ,6 1 , 103, 173 

Calvinistic, 6 
Lutheran, 6
Christian C hurch, 22, 42, 59,149 
Christian E thiopia, 146 
Christian practices and beliefs, 10,21 
Christian teaching, 14, 17 
Christian tradition , em ergence of 

canonical religion from , 32 
Christians, ‘non-practising’, 42 
Copts, 3
Lord’s Prayer, 38 
see also Catholic Church, 

protestant(ism ) 
classification, botanical, 86 
code(s), 127, 130,131, 132, 133,134, 

135, 136, 138, 144,164, 169, 170, 
174

of H am m urabi, 70, 76-7 ,134 ,168  
o f  Kiev, 154 
of Reccessiwinth, 154 

com m enda, 72, 179,180-1



communication, 7 2 ,8 1 ,8 5 , 86 ,87 , 99, 
101 ,102,106-13,133,140,175, 
176, 177,183 

changes in, effects o f on government, 
90 ,91 ,126  

external and internal, 100-5, 110 
of legal concepts, 140-1 
oral, 91, 95, 99, 132 
modes of, 133, 171, 184 
writing, as m eans of, 50, 121 
written, 84,99,106-13,117,121, Ґ22, 

184
constables, 132,135 
contracts, 80, 97 ,124, 137,144, 145, 

146, 152, 155, 168,169, 174 
contract law, 144-7 
form ulae for, 80 
oral, 145, 146, 152 
property, 146
w ritten, 145, 146,147,155; in 

Medieval Italy, 161 
see also agreem ents, treaties 
contradictions, o ral, 162-3,169,

174
conversion to  religion, 5, 6 , 10,172 
correspondence, 96, 99,101 

chancery, 99 ,101 ,112  
corvée, 63, 65, 178 
covenants, 102 
credit, 72-7, 81 ,83 , 104, 175 
Crete, 36, 91 
cults, 36, 55 ,56 , 100, 172 

cargo, 5 , 21 
cult o f the dead, 26-7 
mobility of, 173—4 
s p ir i t ,  2 2 -6  

cuneiform writing, 47, 49, 52, 99 
cursive writing, 27 ,32  
customary law, 128-30, 131,135, 136,

139,141, 142, 143,145, 147,149,
154,155, 164, 167,174-5 

Anglo Saxon bookright, 149 
common-law unions, 158-9 
contradictions in, 162-3 
customary tenure, 155-6 
flexibility of, 138, 174 
oral transmission o f, 136,147, 155 
as proto-national law, 131, 164 
rules, 133,134,135,138,141,142-53, 

157

tribal law, 145 
see also oral societies

Dahom ey (of A frica), 16, 63, 68,103 
deities, m ale and fem ale, 24 
despotism , o riental, 90,110 
disputes, settlem ent of, 133,134, 141, 

153, 159, 162 
divination, 36-7 ,40 , 53, 172 
docum ents, 104 

legal, 80
see also wills, contracts, testimonies, 

agreements 
Dom esday Book, 160,163 
droit écrit, 125, 161 
D ürkheim , 4, 88, 146, 183

econom y, 48-86
effect of writing on , 46 
effect of, on state, 48 
and the tem ple, 33, 36, 41 ,48 , 55-62, 

66, 81,85 
developm ent in complexity of, 

through writing, 83, 84 
expansion o f, 46, 57 
political, 94 

Egypt, A ncient, 3 ,1 3 ,2 6 -3 5 ,3 8 ,4 0 ,5 4 ,
5 5 ,5 6 ,5 7 ,6 6 ,6 9 ,7 0 ,9 8 ,9 9 , 117, 
152, 169 

A busir papyri, 28 
adm inistration in, 26, 64, 169 
alphabetic literacy in Rom an, 121 
A m enhotep IV (A khcnaten), 29 
A m en-R e, 29, 30 
cult o f the dead , 26-7 
Hieroglyphics, 27 
M iddle Kingdom, 26, 28 
New Kingdom, 28, 29, 64 
Old Kingdom, 2 6 ,2 8 , 29, 35, 55, 152 
O straca, 82 
Palerm o Stone, 56
priesthood in, 29, 30, 32-5, 38, 85,95
Pyramid texts, 28
ritual in, 28, 39 ,40
scribes, 65
T hebes, 28, 29, 30
W hite H ouse, 64, 65, 109
wisdom texts, 28
writing in, 22, 26-35, 65
w ritten m arriage contracts in, 146



endow m ents, 19, 60 
to  m onasteries, 59, 60,172 

England, 132, 146 
medieval, 78, 84 ,127, 159-65,185 
Norm an, 105,160 
R om an, 159 
see also A nglo Saxon 

E urope, 26, 43, 61 ,7 2 , 94 ,116 ,118 , 
1 21 ,127 ,132 ,135 ,137 , 140,158, 
168,177, 180,182, 183 

alphabetic literacy in, 121 
E uropeans, 86, 99 ,101 ,123 ,126  
medieval, 37, 38, 43, 58, 59, 61, 64, 

72, 73, 112, 127, 130,163,176, 185 
see also under individual countries 

evidence, w ritten, 151-3,154, 175 
exchange, 45, 4 6 ,4 7 , 48, 53, 55-65, 69, 

72 ,7 3 , 86, 98, 99, 101, 176,177, 
180, 181, 183 

bills o f, 83 
in A frica, 83,101 
m arital, 81

feudalism , 180 
W estern, 90 

filing systems, 91 
France, 132, 146 

M edieval, 130, 160-1 
Fulani Jihad, 103,112,113,119

G hana, 5 ,10 ,15 ,83 ,100 ,108 ,110 ,117 , 
136, 147,154, 155, 160 

hearing o f disputes in, 102 
introduction o f adm inistration to, 

113-15
treatm ent o f disputes in, 110 
see also LoDagaa, Gonja 

glossa, 162
G onja, 89, 101,103,108, 109, 111, 114, 

131
graphic representation , 4 5 ,4 7 ,4 8 , 52, 

5 4 ,7 8 ,8 0 ,9 5 ,1 1 5 ,1 2 3  
abstract nature of, 52, 53 
C hinese characters, 52 
hallm arks, 48
identification m arks, 47, 48, 54, 79 
illustration, diagramm atic, 84 
m aps, 83
seals, 47, 51, 66,161
see also pictorial representation

G reece, 18, 37, 87 ,119, 121,127,146, 
162

alphabetic literacy, level o f, in, 121 
A thens, advocacy in, 143 
G reeks, 80, 82, 182, 183 
see also C rete

H ausa, the, 112, 113 
H ebrew s, 35, 39, 40,41 

see also Judaism 
H indus, Hinduism , 4, 7 , 11,14, 17,21, 

2 3 ,2 4 ,4 3 ,6 0 , 119, 172, 173 
Brahmins, 7 , 16, 17 
cultural influences of, 172 
DIpäväli, 61 
jajm äni system, 61 
m antras, 7 , 172 
parsallah, 17 
spread of, 172, 173 

H ittites, 31, 36, 74, 98 
Holy B ook, 5 , 99, 118, 173 

see also Religion, o f th e  Book;
Torah ; Qur'an; Bible 

Holy W ord, 20,21 
horoscopes, 37

India, 18, 23, 47, 60, 69, 103,126, 172, 
173, 180, 182 

Census o f 1872,116 
E thnographic survey of, 116 
Indians, 82 
M antras, 2 ,7  
M ihintale tablets, 60 
Mughal period, 115 
Sanskrit, 23 
settlem ent records, 116 

Indonesia, 7 ,4 3 , 172 
Iran, 19 ,21 ,74
Islam, 2, 3 , 8 , 15, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 40,

5 6 ,6 1 ,8 6 ,9 9 , 101, 103,112, 113, 
118, 139,146 

caligraphers, 6 
Caliphate, 19
Fulani J ihäd , 103,112,113,119
fundam entalist sects, 21
H adith, 139
Islamic w orld, 89
M adrasa, 17
M ahom et, 147
M aulud o f, 108



Islam (сот .)
Muslim states, 101,112 
Muslims, 82, 100, 103, 173 
Qadariyya, 6 
Shiites, 19, 103
sunni Islamic jurisprudence, 139 
the P rophet, 103,108 
Tijaniyya, 6 
W aqf, 55 
see also Qur'an 

Italy, 160 
Bologna, 164 
G enoa, 72 
Italians, 161 

itineraries, 83,100

Judaism , 2 , 3, 17, 23, 25, 32, 146, 173 
expansion of, 173 
orthodox, 6 
reform ed, 6 
Jews, 78
L ord’s Prayer, 38 
M oses, 40 
S em itic  d e i t ie s ,  31 
synagogue,6
Ten Com m andm ents, 25, 39,40 
T orah, 6 ,3 2 ,4 1  
see also B ible, Hebrews 

justice, 127, 133,149,154

land 
owning, 60, 118
rights in, 6 0 ,7 7 ,8 1 , 133,148-51, 

154-8,169 
tenure, 156-7, 180 
title to , registering, 7 7 ,7 9 , 132,133, 

152,154-9, 174 
transfer of, 77 ,78 ,1 4 8 ,1 5 7  
see also property 

law, 5 ,2 3 ,4 2 , 43, 46, 49, 80, 119, 
127-70,174 

bringing about changes in, 136-9 
Busoga, 140,141-2, 155 
case, 132,143,144, 153, 168 
contract law, 144-7 
definitions of, 128, 129-58 
as discourse, 133
English, 130,132,133, 138, 164; of 

blasphemy, 136; Com m on, 130; 
M edieval, 163

E uropean , 132,135,141,163 
letter o f th e , 81,165-70 
national, and local custom, conflict 

b e tw ee n ,130 
R om an, 130, 132, 138,164,168; 

Treatises o f Theodosius and 
Justin ian , 168 

sources of, 135,139,140; Dom esday 
Book as, 160,163 

specialists in , 143-4 ,146 ,148 ,165 , 
169; see also lawyers 

spirit o f th e , 165-70 
bureaucratic sta tes, legal interests in, 

131
codification, 130
courts, 5, 120, 132-5, 137, 139,142, 

143,159,165,175 
judges, 136, 140, 141, 143, 153, 154, 

169
jural and legal, 130 
jurisprudence, 135,164,168 
lawyers, 80, 130,132,133, 143, 145, 

153,164 
pleadings, 153, 165 
precedent, 132, 137-8,140, 141,152,

154,169 
proceedings, 153; oral, 153 
reasoning, legal, 140-2,168,170 
rights -  see customary law 
status to  contract, change from , 144-6 
see also customary law, codes, 

constables, contracts, wills, social 
control, treaties, justice, legal 
systems 

ledgers. 68 
legal 

docum ents, 104
m atters, training in, 80,130,135,141, 

168 
texts, 162
transactions, 104, 145,147, 161;

w ritten, 77, 78,147 
words and phrases, 80 

legal systems, 117-24, 132, 134, 136,
137 ,139,141, 144, 146, 152, 153, 
164,168; Anglo-A m erican, 127, 
140, 141; English, 153 

lists, 37 ,4 0 , 41 ,5 0 , 54, 55, 56, 82, 83,
123,155, 160 

botanical, 85



LoD agaa, 8 ,1 4 ,4 2 ,5 3 ,8 2 ,9 5 ,1 0 6 ,1 3 1 , 
147 ,148 ,150 ,151 ,154  

and writing, 95 
Bagre, th e , 9 
Birifu, 8, 42,147
funeral contributions, influence o f 

writing on , 82 
oaths, m aking of, amongst, 151 
transmission o f messages in, 106 
yilmiong, 8 

Lozi, 130, 132, 153 
concept o f mulao, 130

m arriage, legitim ation of, 158 
m erchants, 6 3 ,7 0 ,7 1 ,7 2 ,7 3 ,7 4 ,7 5 ,7 6 , 

77, 83 ,105 ,178 , 180-1 
Buddhist, 182 
S tatute o f M erchants, 161 
see also trade 

M esopotam ia, 3 , 36, 37, 38, 39, 47, 48, 
49, 50, 53, 55, 57, 58 ,64 , 69, 70,
7 1 ,7 2 ,7 3 ,7 6 ,7 9 ,8 1 ,9 3 ,1 0 4 ,1 2 4 , 
143, 160, 168, 178,179, 180, 183 

assemblies in, 120 
astrology in, 37 
building works in, 81 
cuneiform  writing, 47 ,4 9 , 52,99 
divination in, 36-7 
H am m urabi, 79, 81; C ode of, 70, 

76-7 ,134 ,168  
horoscopes in, 37 
irrigation system in, 81 
omens in , 36 
priests in, 49, 58, 70 
primitive democracy in, 120 
Pythagorean theorem  in, 80 
ritual and myth in, 38, 39 
terq a , 68 

messages, 122 
writing as m eans o f  transmitting, 

100-1,106-8 
m oney, 46, 53 ,176 ,177 , 178, 181 

system o f reckoning, 177 
m yth(s), 7 , 9 , 38, 39, 49,123 

o f th e  Bagre, 9

new spapers, 117,121
norm s, explicit and implicit, 165-70
num bers, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55

oaths, 143, 151,152,154 
Ojibwa, the 

birchbark scrolls of, 123 
om ens, 36 ,37
oral societies, 16, 37 ,42 , 53, 78, 81,83, 

99, 104, 105 ,121 ,123-4 ,135 ,136 , 
137,138,139, 143,144,145,149, 
155,162, 166,172,175 

adaptation to  religion in , 21 
changing of laws in, 136-9 
instigation o f political change in, 121 
jural systems in, 110,130,133,143 
oral to  written, shift from , 81,99,132, 

151-2,154; in G hana, 113-14; 
amongst K una Indians, 106,123 

status change within, 42 ,112 ,173

pantheon, 28, 29, 30 ,31 , 32 
Parsons, Talcott, 11, 47 ,88 ,177  
passports, 83,100,101 
pictorial representation, 52, 85,93, 95, 

123; see also graphic representation 
Plato, 119,129 
prayer, 35, 38-9 

L ord’s, 38 
priests, priesthood, 16-18, 24, 29, 30, 

3 4 ,3 8 ,4 0 ,4 1 ,4 5 ,4 9 ,5 1 ,5 8 ,5 9 ,6 5 ,
70 ,117 ,161 ,169 , 172 

administrative role o f, in Ancient 
N ear E ast, 34 

in Egypt, 29, 30, 32-5, 55 ,56 , 57,64, 
65, 89, 95 

in M esopotam ia, 49, 58, 70 
production, 45, 46, 58, 59, 61, 62,64, 

6 6 ,6 8 ,6 9 ,8 6 , 175, 179, 180 
textile, 68 -9 ,7 4 , 75,187 
productive systems, differences in, 90 

promissory notes, 73-5 ,168 
property

owning, 59 ,61 ,146 ,155-6 ; by church, 
59

rights in, 47 ,133 ,146 ,151 ,161  
transfer of, 134,146,149,157 
transmission o f, 150-1 ,152,158-9  

protestantism , 11,103 
protestant ethic, 182 
p rotestant reform ation, 21

quipu, 66, 94 
Q ur’á n ,5 ,2 0 ,139, 147



rationality, 11,27, 32, 60, 61, 104, 130,
181,183 

receipts, 104
Reccessiwinth, C ode o f, 154 ( ‘the Law 

of the Book’) 
recitation, 39
records, 5 0 ,5 2 ,5 3 ,5 4 ,5 5 ,5 7 ,5 9 ,6 0 ,6 1 , 

7 2 ,7 5 ,7 9 , 83, 91 ,102, 104,106,
112 ,113 ,115 ,123 ,124 , 143, 144, 
158, 160, 161,162,163,166, 169, 
170, 174 

agricultural, 84, 104 
botanical, 85 
Kuna Indians’, 123 
Latin as language of, 160 
legal, 140-1, 145, 152, 158, 160-3,

166,169, 170 
m arriage, 102,158,161 
parish, 158
permanency of w ritten, 12,162-4,169 
settlem ent, 116 
Public Record Office, 100 
see also archives 

registers, 43, 60 ,151 ,155 , 158,161,162 
religion 

adaptation of, to  society, 21 
and autonom y, 20-3 ,56 ,62 ,103 ,122 , 

132, 173-4 
of the B ook, 3 ,16-18 , 20, 39, 43, 99,

100,112,173 
boundaries of, 4 ,1 0 , 173; m aintain

ing, 5, 7 ,103 
concept of ‘a ’, 4 
concept o f ‘the’, 4 
continuity in, 5 , 6 ,7 , 20 ,29 , 30 
conversion to , 5 ,6 , 10,172, 173 
diffusion of, 2 ,3 ,5 ,2 1 -2 ,2 5 ,1 7 2 ,1 7 3  
E astern , 6
G reat and Little Traditions o f, 22-6, 

121 
idea of, 4
literate and non-literate ,1 ,2 ,6 ,9 ,1 0 , 

1 1 ,1 2 ,1 4 , 1 6 ,1 7 ,2 0 -2 ,2 4 ,2 5 , 
26-35, 36, 166, 173 

oral, 30
and social structure, 12-16 
and the sta te , 1 2 ,1 7 ,1 9 ,2 0 , 33 
in the W est, 3
world. 3 ,6 ,1 0 , 12 ,22-6, 102, 103 
universalistic and particularistic,

10-13, 15,23, 139, 172 
see also individual religions, cults, 

priests, ritual 
religious 

change, 6 , 8 , 9 ,1 0 , 30 
dogm a, 38 
law, 147, 167 
obsolescence, 8, 30, 44 
prohibition, 25
texts (sacred and ritual), 1 6 ,26 ,27-8 , 

3 6 ,3 8 ,5 9 , 172, 173 
see also Holy B ook, Torah, Bible, 

Qur'an
reports, written, 115-16, 122 
rites, 2 , 39 ,42 , 161
ritual(s), 7 ,1 3 ,2 4 ,2 9 ,3 5 ,3 6 ,3 8 ,4 0 ,4 1 , 

42 -4 ,9 8 , 119,123 
and writing, 42-4, 49, 119 

R om e, 87, 119, 127,143, 146, 182, 183

sacrifice, 13 -1 6 ,3 6 ,3 8 ,4 4  
scribes, 41, 64, 65, 80,119, 133,169, 

171,172 
as record-keepers, 34 
status o f, 115 

script, a lphabetic, 96 ,121, 171 
logographic, 96, 112,172-3 
syllabic, 96 

seals, 47, 51, 66,161 
signatures, 151 
slaves, 99, 178 

slave labour, 180 
social control, 133, 134 

acephalous societies, 88, 89, 94, 100, 
106,131,132,134 

organizational separation within, 92, 
172 

tribal, 89 
with courts, 132 
see also oral societies 

Sri Lanka, 25, 59, 61, 62 ,68 , 102, 182 
Cola invasion of, 62 
V ikram abahn I of, 62 

sta tu te(s), 140,144,152, 164 
S tatute o f M erchants, 161 

sum m a(e), 162, 163, 174 
summa theologiae, 162 

Susa, 50,51
Syria(ns), 3 ,6 6 ,9 6 , 98, 179



E bla , 66, 69, 70, 78, 90, 97,162 

tables, 54
tablets, 51 ,6 6 , 67, 68, 74, 79, 80, 98, 

101, 159,169 
M ihintale, 60 

tax, taxation, 58, 63, 64, 70 ,75 , 80, 81, 
85, 96, 103-5, 112, 113, 151, 162, 
169

T en  Com m andm ents, 25, 39, 40
testim onies, 152-3
texts, econom ic, 90
T ibe t, 7, 19,64, 182
Tiv (o f W est A frica), 121,132
tokens, clay, 48, 50-1, 52, 53, 54, 66
Torah, 6, 32,41
trade, 70 ,8 5 , 96; 147, 175,176, 177, 

178, 179, 180 
family participation in, 72, 74, 75,76, 

105,175, 178 
transactions, 77, 78, 175 
treaties, 97 ,98 , 101, 102

U r, 74, 76 
Ningal goddess, 76 

U r III, 67, 69, 73 ,79

Vai (of W est A frica), 65, 83

W eber, M ax, 11,18, 60, 88, 90, 106, 
130, 180-1,182,183 

concept o f  bureaucracy, 90, 105, 106 
wills, 147-51,152, 168,169 
writing

achievem ent o f status through, 
117-18,172 

and adm inistration, 36 ,92-4  
advent o f phonetic system o f, 121 
effect of, on Kuna Indians, 123; on 

law, 127,128,130,140-1,151,154, 
176; on religious practice, 21, 22, 
23 ,36 ,38 ,40 ,50 ,94 ,172 ,176 ,183 ;

on social order, 28,119; on  systems 
o f reciprocity, 82 

effect o f m aterials on , 27 ,28  
and ancient econom y, 48-55 
codification o f ideals through, 119, 

122
cuneiform , 4 7 ,4 9 , 52, 99 
cursive, 27, 32
developm ent o f  complexity of 

commerce through, 53 
and developm ent o f the sta te , 91 
diffusion o f inform ation through, 85 
and distribution o f  pow er, 122 
effort required in, 172 
em bodim ent o f  ideals through, 21,

22,113
influence on  political systems 

th ro u g h ,119 
influence of, on polity, 87-9 ,106,124 
legal interests in, in bureaucratic 

states, 131 
m aterials in Ancient Egypt, 27-8 
as m eans o f com m unication, 50,121 
as m eans of transm itting messages, 

100-1,106-8 
non-syntactical, 54 
and the palace econom y, 62-71 
as political o rgan, 121-2 
and pow er, 17 ,23 ,117 ,121  
as record o f thought, 83 
as reflection of social structure, 131 
reorganization o f  information 

through, 83 
ritual and, 42-4
separation o f public and private in 

states w ithout, 105-6 
social mobility through, 116-18 
specialists in, 97, 116, 135, 148,165;

see also scribes 
teaching of, through codes, 135 
and th e  tem ple, 49, 50-1 ,55  
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